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William Grant
~ circa 1890 ~

illiam Grant was born July 5, 1828, in Maxville, Glengarry Count
Ontario, the son of Alexander and Mary Sutherland, both born i
Inverary, Scotland, and buried in Glengarry county, Lancaster Township :

Martha Ann the Old Cemetery by the lake. William settled in Acton and marrie

2 Elizabeth (Lizzie) Ryder on Feburary 11, 1858, in Trafalgar. She was th

(neé Grant) & daughter of Henry Ryder (1801-1875) and Mary Butler (1810-1882) wh
Thomas Alexander were both born in Lancashire, England, and are buried in Churchi
Wheeler Cemetery, Halton Hills. Henry farmed the homestead on Third Line, Actor

at the foot of Swackhammer’s Hill.
William and Lizzie had four boys and five girls. When the first son wa
o O]~ born John Burns happened into William’s wagon shop for some repairs. H
congratulated William and said, “I’ll do better than that if you name the lac
Lou Mulli gan, . die af‘ter me. I’l! deed him two of the best lots I hafe surveyed off my farn
CFP. RHU - | fmntmg. on Main Street near Ransom Street.” So it came to pass the bab
2 was christened Henry Alma Burns Grant. The deed was made out and dul

MONEY registered at the County Registry Office in Milton. For many years th
CONCEPTS Grants had a fine garden on these lots. When Alma moved to Avonbank i

Nell Marth the 1880s the lots were sold. John R. Watson built the first house on th
T :EGON. . » svialtha properties.

William had his carriage and wagon, woodworking and paint shop bus:
ness at various locations in Acton. One location was at Main and Bowe
Avenue. Emanuel Chapman lived next to it and had a blacksmith shop. H
was followed by James Waldie, also a blacksmith. In the rear was the Grar
shop where carriages, wagons and sleighs were built and Jim Waldie irone
them off. Jim’s good friend John Wallace relocated to Milton and opene
The Wallace Hotel at the top of Main Street. Jim decided to follow an
opened a blacksmith shop on James Street (the newly renovated Waldi
Blacksmith shop). William Grant moved into Jim’s house and took over th
blacksmith business to go along with his wagon business. In about 1872 h
had another property on the corner of John and Mill Streets where his sho
faced the John Street frontage. In 1874 this property was sold to Robe
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