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were the topic of discussion at a

recent workshop 1 attended at the

Ontario Rural Wastewater Centre
near Guelph.

The Centre, a partnership with

stakeholders in government and

industry is associated with the
University of Guelph and has been
operating for three years. Various
systems are set up on-site for demon-
stration purposes. The Centre offers
a variety of courses for installers,
building code inspectors, home
inspectors, realtors and the public.
A seminar for home owners is being
May 25 from 9

a.m. to noon for a cost of $40.

offered Saturday,

“We will look at basic opera-
tion and function, signs of failure,
remedies, alternatives and deal with
" Mike Gibson of the
Ontario Rural Wastewater Centre
said.

Since the

rural myths,

Walkerton tragedy
there is renewed concern about
wastewater systems in rural areas.

“It is estimated there are 1.2
million systems in Ontario with
25,000 being added each year. Most
are conventional systems and there
are some alternatives in use, MTr.
Gibson explained.

Conventional systems are gravi-
ty-fed and consist of a buried tank
with at least two chambers connect-
ed to the house with a sewer and an
outlet T, baffle or effluent filter to
control the flow of wastewater from
the tank to the drainfield. For a typ-

ical three bedroom house, the cost is

tion of a fully in-ground system, or
$9,000 - $20,000 if it is fully raised.
With regular maintenance, pump-
ing every three to five years, a well
maintained system should have a 20
to 25 vear life. Where there is not
adequate land for a drainfield
and/or inappropriate soil types,
alternative systems may be consid-
ered.

The Waterloo Biofilter has an
aerobic biofilter and uses foam
cubes as a filter. The cost is compa-
rable to a conventional raised-bed
system. The Ecoflo uses peat as a
treatment medium and is complete-
ly enclosed in a fibre glass shell.
Both of these systems have filters
and require serving offered by the

installation companies every six

sumers to get the information need-

$5.000 to $10.000 for the installa- sumerstog >

ed to make informed choices as
installers tend to represent only one
manufacturer. However, the manu-
facturer’s web sites may prove help-
ful.

While

used to be handled by local health

installation approvals

units applications and approvals are
now handled by the local building
officials.

For more information on the
Home Owners Seminar or about
on-site wastewater systems contact
Mike Gibson at The Ontario Rural
Wastewater Centre, 519-824-4120
ext. 4687.

months. The estimated service cost i

is $100 to $200 annually. These sys-
tems require considerably less land
space than conventional systems.
Sand Filter Systems typically
used for large commercial applica-
tions are being adapted for single
family homes. They require a pump
and discharge to a shallow buried
trench system but also use less land
than conventional systems. Aerobic
Treatment Units manufactured by
various companies such  as
Whitewater, Northern Purification
Systems, Norweco and Canadian
Biocycle will require a leaching bed.
Pealand Systems offer a wetland sys-
tem using a peat filter. There are
also engineered systems customized
to meet specific design challenges.

At present it is difficult for con-
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How much are you missing of the

words you really want to hear?

Today missing a few words is a few too many. Your family
and friends want to be heard by you on special occasions and
every day. If you have a hearing loss, those relationships can
suffer. Hearing loss, in most cases, is so gradual you may not
know you have one. Or you may be waiting for technology to
catch up with your needs. With today’s digital hearing solu-
tions, the wait is over.
Beltone’s advanced “Smart Listening ™” technology, with its
advanced Speech Pattern Detection System, continuously
analyzes incoming sounds and based on typical pattern differ-
ences, decides whether those signals are more likely to be
speech. When the system determines that sounds are not pre-
dominantly speech-like, amplification is automatically reduced.
This system actually adapts to sound as you move from one
listening environment to another. We call it “Smart Listening”.

At the Georgetown Hearing Clinic, we are committed to your individual hearing needs.

The Georgetown

HEARING CLINIC

Find out today how we can help.

We care about your hearing!

99 Sinclair Ave. Suite 210
Georgetown

905-873-0042
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