Givin’ you the dirt

By SEAN JAMES

Gardcning is not a past time
for those in a rush. Slow
down your pace and your expecta-
tions.

[f you plant a perennial or
clematis this year, what you see is
what you get. You'll not get too
much more growth this year. If you
plant a tree or shrub in from June
on, expect nothing else. (If you
plant annuals, ignore this entire
column, probably forever, since I'm
not a big annual fan.) Patience is
the watchword of gardening.

Set your goals and expecta-
tions in the long term. Think about
how big*a plant will get next year
and in five years from now. Plant
allowing enough space for that
growth and fill in with low, small

annuals in the mean time.

L::lt"-t summer the Asian Lady
Beetle and Asian SoyBean
Aphid were major problems here in
Ontario.

| Another introduced insect
that we have been encountering
over the past few years and whose
numbers seem to be increasing is
the European Paper Wasp.

These wasps were first record-
ed in Massachusetts in 1980. They
have been spreading rapidly ever
since then. This insect is native to
an area stretching from the
Mediterranean to China. They are
similar in appearance to our regular
paper wasps but are slightly smaller
and have brighter yellow bands on
the abdomen. They prey on cater-
pillars, feeding them to their larvae
in the nests.

Paper wasps are the ones that
build upside down umbrella type
nests in protected areas such as
under eaves, behind shutters, in
garden sheds etc. Unlike our native
species, the European Paper Wasps
will build their nests just about any-
where including the exposed sides
of homes, along fences, in bird
houses, gas vents and innumerable
other, often strange, locations.
They also seem to be more prolific

and will build up large populations
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Regarding trees, think about
the tree in five, ten, and 20 years.
When asked what kind of a tree
folks want, most reply
“ummm...something fast growing,
after all I don’t know how long T'll
be around.” Why do people sud-
denly sound so old when talking
about trees! You'd think they
expect to kick off any second!

Trees are only half for you.
They are for the people who come
after you also arnd of course for the
planet Earth itself. Think about a
slow, strong growing oak instead of
a fast, weak growing silver maple.
Better still, plant a small tree such
as a paper bark maple (Acer grise-
um) and wait for it to get big
enough to fill the space.

Also, a very young sapling is a
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in a short time.

Last summer, we found any-
where from 2 to 3 nests, up to 40 or
50 nests on some larger homes.
Overwintering queens may stay in
the nest all winter and use them
again the following season. These
wasps can be quite aggressive and
have the habit of buzzing you if you

start to get close to the nest. They

The importance of patience

better choice than a spaded tree. If
you plant a three foot tall sugar
maple today and a large, spaded
sugar maple (60 - 70 mm in trunk
diameter), in ten years they will be
the same size.

Further more, the young tree
will live 200 years and the spaded
tree will be lucky to outlive you. My
experience is that in 15 years the
spaded tree will be suffering from
fatal diseases associated with old
age.

The instant landscape may be
appealing but it is very expensive
and only a short term fix.

[f you have questions of a hor-

ticultural nature, e-mail me at

sdiames@on.aibn.com. If it's of
interest to the general public it may

make it into the column.

S

will sting if threatened or provoked.

Control involves treating indi-
vidual nests and removing them if
possible. If the wasps are going into
the soffit and facia areas, these
areas have to be treated. Nests are
often built on the sunny sides of a
house. People with allergies to bee
and wasp stings should use caution

around the nests of these wasps.

Bugged?

Cluster Flies, Wasps & Bees,
Spiders, Ants, Rodents, ete.

call Dr. Bug
905-877-7014

urban pest control Itd., serving Halton
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7429 5th Line

At East End of Main St

Landscape: * Supplies * Design & Decor * Maintenance

~® Trees ® Shrubs ® Annuals ® Perennials ® Garden ﬂntiquesi -
Landscape Ontario e Wgter Gardening ® Statuary e Pottery ® Gravel ® Sand e Soil

* Pruning ¢ Cabling * Removals * Stumping
* Plant Health Care Testing

* Monitoring Programs * Risk Assessments

* Environmentally Friendly Insect and Disease Control

Using only the latest technology and scientific advancements
to care for your trees
Fully Insured, Free Estimates ~ ISA Certified Arborist #ON-0715
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The museum
doors are open
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Family owned and operated ~ Serving the Halton area since 1992

264 MAIN STREET N. ACTON

519-853-1970 Fax: 519-853-2542
Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 6 pm
Saturday 8 am - .‘ om

| WE Stock A FuLL LINE OF PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

WE STOCK | ROUGH

THE BEST |
CEDAR | FINE

PRESSURE TREATED | AVAILABLE Board & Batten

ROUND | IN LENGTHS 89¢ '
POSTS TO 18’ 1x12 in. .||l
Check out our SPECIALS on

CRAFTERS PLYWOOD
HOBBY PINE |

FENCING

BALTIC BIRCH

5x5'x1/8” 18.99 ea.
5'x5'x1/4”  $24.99 ea. 1x8 65:11.
5'x5'x1/2”  $39.99 ea. 1x12 95°%:

PET PRESSURE PRESSURE
SCREEN TREATED | TREATED
$2 99 Mll:ll TIES CHAME !:EBRED
36" i x5x8 x6x8

$3.2:| $5°.

48"

Consult
Design, Install, Maintain

Fern Ridge Landscaping

(905) 876-4852

Sean James N.P.D. Chris Denich

email - sd james@on.aibn.com
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