TEAC Committee plays vital role
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in environmental proftection

Q sk Daphne Shropshall, chair
f the Town Environmental
Advisory Committee (TEAC), how

she developed her passion for envi-
ronmentalism and she’ll tell you
that it all started with her family's
move from Mississauga to rural

Ballinafad.®
middle of traffic, pollution, dirt

“You're [living] in the

and noise,” says Shropshall, “then
you move out here, see the wildlife
and the seasons and you realize this
needs protecting. It gives you a
whole new outlook on life.”

As more and more develop-
ments spring up across Halton
Hills, TEAC’s 12-person volunteer
committee is playing a vital role in
ensuring that town planning and
policy does not adversely affect
local waterways, wood lots or val-
leys. Formed by the town in 1993,
the committee is composed of a
diverse group of residents that
includes botanists, geologists, stu-
dents, teachers and people like
Shropshall, who are simply interest-
ed in “being involved in the town
on behalf of the environment.”

Since the Planning Act “does-
n't always take the environment
into account,” says Shropshall, one
of TEAC’s main responsibilities is
to review and comment on devel-

When the

planned construction of a school in

opment applications.

South Georgetown threatened a
local wood lot, for example, TEAC
was instrumental in preserving a
large portion of it by suggesting an
alternate configuration for the
building plans.

TEAC's advisory capacity also
extends to town policies on issues
such as tree planting. “We are try-
ing to encourage the town to use
native species lof trees|] because
some species are so invasive that

" When

the town began planting invasive

they will take over an area.

Norway Maple trees instead of
native.species, TEAC pointed this
out as a potential problem.
Although the saltresistant maples
are still being used on collector
roads, they are no longer planted
within 100 meters of ravines, parks
Or waterways.
This

achievement,  says
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Shropshall, required “a bit of give
and take,” but she is still encour-
aged by the changes she has seen in
the town and public’s attitude
toward the environment. “Twenty
years ago, even 10 years ago, plan-
ning didn’t even take into account
the damages done to waterways.
Drains more or less emptied into
creeks. Thinking, thank goodness,
is changing.”

To maintain this awareness,
TEAC sponsors workshops through
the winter months on topics such
as naturalization, pesticides and
how to be environmentally friendly
in daily life. '

TEAC’s work has not gone
unrecognized. The group was
recently awarded the Halton Board
of Education Blue Planet award for
an environmental education pack-

age it developed for the Willow

Park Ecological Centre in Norval.
The centre, which recently had its
groundbreaking ceremony, is com-
pletely stocked with native trees and
water plants and also features a
newly developed wetland that,
Shropshall says proudly, “already
has a resident turtle.” In addition,
TEAC committee members were
among 350 volunteers who were
honoured by the Town of Halton
Hills at a

Recognition Reception.

recent Volunteer

Still, between running a busi-
ness with her husband, restoring
their home and devoting ten hours
TEAC duties,

Shropshall laughingly admits that

per week to

she sometimes wonders why she
gets herself involved in so much.

“But then something happens,
the adrenaline starts pumping and
it’s always worth it in the end.”
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Western Riding Camp Summer 2001

Discover the fun of horseback riding including lessons, trail rides, games and lots
more! Ages 9 to 16

17th Sideroad, Georgetown Barbara Newlands
Certified Cdn. Equestrian Level 2 Coach Horse Sense Training

905-877-5333

FIT TO BE TRIED

Personal Fitness Training

=2 Work out in the comfort and convenience
N of your own home with a

CERTIFIED PERSONAL TRAINER
Special Senior Rates
' Margaret Iutz
B.A. Sports Admin.

831-3221 (cen
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ORCHARDS
It’s too hot to make dinner
Order one of our five different types of

meat pie and a delicious fruit pie for a

complete meal
Always available

Crisp apples

Apple cider
Fresh baked
go0ods

2nd Line,
south of 15th Sideroad,
Campbellville

905-854-2673
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264 Main Street North, Acton
Family owned and operaled

(5]9) 853 ]970 We Dehver

We specialize in pressure treated lumber
for your fence and deck requirements.
Call Leathertown for competitive prices.
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Rough Pine
Great for Board & Batten 1x12

895¢ iin.1t.

Hobby Craft Clear Pine
1"x3"x24” $4.99 bundle (8 pcs)

6” PET SCREEN $2.99 Fr.
8” PET SCREEN $3.99 Fr.

Beyond the |
Screen Door |

Victorian Style ﬁﬂmh
Wood

Rough Oak Fencing
1 x6 x 16’
Call for pricing
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We stock the
BEST CEDAR

available
“Evans Plus”
In lengths to 20’

Sakrete
Concrete Mix
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o Lakeslde $129.99

Bayside $189.99

We stock

Windsor Select plus

Water $4.99/20 kg LT[ H g
Softener S1.9940K9 Y e largest paint man-
Salt Crystal |l ufacturer in Canada.
cash & $5.99/20 kg Choose from over

carry only $10.49/40 kg

4,000 co.’oursf
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