Sayers’ Mill

Memories of the old television show
reen Acres come to mind as Lena
recounts how she

Grierson pur-

chased and rescued her historically

1

Nassagaweya Township, now part of
the Town of Milton, in 1986.

“It was certainly a handyman’s

significant farm on the 5%

delight and [ was really a city girl. 1
grew up in Sweden and I lived in the
city all my life, but I spent time with
my grandparents in the country and
was raised to figure out problems.
Where I come from houses are hand-
ed down from generation to genera-
tion. They are cared for and in good
shape. In preparation for my move to
the country I rented a basement
apartmentson a farm for two years
where | could keep my dogs and hors-
es,” she explained. “I chose this place
because I liked the feeling, the char-
acter of an old house. I like the wood
doors, the wood trim and the wide
baseboards. 1t wasn’t until much later
[ learned its history.”

The house had been tenanted

for many years and in much need of

repair. The roof leaked, live wires
stuck out of the floor where a stove
once had been, and there were truck-
loads of debris both inside and out to
be removed. Old car wrecks and tires
were scattered around and the barn
had two walls missing! Everything
was an emergency when the new
owner took possession in September
with winter looming. The first priori-

ty was fencing to keep the horses in.

$384,500 - Private & Picturesque

» 2400 sq. ft. 4 bedroom cedar bungalow
+ set on 200 x 307 ft. lot surrounded by wends den

» walk-out basement w/ rec room
* 2 car detached garage
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Set up for Horses

+ Wooded 6+ ac retreat

+ 2 or 3 bedroom BC cedar
bungalow

+ stone wood fireplace

* gas stove/fp

* deck

+ outdoor riding arena

Cape Cod -

» Solid oak kitchen

« Wood burning fireplace

+ Studio/in-law apartment
over garage w/ sep.
entrance car garage

» backs bush

By BONNIE MULLEN

Through a neighbour, Grierson met a
handyman named Pierre who proved
over the years to be a godsend.

“That first year | was flying by

the seat of my pants. | was like 2 Walt

Wingtield tale. The weekends were
such hard work I looked forward to
Mondays back in my studio in the
City.
The property was known by old
timers as Sayers Mill. For 75 years a
mill had operated on the property. In
1847 Thomas Easterbrook built the
mill that he sold to Henry Cargill.
The 1877 atlas ahewe a stream, a
pond, five hulldmgs and a mill.
Cargill moved on to Bruce County
and sold the place to Peter Sayers who
added steam power to the mill in
1895. There were 10 to 12 employees
and bunkhouses for workmen. One
of four Sayers’ children, Frank (who
was born on the farm in 1879) took
over the mill from his father and sold
it to Duncan Campbell in 1917.
Campbell also had the mill in Moffat.
Lena Grierson has been told her
house was actually comprised of a
smaller house that was built on the
property, plus another one moved
from behind and a summer kitchen
addition that has since become her
living room. She believes from talking
to a former resident and a long time
neighbour there were in fact two mills
- one of stone, and another frame.
With board and batten exterior,
insulation, drywall, flooring and a
added the

woodstove summer

- call -

" Bonnie Mullen

519-837-1300 Toll Free 1-877-374-7653
representing Re/Max Realty Specialists Inc.

kitchen became the living room.
When the pipes burst new plumbing
was installed. The kitchen was totally
redesigned, adding a door and coun-
ters specific to the owner’s height.
Pierre built the pine cabinets, a pine
floor was laid, as well as some terra
cotta tile and bricks, and a wood
cookstove purchased from
Mennonites became the focal point.
The city girl soon learned how to buy
a tractor at auction and drive it home
without brakes, as well as other usefu

skills like roofing, bricklaying and

tiling. The old bank barn collapsed
one windy night. The remnants of an
old orchard including apple trees and
berry bushes delighted the new

owner, who embraced the wildness of

her land and cut trails for walking
and riding.
“I was raised with woodstoves.
You can’t beat the taste of food
cooked on one and the feeling of the
heat on a cold winter’s night. The
kitchen was the biggest job. With my
parents coming to visit every two
years | had a deadline for myself.”
Two bedrooms became three,
using wasted hall space and vintage
doors, trim and flooring purchased
from Al Bousefield, a salvager located
one concession ovet, A second floor
laundry, needed storage and closet
space were added. A new barn was
built using old windows and designed
in keeping with the character of the
house. Since the early days of

responding to emergency repairs and

12 Acres

2 Bungalows -

* live in one & rent the other

or room for extended family

+ ponds stocked w/ trout &
bass _

+ barn with hydro & loft

» lots of options &
possibilities

“a Acre

| Big Bungalow - Nearly 8

| Acres

+ Spacious 4 bedroom
bungalow + 5th down

» Large principle rooms

. | * Fireplace *Cathedral ceiling

|+ Picturesque, panoramic

- views

Concerned about your mutual funds? Looking for new investment
opportunities? Call Bonnie today!
* Condo Apts from $69, 900 + Townhouses from $99,999
« Detached houses from $89,902
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House at Sayers Mllls

replacements, careful thought and
planning has gone into creating a
comfortable home that brings pleas-
ure to its owner.

From the

beginning Lena

Fine British gifts, books, toy
Coronation St. collectibles. Visit our shop and discover authentic
hard-to-find gifts — all in the British manner!

planned to make her life here for the
long haul.

She has since married Bill and
they now share their home with two
daughters, Lisa and Hannah.

s, specialty foods and

Mon to Sat 10 am—=5 pm, Sun 12-5 pm

149 Church St E, Acton 519-853-1633
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The Diamond Anniversary Ring

A band of diamonds that says
you'd marry her all over again. |
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310 Guelph Street, Unit 5, Georgetown L7G 4B1 (905)873-4405
N A trusted jeweller is your best adviser
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Helena Donaldson crr, el.u, CH.F.C
INVITES YOU TO JOIN HER |N

CELEBRATING 24 YEARS

IN BUSINESS IN HALTON!!!
" PLEASE DROP BY THE OFFICE....

from 11am - 6pm, Tuesday, October 1st
for cake & refreshments - Everyone is welcome!

SHARE SOME MEMORIES
& CONVERSATION

310 Main St. E., Ste. 101, Milton ON 905-875-3366

CARTIER PARTNERS
FINANCIAL SERVICES




