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In the wake of :the Walkertnn_

tragedy, rural water quality has
come under increasingly vigilant
scrutiny. In particular, the practice of
nutrient application on farms has
come under the provincial govern-
ment’s microscope.

The Nutrient Management Act,
a joint initiative between the Ministry
of Agriculture and Food and the
Ministry of the Environment, is a key
component of the government’s
clean water strategy.

Nutrients, as defined under the
act, include a variety of agricultural
sources. Sources directly effected
include manure, run-off from yards
and storage, and greenhouse and con-
tainer nursery leachate. Non-agricul-
tural sources such as pulp and paper,
and municipal sewage biosolids will
also be included in the ‘Act.

The act will be phased in over a
five year span beginning in April
2003. Nutrient application stan-
dards, involving application rates, set-
backs from residences, wells and sur-
face water sources, and bans on
spreading over frozen, snow covered
or saturated soils, as well as the use of
high trajectory guns for biosolids, will
be applied to all farms in 2003.

All new or expanding farm oper-
will Nutrient

ations require a

Management Plan, Nutrient
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Management Strategy, adequate stor-
age with a three metre permanent
buffer in 2003. All existing farm oper-
ations will have these requirements
phased in over the next four years.
Special training and certification will
be required for anyone preparing
nutrient management plans and
strategies, and anyone involved in
hauling or applying nutrients.
Despite the relatively short
notice Halton farmers received, they
were able to rally at both an informa-

tion session held December 6 and a

public consultation forum on
December 11 hosted by Toby Barrett,
Parliamentary Assistant to the

Minister of the Environment.

“This whole timetable issue of
60 days consultation leadint us to
early February 2003 training require-
ments, two months to review 20,000
application maps and other criteria,
at a time when a lot of the land will
be under snow and cannot be visibly
inspected before April 2003 is totally
local Peter

the

impractical,” farmer

told

Lambrick consultation
panel.

“The public will be better served
with you moving forward with a well
thought out, n:asc:n_ed, costed, target-
ed, staffed, monitored plan than one

that does not fully address all stake-

pread or not to

By DONNA DANIELLI

holder needs - especially agriculture,
as it is being most impacted.”

Murray Harris, who in 1987 was
recognized by Halton region as
Conservationist of the Year, applaud-
ed the government’s initiative in
addressing water quality standards,
but also expressed his dismay at the
proposed timetable.

“The timeframe for the imple-
mentation is appalling,” Mr. Harris
stated. “Not only are the costs open
ended, there has been no regard for
the social impact, and the human
costs that will be involved. This is
shameful.”

Mr. Harris also pointed out that,
like himself, many livestock operators
are over the age of 50. With the time
he has remaining in the livestock
industry it will not be possible to
recover the capital investment the act
will require.

June Barnes, President of the

Halton Region Federation ot

Agriculture, took the opportunity to

present to the panel a list of concerns
held by local farmers.

Mrs. Barnes indicated a concern
over capital cost increases, as well as
the potential loss of small farm oper-
ations unable to afford to comply
with the regulations. She questioned

what effect the regulations will have

(continued on page 3)
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Spring & Distilled Water Cooler
Rental Sales & Service

We are proud to bottle natural spring water from .
one of Ontario’s remaining untouched resources.

Our water is not chemically treated, it’s just
Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-12
deserve Gie bea??

good, clean-tasting natural water. Enjoy!

Hours:

We deliver throughout Halton
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S4TH ANNUAL PAINT &
HoME DECORATING SALE
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See our ad on page 6!
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Santa Arrives
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Gabrielle (age 6) and

Jestiea (age 8)70

a - i i : e N

oldson assisted Santa throughout the

route by waving to the crowds that lined the streets and meeting all of the chil-

dren at the hall afterwards. This year’s parade consisted of 34 entries, and

despite the chill in the air, it was enjoyed by all participants.

COMMUNITY CORNERSTONE
She always strives for balance and
wellness in her life. However, for
someone as active in the commu-
nity as Tracey Lamb, Brookville
mother of three, one of the hard-
est things is learning to say “no”.
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WINDRUSH FARM
Bonnie Mullen profiles George and
Judy Marsh and their circa 1865
stone home purchased by the couple
in 1972 where many travelers have
enjoyed a stay at the Gothic Revival
style farmhouse since 1985, the for-
mer home of William Laing. '
: page 9

SHOEBOX MEMORIES
Descendants of Edward Twiss have
1860

when son George and his wife

lived on Twiss Road since

Barbara Hurd settled on Lot 14,
Conc. 2 of the upper part of Nelson
Township and raised a large family
there,

page 10

9144 Twiss Road, Campbellville, Ontario. LOP 1B0
Phone 905-854-1008 Fax 905-854-2707

Rates as low as $75/month, video surveillance,
fully fenced facility, electronic card access, 24 hour access, only
you have the key, computerized gate system,
security lighting, and ground level units!




