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Personal Perspective

of

=~ L.M. Montgomery

Q;_Jailc Reviews

by Deborah Quaile

q uthor Alexandra Heilbron
has collected first-hand

reminiscences of the friends,
family, neighbours and servants
of Lucy Maud Montgomery, for-
mer Norval minister’s wife and
famed author of the “Anne” and
“Emily” series of books.

Maud
Montgomery was published in

Remembering  Lucy

October. It’s a collection of inter-
views with people in Prince
Edward Island and Ontario,
including many locals in the
Norval area. Notably, author
Mary Maxwell, who wrote To
Walk A Country Mile, and Marion
Laird is featured, as well as a
photo supplied by Mayor Kathy
Gastle. The frank interviews are
interspersed with old and new
photographs, some of which
have never before been pub-
lished.

Montgomery both during her

Articles about

lifetime and after. her death offer
further insight into one of
Canada’s best-loved authors.

L.M.
Montgomery's books were warm

Since most of

and humourous, readers
assumed that the author’s life
was also like that. However,
when Professors Rubio and
Waterston of the University of
Guelph

Montgomery's series of journals,

published

readers uncovered a dark side to

the writer, with numerous
episodes of pain, heartbreak and
dismay. Through the juxtaposi-
tion of the two opposites, readers
began to pose a question: what
was Montegomery really like!

By discussing this with peo-
ple who knew Montgomery, Ms.
Heilbron has written recollec-
tions about her daily routine,

relationships with family mem-

bers, writing, community
involvement and more. The

interviews were transcribed from
tape, and have not been com-
pletely edited of the speakers
exact words, so that the reader
can derive their own truth from
the stories.

- “I first thought of doing the
book when I met Elsie Bushby
Davidson in Uxbridge in 1995,
when | was covering their annual
LMM Day for The Avonlea
Traditions Chronicle (a maga-
zine for fans of LMM and Anne
of Green Gables),” Ms. Heilbron
comments. She was one of
[ MM’s first maids, and I decided
to interview Mrs. Davidson for
the magazine, with the thought
that if I could find enough peo-
- ple, my findings could one day
make a very interesting book.
The interview ran in the maga-
zine in 1996, and we had a lot of
positive feedback from readers,
so I decided to go ahead with my

plans. I'm very happy with

Maud
Montgomery; it's exactly what 1

Remembering Lucy
had in mind when I first came up
with the concept.”

Not only do the interviews
change readers’ perspectives, but
they have also changed the
author’s perceptions of the
woman behind the journals.

“After reading her books
and her journals, I still had no

what Maud

Montgomery would have been

idea Lucy
like to personally know or meet.
Nowhere in her books or her
journals do we see the sicr:le of her
that I saw when speaking to peo-
ple who actually knew her. I did-
n't meet anyone who had a nega-
tive impression of her, or who
didn’t like and respect her. She
was a cheerful, happy, generous
person by all accounts and some
people | interviewed were really
angry that the journals had been
published, because they didn’t
think they presented a true repre-
sentation of LMM at all. I believe
- and several people I interviewed
said this as well - that she used
the journals only as an outlet
when she was depressed, angry or
sad, to get negative thoughts and
feelings off her chest.”

“The interviews were con-
ducted between 1996 and 1999,
and it was really a race for time to
get them completed.”

Since publication, at least
five people interviewed have
passed away. All the material
gained from the interviews has
been used, and the author
believes that this is “the final
piece of information. We see
MM from all sides now, and
gain as clear a picture of her as
we ever will... As a journalist, 1
wanted to present the whole
truth, not a whitewashed version
of it, or only the part of it that I
thought would be pleasing to
fans. One extremely fervent fan
tried to talk me out of publishing
the story about the boys having
lice. It was an embarrassing
moment for LMM, definitely,
but it just makes her more
human.”

Alexandra Heilbron worked

as editor of The Avonlea

Traditions Chronicle, a fan mag-
azine for L.M. Montgomery, for
five years. In 2000, she won a
writing award from the Prince
Edward Island Museum and
Heritage Foundation for her first
book, The Lucy Maud Montgomery
Album.

