Taxes keep rising

By DEBORAH QUAILE

axes are set to increase despite

the Guelph/Eramosa Taxpayers
Association’s (GETA) protests and
proftered solutions

“What happened to these cam-
paign promises!” asks the bold yellow
poster on the Rockmosa Community
Centre wall.

When Mayor David Adsett was
up for reelection, he promised to
work hard to ensure taxes were under
control, look for the best ways to get
value for tax money, and listen to
people’s concerns and resolve issues.

Concerned citizens from across
Guelph/Eramosa Township don’t
believe that’s happening within the
current council.

In a crowded meeting with
members of the Guelph/Eramosa
Taxpayers Association, on May 27,
many new individuals and families
were purc].:lasing memberships in the
association to secure their solidarity.

Chairperson Wally Mavyes said,
“GETA represents over 450 families
in the township. We were born of tax-
payers who expressed concern over
the tax increases last year. We held a
tax rally last fall, and the council and
mayor stated if we organized they'd
hear our concerns.”

The GETA mandate is to work
cooperatively with Guelph/Eramosa
Township Council to look for ways
and means to improve its efficiency to
ensure future tax increases are within
the ability of the taxpayer to pay.

Many meetings later, however,
GETA and residents feel their con-

cerns are not being met.
“Historically,” Joe Martin noted,
1998 Eramosa had a six per cent tax

increase.” He continued by saying
that in 1999 after amalgamation,
Guelph Township residential rate was
up 10 per cent.

In 2000 there was no increase,
in 2001 Guelph/Eramosa residents
experienced an average 40 per cent
increase, and.in 2002 residents are
again experiencing another two per
cent increase. The township portion
of the tax bill is about 24 per cent,
with the County picking up about 50
per cent and the province approxi-
mately 26 per cent (these are the
three splits in the taxing authorities).

Mr. Martin continued that the
recommendations prior to the 2002

budget were: Provide taxpayers with a

tax credit of $200,000 in 200Z;
Reduce 2002 budget expenses to
the to the
Township through the transfer of

reflect cost saving

garbage collection to the County;
Reduce staff levels to 1999 level; No
tax increase for 2002; and Limit
increases in expenses to 1999 level
plus inflation.

Yet even as Mr. Martin contin-
ued to demonstrate the Township's
budget figures to the audience, it was
clear that spending has taken a turn

the

decreased but expenditures rose dra-

for worse. Revenues have
matically, with general expenses alone
increasing by approximately $193,000
between 1999 and 2002.

“Expenses at the township are
rising rapidly and they've got to find
" he added.

Several township services were

the

Wellington, such as garbage collec-

some efficiencies,
transferred to

tion, library services, policing and the
official plan, but “these savings have
not been reflected in our taxes - in
short, we're paying more in taxes for
fewer services from the Township.”

As well, residents are still taxed
by the County for the above-men-
tioned services.

“Our attempts at this point have
not come to much. We spend a lot of
time crunching numbers and had some
meetings with the Township... burt if
this is an example of cooperation, |
don’t know what we're dealing with.”

Mr. Martin also mentioned that
with property assessments increasing,
next year (2003) could see another
significant tax increase.

Mr. Mavyes stated that as taxpay-
ers, residents all have similar con-
cerns. “We as an organization want to
work ceoperatively with council but
we get frustrated. There is only one
way to make something happen - to
phone or fax or email them and let
them know how you feel!”

There was no representation by
the mayor or council at the GETA
meeting although they had been
invited. A unanimous motion was
submitted by Ron Nicholson and sec-
onded by Bob Pecora that all mem-
bers of GETA or taxpayers should
express their concerns over the level
of taxation within the township to

the Guelph/Eramosa
Council, as well as local press.

Township

WE ALL JUGGLE
THE SAME RESPONSIBILITIES.
WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.™

We re all busy meenﬂg !er 5 deadlmes and commitments.

As your good neighbour agents, we can lend a hand with your
insurance so you can concentrate on the rest of your life.
Count on us for all your car, home, life and healthy insurance needs.
Call us today.

Don MacRae
(905) 878-812°

Anita Cutaia
(905) 878-8871

485 Main Street, E. Milton

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR . STATE FARM IS THERE.™

statefarm.ca
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| HEAT YOUR

Wit FREE HEAT FROM THE SUN!

i o
i
i Ehe
: A
: i
i i :
3 e e 3
sh e ¥
= :
BE -
:
i 3
: s i
e = o
r : 5
5 P Wi
Zre SR ; i o _.-\..v
2]
- i e mi%?-i‘?ﬁf o ;f»:’a:“m;ﬁ@ e w,ﬁc—% =
£ : 24 SRR .-a:s
i ﬁ”mf
AL AT e %mgm&ﬁ?mm P
e e et i 1 ]
.-“51':
- : it i e
= -
i : el o :5-..:3 : T ﬁ+ =
ey
......
Tk
e
=
! s
=
Tl e i A A
i et b At R
M S e e B mmhﬁ -.-.-\.-:?_-a
x-\..i P E 4 4 ?H ﬂ‘:E i i“
i ki ]
P s Tt ST el e -;%.1. WW" i "
= i :E.-\.j i B R > o ﬂwg%q- -a.ﬁ-m;.-:f ..-iﬁ.- :
el o 3 g i 4
' - e e e e i =
o “ i B e
B

Pump free heat fromoutdoors
- rain or shine
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Get a $15 on-bill credit,

When you send us
proof of purchase on your

new solar pool cover.
See store for details.

uniongas

The best things
start with
natural gas energy™
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me visit our showroom
| for
jonal & Professional Service

pehings & Closings * Service & Repairs
. Large Parts Depot * Liner Replacements
* Waekly Maintenance * Pool Restorations
 Heat Pumps * Solar Heating Systems

QHALTO
POOLS N’ €SP Lid.

Satisfying customers since 1975
905-878-7087
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