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Dr. Bug’s

‘ hances are greater that bedbugs
may bite than has been the

case in the recent past. It seems that
bedbug infestations are on the
increase. Other pest control compa-
nies that [ have talked to report an
increase in calls for this pest from
the past. Places where they are
showing up include hotels, board-
ing houses, university residences,
dormitories, camps, homes and
even planes and buses. They can be
transported in bedding, furniture,
mattresses, and suitcases and in
multi-unit buildings can migrate
from room to room.

The human bedbug, Cimex
lectularius is a member of the true
bug family, which includes such
other notables as stink bugs, assas-
sin bugs, chinch bugs and box elder
Bedbugs

mouthparts and are blood feeders.

bugs. have piercing
There are numerous other species
of bedbugs, which feed on a variety
of hosts including bats, birds and
animals. Human bed bugs can also
be found on domestic poultry and
in bat roosts.

[t is believed that the human
bedbug evolved from bat bugs
when our ancestors still lived in
caves. Bedbugs have been found in
the dump of a workman's village
built during the construction of
tombs for Egyptian kings 3,500
years ago. They are mentioned in
Roman and Greek writings.
Bedbugs were a phenomenon of
the upper class in medieval Britain

as they are temperature sensitive
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by Robert Cameron °

Night, night — sleep tight...
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and could not survive the cold in
dwellings of the lower classes.

Bed bugs are 5-8 mm in size
and very flattened. Adults are

about the diameter of a pencil eras-

er. They are brownish in colour and

become reddish brown after a
blood meal. They feed mostly at
night on the upper body, arms,
shoulders and neck. Like many
other parasites, they inject an anti-
coagulant when they bite, and it is
this that causes the itching, inflam-
mation and formation of a bump.
Bed bugs are not known as disease
carriers.

Bed bugs will hide in a variety
of places including the seams of
mattresses, bed frames, inside box
springs, behind baseboards, door
and window frames, peeling wallpa-
per, behind pictures, inside closets
or dressers, etc. Signs of bed bugs
include blood spots on sheets and
mattresses. Beds must be stripped
and pulled apart when inspecting
for their presence.

- Control involves more than
saying shoo. All bed linen must be
laundered. Vacuuming the mattress
with a crevice tool will help. Steam
cleaning the mattress is sometimes
recommended but it may be diffi-
cult to dry after. Pesticide applica-
tion is often necessary around the
room but should not be applied to
the mattress. If the problem is
severe then it would be best to con-
sult a professional.

And if they still do, hit
them with your shoe...
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Discover

Iumbing Warehouse
| Bath & Kitchen Showroom

We carFy name brand products! In-house Spring Specials!

Business Hours  Free delivery * Seniors’ Discounts
5 Mountainview Rd. N.,
Georgetown

905-702-0885

Open 7 Days
Mon-Thurs 9-7
Fri 9-8 Sat 9-5
Sun 12-5

- Guelph St.

DELIVER!
throughout
rural

Zan# #4?:;4/ Halton

Spring & Distilled Water 905-876-1991

Cooler Sales & Rentals

723 Main St. E.
Milton
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SCOTT'S

OAK « PINE

FURNI T URE
GACLCERY

Pine T.V.
Armoire

with Bi-fold Doors

Sale Price:
$849. %

Regular Price $1,099.

Many other in-store specials!
Open 7 Days a week

197 Main Street, South, Rockwood
219-856-2537

Bulk Water
Delivery

VERN’S WATER
SERVICE

Operated by
Harley and Kim Pickering

For wells, cisterns,
- pools, hot tubs,
and more.

+ Serving Milton and
~ surrounding areas
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ROUND
=~ SERVICE

For reliable and
professional service call

905-878-3997

6324 3rd Line
Milton

Rockmosa

Cﬂmmum't_y Centre

When a little mone
meand a lol, . .

* Weddings
* Parties

* Business
Functions

Smoke Free
Environment

Wheelchair Accessible

Licensed
Capacity 300

919-856-9951
Ext. 25

Main Street North,
Rockwood
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_____ BRADEN

SLTD

* Pioneers in practical,
energy-efficient housing

Vi * Small-scale company

providing constant

on-site supervision
and personal interaction
with clients

S e
!

* Uniquely crafted
homes, additions
and renovations

e
s e

» Extreme care taken
_ in choice of building
material for quality and
chemical composition”

» Barrier-free access and
attention to other special
needs is ‘our standard’

“We believe we build
the most efficient
and comfortable

homes in Ontario.”

(519) 856-9306

starpages.com/braden-homes

Fax: (519) 856-9611
Rockwood,
Ontario

Spring is here!

WE SPECIALIZE IN PRESSURE
TREATED LUMBER

Brookville Minor
Baseball Association

Last chance for
registration
Tuesday, April 10,

6 to 8:30 p.m. at
Nassagaweya Hall.
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Let us teach you everything
you ever wanted to know
about building a deck at
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Saturday, April 21, 2001

Free coffee * Free donuts ¢ Prizes
Call for details

Win the Ultimate "y =
SO " e | Building a Pole
4,000 colours Contest Barn? fax us your

to choose April 2-30
from Details in store requirements

(519) 853-1970

Fax: (519) 853-2542, Toronto Line (416) 601-1259
264 Main Street North, Acton L7) 1W9




