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Thank you

Givin’ you the dirt - Air Layering

By SEAN JAMES N.PI Harold Allison would like to thank family, relatives, friends and ¢ |
neighbours for coming to help celebrate his 80th Birthday at his |
ave a ubiquitous giant house-  toothpick into the cut sideways...like If you have questions of a hor- daufghrerlf home on November 3. My Allison was pleasantly
plant looming in the corner. I've dog carries a bone. This keeps the  ticuleural e o surprised w:fﬁ the ;_t}!aque presented to him by Mayor Krantz and |
debated cutting it back or throwing it  cut open until roots form. sdiames@on aibn com Councilor Cindy Lunua recognizing his special day |
out. ['ve even thought of offering it to Now the hard parts are done. | | : ' -
the library or hospital. You're about to make a plastic, moss |
alistically, this is half philan-  stuffed bubble around the cut. Try :
thropy and half guilt at the prospect  visualizing that. E
of killing a plant bigeer than I am. lsing an elastic, tie the plastic
Plants this big are almost always sen-  around the stem an inch below the Let us help you finLSh your |
timental hand-me-downs or -VERY  cut, leaving some overlap. Slowly Ll - ﬁi“‘“"h o e . I
expensive. stuff the moss around the cut and the . Ve %? o Ch rlSt’ nas Shop p 2 ?’g ', ]
| know I'm not alone with this  stem, wrapping the plastic around it 19043 :
moral burden. Please allow me to as you go. P d f E
share the solution with you - air layer- Once you 're an inch or so above '- s e R j
ing the cut, finish closing the bag and tie t D A (ﬂhﬁﬁ tmas Carol 1.
Air layering seems almost super- it off with the other elastic. You N o _ _ e | ; by Charles Dickens |
l'liiILII":l.i to me but it works. Look at  should end up with a globe of moss . m at Ebenezer United f
the height of the plant and determine  around the stem with the treated cut o N .. r* x, Ch h -
how tall you want it to be. I would  in the centre, hidden by moss. o L e Jied | HII'C E
concentrate on the tallest or most Don't worry if it looks pretty. It e ne ' (Guehjh Line north __...- ' '
unruly stem. You can reduce the is only meant to keep the stem lightly of BI‘OOkVﬂlE), on 4

e
S

Friday, December 13

height of the stem as much as you like ~ moist. (Read that slow y and logically.

while creating a new plant. [t makes sense...really...] hope.) The

Pop out to a garden center and  bag should have no big openings and . - . | J;
pick up some tooting hormone for  an overlap on the seam of maybe an - . ;_ H ;”;,: 362 Queen Street East 9
softwood such as “Rootone No. 1,” as inch or so. | ; fr ; - - ACtOIl -_
well as some sphagnum moss. Find a The only remaining trick is too . e 519-—853 1730 .
piece of clear plastic, maybe 12 inch-  keep the sphagnum moss from dry- e - - ?

es squared. Have a toothpick-and two  ing out until you see several white

clastics on hand and a very sharp  roots growing inside the bag. Water
knife, which you will handle carefully it slowly and carefully at the top of
.. .right! th

3

1g whenever it looks like it

i

Now you're ready. Soak the might dry out. It may take a few
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moss in water. Pour a bit of the hor month

. At this point, remove the
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mone powder into a stem below

poon. ag and cut through the,
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Carefully cut half way through the the new roots. Plant this new plant in

stem at a ninety-degree angle to the  its own pot or at the base of the orig-

direction of growth, as if you were  inal to make it more full. = Prunlng . Cabllng = Removals g Stump ing
cutting down a tree. The old stem you just cut 8 Plant Health Care TeSting | .

Support the stem with your  should produce a new shoot near the "

other hand carefully the whole time  top. You're done! Now just water it » MOHitOl’ing Programs . RiSk ASSGSSHlel’ltS

so it doesn’t snap. Put down the knife  like you would any houseplant. . . . -

and gently bend back the top of the S;lmf;ﬂt_.rn, Dietfenbachia, and 2 EnVlronmentally Frlendly InseCt and Dlsease Contr01 |

stem just far enough to fit the tooth-  corn plant and dragon tree (Dracena) | ke e I EEN—. ;
pick in. are all candidates for air layering. ' ' | | e s R SR L SEe

it too tight, cut the stem abit  Don't try it with banana plants Using only the latest technology and scientific :

more - but no more than a third. Dip  Cacti are a whole other story. 3 :

the toothpick in hormone and dust This method can also just be ddl’dncemeﬂh '0 care ’0’ you’ "ees E

the inside of the cut. You want the  used for propagating new plants. ’:’

inside and edges of the cut just light- This is a fairly complex process | i

ly dusted. In fact, lightly blow any  but don’t be afraid. Just give it a try A . s

<5 RO, I B ates ~ ISA Certified Arborist #ON- -

extra powder off the cut. Stick the and good luck. BERON-UTES f
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OPEN °TIL CHRISTMAS 2 P ie g

. Main St. S| 1

5

r great gift ideas

% Fresh Garland #5 Wreaths e
2 Christmas Ornaments Z Candles |

#4 Floral Arrangements 4§ Gift Baskets

Taylor Nursery

Hours:

Wed.-Sun., .
10 am-5 pm
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7429 5th Line, right at east end of Main
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