Remembering Lucy Maud
Montgomery
Alexandra Heilbron
Toronto:

The Dundurn Group, 2001
256 pgs, p/b, $26.99
ISBN 1-55002-3624

Local artist paints a bright future

by Deborah Quaile

¥ I \ucked back into the trees on

Second Line in Campbellville
is the home studio of artist Tina
Newlove, where a bearsized
Newfoundland gives enthusiastic
oreetings and Ernie the bird cheer-
fully natters on in the sunny
kitchen window.

“I've been working profession-
ally since I graduated (in 1996),”
Ms. Newlove commented. “I always
wanted to be an artist ... in high-
school | knew that I had to go to
school for art or not at all!”

She graduated from McMaster
University with a BA Honours
(with distinction) in Fine Arts, and
has since participated in numerous
juried shows, held many exhibi-
tions, and received awards for her

work. Her first solo show was in

1994,
In 2001 alone, she has had

three solo exhibitions, _
and been involved in
“Insights” at  the

Wellington  County

Museum; the Members
Juried Exhibition at
The Arts & Letters L

Club in Toronto; and

ey

in the Spring Art Show 5 § 4
Hummingbird Centre, § .
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National

Canada, Toronto.

Closer to home, ..
Ms. Newlove has a current showing
Café in
Campbellville, running through to
the first week of January 2002. On

the walls are various samples of her

nizable but with odd twists and

at Country Laine turns.” She has painted “a lot of

fish,” but the new focus is on trees
- winding, writhing, reaching, or
weeping, some with a strong J.R.R.

work, mostly oil on canvas but  Tilkein feel, grasping onto rocky

some watercolour as well. footholds and often standing alone

in shadowed skies. She has sold

(Continued on next page)

The artist says she paints “out
of my head; most things are recog-
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CHRISTIAN BOOKSHOPPE
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176 Speedvale Ave. W., Guelph
(519) 836-6430

| Fine handcraft and folk |

art by Canadian artisans.
Rug hooking studio,
supplies and classes.

Hand carved Santas and

Celebrate the True
Meaning of Christmas
with a gift from the Storehouse

e CD’s ® Videos ® Prints

e Fontanini Créches

Christmas collectibles.
Reproduction furniture
by Tin Roof Enterprises
of Nova Scotia.
Open 7 days in December,
11 am.-5 p.m.

- 905.702.8311
519 Main Street,
Glen Willia

e Books ® Bibles

and Figurines

Christmas hours
from November 29: Monday to Friday: 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m. L
Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. i i

What goes into a mind, comes out in a life.

Guelph Chamber Choir
Upcoming Concerts

Christmas Cheer
December 15, 8:00 p.m.

The sounds of Christmas will ring merrily on
high during this winsome concert which features
the Guelph Chamber Choir, about 170 voices from community
choirs and the Brass Rings. Each choir performs individually and

together as a glorious massed choir.

Handel's Messiah, December 22, 8:00 p.m.

This year's performance will resonate with the true sound of
Handel's time with a Baroque orchestra consisting of instruments
) . Fags ; »

like those used in Handel's time. Soloists: Jennie Such, Lasana

Barrow, Kevin McMillan and Mel Braun.

River Run Centre, Guelph, (519) 763-3000
$25 per person, $10 for students
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TEEATLE IN ITE TLEES

The Arboretum @ University ol Cuelph
T S T S R T e A T U T = R TR B
Food, Friends and Frivolity

Enjoy a scrumptious
hot & cold buffet and the
light-hearted comedy

“Funny Valentines”

$49 per person

(inclusive)
Saturdays:
February 2, February 9,
February 16, February 23,
March 2, March 9,
March 16, March 23,
April 6, April 13,
April 20, April 27

To order tickets, contact The Arboretum

(519) 824-4120 ext. 4110

www.uoguelph.ca/~arboretu




