Dr. Bug'e "Bugbytec”

BY ROBERT CAMERON
SPECIAL TO THE COMPASS

Mosquitoes

The list of devices, remedies and methods for controlling pests is almost endless and those promoted for con-
trolling mosquitoes are near the top. I am frequently asked how to prevent or eliminate mosquitoes. The
short answer is that you can’t. Mosquito abatement agencies or companies can reduce mosquito populations
but,this is not currently being carried out in Southern Ontario. Controlling these pests on your own proper-
ty can be very difficult. The list of products and devices that have been shown through testing and research
to be ineffective includes bug zappers, ultrasonics, citronella type plants, vitamin B, and bats and purple
martins.

The use of foggers or power sprayers can be effective for treating limited areas such as for backyard par-
ties or weddings. Results however are very short lived and dependent on weather and the terrain around the
function area. Controlled release devices can be effective in certain situations but are influenced by many
variables and can be expensive. LN

You can reduce mosquito-breeding sites around your property by eliminating potential sources. Anything
that can hold water for extended periods can act as a breeding site. Things such as tin cans, plastic contain-
ers, pots, old tires, pool covers or other tarps, stagnant pools or ponds, deep wheel ruts can all act as a breed-
ing source. Look over your property for these types of sites.

Protecting yourself is your best line of defense. This includes:

* avoiding outside activity at dawn and dusk if possible during peak biting season
* wear long sleeve, loose fitting shirts and long pants
* wear a bug net type hat

* use an insect repellent. Many repellents contain DEET, and the higher the concentration,
the more effective they will be

* for longer term, screen in porches or gazebos

In Ontario, mosquitoes are considered mostly a nuisance because of their bites. They are of course capa-
ble of carrying disease. In the early years, when our canals were being dug, malaria was present in Ontario.
Workers who had contracted the disease while working in tropical countries and then came.-to work in
Ontario passed it on after being bitten by local mosquitoes. We had an outbreak of St. Louis encephalitis in
Ontario in 1976 with several human deaths. Last summer there was an outbreak of West Nile virus in New
York State with 61 severe cases and 7 deaths. These two types of encephalitis are similar and are spread hy
mosquitoes and wild birds. If a mosquito bites an infected bird and then a human, the disease can then be
passed on to the human. At least 18 bird species examined by the CDC have tested positive for the virus
including crows, blue jays, robins and red-tailed hawks with crows being the most heavily infected. Domestic
animals such as cats, dogs and horses have also tested positive for the virus. Tests have shown that the virus
has survived over the winter in New York State. It is too soon to tell yet if it will be a problem again this sum-
mer or if it might spread north into Ontario. Weather conditions will be an important factor. The heavy rain-
falls we have been experiencing this spring provide ideal breeding conditions for mosquitoes.

Bugged?

Cluster Flies, Wasps & Bees,
Spiders, Ants, Rodents, etc.

call Dr. Bug
905-877-7014
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URBAN WILDERNESS

LANDSCAPING
building natural environments

Garden Destgn/Build urban pest control itd., serving Haiton
Naturalized Plantings
Tree ﬂcmﬂ:;g. Pruning & R emoval | Bea‘on nonilng
Patlos, Walkways. Driveways ‘
R etatning Wall Construction .
Son 38 vRARS oF Shingled Roofs / Steel Barns
Irrigation & Outdoor Cighting Industrial Roofs / Flat Roofs
S EPDM - Tar & Gravel
90%7-840-2487% 519-856-9784 Sarnafil -Modified

R.R.#1,
Guelph, ON
N1H 6H7

10,333 Winston Churchill Bivd.
Box 201 RR2, Norval Ont.,

Sheet Metal & Aluminum

LOP 1KO Barn Siding / Repair
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Strawberry Social

at Ebenezer United Church
Thursday, June 29, 5 to 8 p.m.

Coine one, come all! All-you-want Strawberry Social at Ebenezer
United Church, 12274 Guelph Line (6 kms. north of the 401).
Tickets: Adults $7, Children 5 to 12 $2.50, Pre-school free.
Pay at the door.

Blue Iris

Garden Centre

“Where nature
and people meet”

Great selection of annuals, perennials, trees,
shrubs, roses, water plants, Emu-crafts,
cedar products and much more.
Perennials grown at Blue Iris — over 700 varieties!

Landscape service
available

519-856-9789

Please phone for hours

25 ACRE HOBBY FARM $439,900 I
V pretty setting in Puslinch

v 2 spring fed ponds

v 2800 sq. ft., 3 bedroom home

v main floor family room

v m/f laundry ¥ 40 x 30 barn with
V stalls, water, hydro

v 2 car garage

COZY RETIREMENT
BUNGALOW $157,000

e | V3 bedrooms V den with French doors

e ¥ 1 to deck V oak kitchen new "99
4  roof 99 V upgraded windows & exteri-

or doors ¥ maintenance-free

soffits & fascia V rec room w/ gas |
firéplace V fenced yard w/ garden
- & storage shed

| < spacious principle rooms V living room dining
4  room/family room with oak floors v country
M kitchen Y main floor laundry v 2 bathrooms v deck
vV roof '99 Y numerous upgrades incl. plumbing,
electric, windows V vintage details courtyard gar-
den

BE YOUR OWN BOSS $90,000

\ located in the heart of downtown Guelph

vV popular meeting place high traffic location

v trendy café in stone building established 6

R e " years Y numerous upgrades & new equipment
ot o *3, ~in 18 months V loyal clientele

-------
T N e

FABI]LY HAIR CARE $27,500

v owner retiring V high traffic area V loyal clientele
built over 7 years + vV unique marketing edge

v special child-size fixtures and regular adult chairs
v room to grow

h&s) | Bonnie Mullen
(519) 837-1300
Toll Free 1-877-374-7653

representing

RE/MAX realty specialists inc., Guelph

_____
........

dig into spring.

What jobs do you need help with?

Everythmg you need
to do the job right!

Hours:
Monday to Friday

" dethatch the lawn * aerate * rototill the garden

at Petty’s Garage

Rentals ® Sales ® Service

Lawn and garden equipment
Home owners equipment
Contractors equipment

For your rental needs call

519-856-9571

Main & Alma Streets,
Rockwood

...........

264 Main Street North, Acton L7} 1TW9

Ready-to-Assemble

3 | Wooden Play
" Cente

WE SPECIALIZE IN PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER

(519) 853-1970

Fax (5]9) 853 2542 Toronto Lme (416) 601 1259

7 am. to 6 p.m.
Saturday
8 am. to 4 p.m.

JUNE SPECIAL! |
BUY 3 GALLONS |

ROUGH PINE |CLEAR PINE

Bo:::t,:::tm 2 OF SICO STAIN |
$4.99 OR FORMULA 77 [
1%X12 - « 1D lin. ft. 8 pc. bundle

PROTECTOR
AND RECEIVE

1 FREE"

*Gallon must be of equal |2
or lesser value

We stock the
Best Cedar

EVANS PLUS
LENGTHS TO 20’

BUILDING A
POLE BARN?

Fax us your
requirements!

We stock
LY [H

the largest paint manufac- @
turer in Canada. Choose
from over 4,000 colours!




