ters providing a recognized forum
enabling the communities to
express their interests in heritage
conservation. The services pro-
vided by such committees vary by
municipality but include things

With fall municipal elections just
around the corner, now is the
time for voters interested in her-
itage conservation issues to start
finding out where their candi-
dates stand on related issues.
Building heritage plays a vital
role in our lives, not only remind-
ing us of our past but connects us
with the spirit of our communi-
ties. With recent provincial
restructuring affecting numerous
communities across the province
it is imperative that heritage pri-
orities not get lost in the shuffle.
Our inheritance of architecture,
manmade landscapes and materi-
al culture are irreplaceable assets
and resources. They are unique to
each community whether an
example of a particular style or
building material, the signifi-
cance of the person or family who
lived there, or the streetscape as
a whole.

The Ontario Heritage Act
has been in place since 1974 and
sets out the role and responsibili-
ty of municipalities concerning
policy and decision-making local-
ly on heritage matters. Most
councils in this area have
appointed Local Architectural
Advisory Committees to advise
and give input on heritage mat-

like heritage designation of pri-
vate and public properties, estab-
lishing heritage districts within a
village or town, advising property
owners on appropriate conserva-
tion and maintenance practices,
education, raising community
awareness, research and invento-
ries of heritage resources.

Heritage designation has
often been misunderstood but
owners of properties of historical
or architectural value often seek
out designation wanting to pre-
serve their contribution for the
future. Designation recognizes
and reinforces the cultural value
and community appreciation of
heritage properties and provides
protection against inappropriate
changes or possible demolition in
the future. It does not impose
expenses beyond those expected
of any property owner.

University of Waterloo
Professor Robert Shipley conduct-
ed a study and published a report
concerning the trends in property
values of designated heritage
properties in 1996. He studied
2707 properties in 24 Ontario
communities and concluded that
the sale prices of designated prop-
erties were at or above average In
all but one of the communities
studied.

Articulating the need
for Heritage Conservation

“Far from showing any con-
sistent negative effect there is in
fact a positive correlation
between designation and an
enhancement in the rate of
increase in property values when
measured against the average
trend in property values within a
given community,” the report
stated. It goes on to say that des-
ignation alone does not cause the
increase in investment but that
condition, maintenance and
upgrades in the property are key
factors.

Coinciding with Wayne
Gretzky’s retirement from hockey
in 1999 Brantford designated his
boyhood home built in 1956. In
recognition of Ontario’s Heritage
Week theme “Our Farming
Heritage,” Waterloo LACAC is
designating an historic
Mennonite Farm. In addition to
numerous buildings the City of
Guelph has designated bridges,
fountains, trees and landscapes.
There are so many pieces of every
community’s past that warrant
preservation.

Although funds to individual
owners of designated properties
for restoration work are no longer
available, municipalities are find-
ing other creative means to
encourage and assist owners.
While property taxation policies
sometimes penalize owners who
do improvements and restoration
of the heritage properties, some
municipalities such as Cobourg,
Kitchener, London and Perth

Dr. Bug’e "Bugbytes”

Carpenter ants are wood infesting
ants and can occur in almost any part
of a home including interior & exterior
walls, attics, ceilings, subfloors,
under shingles, beams, logs, below
doors, insulation, and a variety of odd
places including the linings of fridges.
Carpenter ants vary in size from small
workers at 5mm up to the large
queens at 177mm. They are either all
black or black with a reddish mid-sec-
tion. A mature nest will contain about
3000 ants and can occupy an area
stretching from the floor to the ceiling
and be several feet wide.

Unlike termites, carpenter ants
do not eat wood. They chew galleries
in the wood to build their nests. Damp
or partially rotted wood is preferred as
it is softer and easier for the ants to
chew ns well as providing a moisture
source. They can be found in insula-
tion and styrofoam such as is found in
cathedral ceilings or basement walls.
Food in the home is not as attractive
to carpenters, their primary food
source being other insects and plant
saps. Once the weather is warm
enough, they will forage outside
bringing the food back into their nest
in the house. | have often found car-
penter ants tending aphids on trees
and shrubs. Watch out for peonies in
your garden! Many of the homes |
have inspected for carpenter ant
problems had peonies planted up
against the foundations. In these
cases, | recommend that they be
moved to beds further out in the yard.
Carpenter ants travel long distances,
often up to 300 feet from the nest.

Carpenter ants can enter struc-
tures in a number of ways. A single

BY ROBERT CAMERON
SPECIAL TO THE COMPASS

Carpenter Ants

queen can enter the home and begin
laying eggs. An entire colony can
move in using telephone or hydro
lines, fences, tree limbs touching the
house or simply march across the
lawn and up the side of the house.
Another way is through firewood.
Carpenter ants become dormant in
the winter. If infested wood is brought
in, the dormant ants can revive when
the wood warms up, and possibly
move into the structure of the house.
Stumps, dead limbs, rotting decks,
fences, railway ties and firewood are
some common sources in the yard.
Eliminating carpenter ants
involves finding the nest. Watching
for areas of heavy activity, observing
where the ants go in and out of the
woodwork, listening for noises made
by the colony, looking for sawdust
piles and watching for activity on the
exterior are all ways of trying to deter-
mine the nest location. Check for
areas that may have a moisture prob-
lem such as leaks around tubs or
showers, leaking plumbing, roof
leaks, leaks around windows, efc.
Carpenter ants are mainly noc-
turnal and activity peaks during the
night. They are most active in warm,
humid weather and less active when
it is cool. All ants produce a winged
stage at a certain time of the year.
These are the reproductives or kings
and queens. Carpenter ant reproduc-
tives emerge in late spring or early
summer. This stage is only produced
in well established colonies. It is pos-
sible to have more than one nest
especially if the ants have been there
for a long time. | have inspected
homes with multiple nests scattered

Bugged?

