Farmers feel CH stepping out of

bounds with Green

t's almost ready. Conservation
Halton is currently putting the
finishing touches on its new three

Plan.
Halton

year Strategic
The

Advisory Committee and

Agricultural
the
Halton Federation of Agriculture
have both been active participants
in the process, providing input and
outlining concerns as well.

Recently, Jamie Fisher repre-
sented both organizations when he
spoke to Conservation Halton
about concerns regarding their
Green Iﬁ'nds Strategy.

Conservation Halton CAO
Theresa Maguire-Garber outlined
the Green Lands Strategy in a
recent newsletter as, “A critical
component of the plan to deter
mine the optimum amount of nat-
ural areas required for a healthy
watershed. The program will identi-
fy and protect environmentally sen-
sitive areas through acquisition,
stewardship agreements, and con-
servation easements. The strategy
will also include measures to estab-
lish natural corridors linking water-
shed
ble
public.”

Mr. Fisher spoke to the Board

of Directors for

ecosystems, and where possi-

have the lands accessible to the

Conservation
Halton about the water equation,
rainfall, infiltration, ground and
surface water.

“From our point of view it
appears that the infiltration part of
the covered by the
Fisher.

equation is

equation 1s
Region,” explained Mr.
“The run-off part of the
not as well monitored and we're
not sure there is a clear leadership
in the surface water part of our
watershed.”

Mr. Fisher reminded the
Board the Bronte Creek Watershed
has only two monitoring points - at
Carlisle and at Crawford Lake.
“One

is anything we might be

of our biggest concerns
causing,
he

explained. “We think you have the

especially in water quality,

best knowledge to gauge where to
put that monitoring base. From our
point of view, you are the surface

r, like
Walkerton, is going to happen and

water people. The next disaste
I wouldulike to know that Halton’s
watershed is protected and can han-

dle any problem with engineers and

by Donna Danielli

scientists.’

When contacted for com-
ment, Conservation of Halton
Director of Marketing Gary Hutton
said, “Mr. Fisher certainly has a
point, but there are also other agen-
cies involved in surface water plan-

The of the

Environment is in charge of per-

ning. Ministry
mits regarding taking over 50,000
litres of water daily but that's not
done in communication with the
conservation authorities working
with the watershed. There needs to
be more clarification for who is
responsible for surface water.”

The basis of Mr. Fisher’s

entation to Conservation Halton

pres-
was the most effective use of their
budget at a time when funding isn’t
as plentiful as in the past.

The position of the Halton
Federation of Agriculture is that
Halton’s
Lands Strategy not only duplicates

Conservation Green
the Region’s Green Lands Strategy
but also their own Watershed Plan.

“We don’t see it as a huge
amount of resources as we hope to
add that strategy to the stewardship
studies and the watershed studies,”
Garber.

“It’s really more a matter of pulling

explained Ms. Maguire

all the information from all the
other studies into one study.”

Watershed
Bob

Director of

Management Services

Edmondson summed it up.

Lands Strategy

“We're continuing on with the
whole process of watershed man-
agement and planning. These plans
include identifying natural areas.
The Green Lands Strategy is a con-
tinuation of that process and we
will certainly be working with the
Region to make sure there is no
duplication.”

Mr. that

Conservation Halton should think

Fisher argued
twice before taking on new projects
like Smart Growth and Green
Lands.

“We think you should forget
about taking on a Green Lands
Strategy but take a leadership role
in surface water monitoring and
research, and set an example on
lands that you own for the best use
of environmentally sensitive areas,”
said Mr. Fisher.

“We need you to take that
leadership role in groundwater
management and monitoring. We
think that there are enough experts
here to see what you've done in the
past, and look at how you can do it
better or if it even needs to be done
better. The Green Lands study
not something you should put a lot
of resources into."

At press time, Conservation
Halton was still in the process of
reviewing the draft of its Strategic
Plan before presenting it to its
Board
approval.

of Directors for final
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2002 Garden Guide

GardenGulde Brinc i il 2 and

Georgetown Garden
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receive a FREE

Garden Guide

with your minimum
purchase of $10.00
or more.”

* Limit 1 per purchase.
Valid until June 15, 2002
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