Cluster Flies, Wasps & Bees,
Spiders, Ants, Rodents, etc.

call Dr. Bug

905-877-7014
urban pest control itd., serving Halton

throughout the house.
Prevention of carpenter ants

_involves eliminating moisture prob-

lems, pruning back tree limbs touch-
ing the house, removing rotting wood
from decks, fences, tree stumps or
other sources such as railway ties
and firewood close to the house.
Treatment of these ants often
involves drilling small holes into the
nest area and injecting insecticide
into the nest. in some cases it may be
necessary to pull off trim or paneling
to get at the colony. Treating around
the outside perimeter will also help.

Although carpenter ants can
severely damage a section of wood
such as a window sill, beam or stud,
especially if it has been water dam-
aged, they will not cause the house to
come crashing down around you.
Their damage is usually confined to
relatively small areas. Well-estab-
lished colonies however can be a
major annoyance with large numbers
of ants roaming through the house
each spring and early summer.
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have used the powers provided
under the Ontario Heritage Act to
provide Conditional Heritage
grants or tax back grants to qual-
ified owners. Heritage easements
are also being used and in some
cases the donation of an easement
benefits the owner with tax
advantages. @ The  Heritage
Challenge Fund Community
Program, a joint effort between

authorities and First Nation
Councils for capital projects relat-
ed to conservation and restora-
tion of heritage properties, feasi-
bility studies and plans, as well
as endowments to provide income
for similar ongoing capital costs.
The importance of the role
the public plays in each commu-
nity articulating the need for her-
itage conservation and helping to

find viable solutions for their
preservation cannot be overstat-
ed. Public debate should be
encouraged and initiated early
particularly in a municipal elec-
tion year. Find out if heritage is a
priority for your candidates!

the Ontario Ministry of
Citizenship, Culture and

Recreation and the Ontario
Heritage Foundation, provides
matching funds to municipalities,
not-for-profit organizations, local
boards,

service conservation

- +
P i als
Home & Garden Accessories

Thank you Milton for all your wonderful support
during our first year.

First Anniversary Sale begins August 1st

Town Square,
221 Main St. €., Milton

905-693-9796

s s T F
RETIREMENT BUNGALOW
* 3 bedroom brick bungalow situated

in a nice Guelph neighbourhood
* close to shopping and medical services
¢ newer oak kitchen
e updated roof, soffits & eaves
* French doors from den to deck
* rec room with gas fireplace

$153,000
VACANT LAND
Build Your Country Dream
$79,.900 Eramosa 1/2 acre building lot in a hamlet setting close to Guelph
s —————— A0S IS
$87,900 Eramosa  1.83 acres, gentle slope south and west. Ideal for solar

dream home

49 acres Nassagaweya Mixed bush and meadow, perfect setting for hobby farm

OPPORTUNITY AWAITS
GRASSHOPPER CAFE ATTENTION HAIRDRESSERS

¢ excellent location in a stone * owner retiring, take over an
building in the heart of downtown established business
Guelph ¢ ligquor license cap. 35 e unique family haircare service [
* est. six years * caters to business ¢ Joyal clientele
clientele, shoppers, students & late  ® turnkey operation
night crowd * room to expand
$58,500 * high traffic location

$27,500
Thinking of Buying or Selling?

" Bonnie Mullen
(519) 837-1300

" Toll Free 1-877-374-7653

representing

RE/MAX realty specialists inc., Guelph |
| Success Built on Sewice
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ain Street North, Acton L7) 1W
Family owned and operated
ROUGH PINE |cLEAR PINE | Clear Cedar

Great for
Board & Batten

1%x12- .15 lin. ft.

WE SPECIALIZE IN PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER

(519) 853-1970

9) 853-2542, Toronto Line (416) 601-1259

e ———

Eve
to do the job right!

Hours:
Monday to Friday
7 am. to 6 p.m.

Saturday
8 am. to 4 p.m.

Picnic Table

o

66 9 6' Pressure Treated 5
e §125%
available Order yours today!

Select plus Crafters Plywood

) We stock the | BUILDING A Baltic Birch

Best Cedar |pOLE BARN?|  5is'x1/8” $18.99 ca.
Crystal Il available g
$5r?959f20 kg EVANS PLUS Fax us your 5'x5'x1/4” $24.99 ea. £
$10.49/40 kg LENGTHS To 20 | FeQUirementst 5'%x5'x1/2” $39.99 ea.

We stock
L [H 1

the largest paint manufac-
turer in Canada. Choose
from over 4,000 colours!
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