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I n a remarkable journey to
Icapture the heartbeat of
Canada, David Cruise and
Alison Griffiths explored the
countryside through the lives of
‘ people who work the land.
Cruise and Griffiths are a
husband and wife team, sea-
soned writers with six previous
best sellers to
I their credit.

“Even
Readers may rec-

ognize titles such
as The QGreat

cheated out

first mission to
bring order into

still grouchy after being

hay cut by rain that

willing prisoners since the
day they took up arms in

WORKING ACROSS |

THE COUNTRY
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Eprror

detailed descriptions of their
subjects’ occupations, offering
an intimate portrait that spans
generations of old families,
newcomers and visitors alike.
“Most of our ideas are our
own, but the last one was our
publisher’s idea. Initially we
weren't sure if it was quite our
kind of book - it
had neither the
exposé nor the
historical angle,
and we didn’t

dour farmers,

of their second

Adventure, the refused to come until too want to do a

epic tale of the late, then came in torrents, travelogue,”

newly  created find something good to say Griffiths com-
| Northwest aboutthe morning and the ments.

Mounted Police’s Jland that has held them “We started

with fewer leads
than any other

Canada’s wild their battle with nature. book, only hav-
| west, or On South They all could have done ing a handful.
Mountain, the something else — they will But I think it’s
true story of the assure you of that. But you the nature of the
Goler clan of Nova can see the lie in their eyes. land that we just

Scotia, who horri-
fied the country
| after it was
learned that they had sex with
their own children. The two
also collaborated on Net Worth,
the fascinating account of the
| National Hockey League’s fight

over pensions for players, for
which they also wrote the
screenplay for the television
movie.

Their newest release,
Working the Land: Journeys
into the Heart of Canada, is a
current perspective with per-
sonal stories and anecdotes of
citizens from across our vast
country. The book deals with
more than just “traditional”
farming of crops and livestock.
The writers explore diamond
mining in the tundra, fur trap-
ping in the Yukon, potato grow-
ing in PEI, berry farms in BC,
and horse breeding in Ontario.
‘ They provide complete and

the land.”
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There was only ever

ALISON GRIFFITHS AND DAvID CRUISE

get passed along
from one person
to another. This
time we followed our noses.”
Working the Land, which
took about 18 months to write,
1s incredibly detailed, with
characters and places that
transport the reader to each sit-
uation. It’s carefully - edited,
clean copy, ready for an easily
digested read. Cruise and
Griffiths set the stage at the
beginning of each chapter, lay-
ing out a lush description of the
landscape they are about to
explore, and then delve into the
inhabitants and their idiosyn-
crasies. They succeed in captur-
ing the essence of the individu-
als, which makes quite
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In fact, the audience comes
to recognize how the authors
find themselves captured by
our land - in its subtle nuances,
blatant obstacles, secrets — and
most definitely

B
i Alison
Griffiths and

David Cruise
live on a small
farm just out-
side Milton,
with their two
1 daughters,
Quinn and
" Claudia, two

oy dugB and horses.

LOCAL PERFORMERS SHINE
IN “HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS”

ts a gem of an evening,

chock full of wonderful sea-

sonal entertainment that’s
sure to please all ages.

Home for the Holidays is a
Christmas variety extravagan-
za on Sunday, December 12,
1999 at the River Run Centre in
Guelph. The thrust of the pro-
duction is to draw upon the tal-
ents of the local community to
serve the needy. Almost 175
performers and crew are offer-
ing their talents free of charge
to raise money and food for the
Guelph Food Bank.

The idea is the brainchild
of Janet Ksenych, a profession-

al performer who lives in

Guelph. According to Ksenych,
it’'s possible to raise between

.$7,000-10,000 for the food bank
with a sold out show.

Chris Willes, a rural
Campbellville resident, will be

singing Gesu Bambino that
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evening. His accompanist is
Rockwood music teacher Debbie
Tilson on the piano.

“It’s a challenging, beauti-
ful concert song that compli-
ments his voice and range,”
Tilson remarks. “Chris’s voice is
at its zenith this year — a clear
boy’s treble with warm, endear-
ing qualities. He really has a
nice roundness to his tones.”

Although only 13, Chris
has studied with Tilson for 10
years, beginning with preschool
music. He attends grade 8 at
Brookville Public School and is
certainly a multi-talented
youth, having studied guitar
and saxophone, and sung in
numerous Georgetown, Milton
and Guelph festivals.

“Chris was Oliver last year
in the RCMPI production of
Oliver; with Georgetown’s

Globe Productions he played
Colin in The Secret Garden and
was in the chorus of The Music
Man.”

Both  performers are
pleased to be using their talents
for the charitable production.

“It’s great to contribute in
this way to the food bank,”
Chris says. “It’s something I've
never done before and River
Run is a huge modern facility.”

“The acoustics are perfect,”
Tilson adds, “and really compli-
ment Chris’s voice.”

Home for the Holidays
begins at 7:30 p.m. and the cost
is $18 per ticket. There are 725
seats available for the perform-
ance, with all the money going
to the food bank. The food bank
and performers also hope to
accept a large number of non-
perishable food donations from
patrons in the lobby on the
night of the performance.

PONDERING THE ABSOLUTE

MYSTERY OF WOMEN
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In the long dark nights of winter, everyone appreciates a little food, friends and frivolity.
That’s just what The Arboretum at the University of Guelph delivers, time after time. Nestled deep
within the woods, Theatre in the Trees is an enjoyable night out, and consistently offers great enter-

_tainment preceded by a fabulous buffet dinner.
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Director John Snowdon has pulled off another evening of hilarity with his sparkling cast. A couple
of the faces will be familiar to regular theatregoers from his last production — Judy Walder as Linda
Harper and Rick Renaud as Roger Dixon. In the first act, we find Linda Harper, 39-year-old wife of
George, is bored with their marriage and wishing for a lot more vitality and passion. George, who has
no energy left after working all the time to provide Linda with a comfortable home, cannot see what
all the fuss is about. Unfortunately for George, everyone — from his teenage son to virulent next-door
neighbour — seems to have far more energy than he does, only emphasizing his “inadequacy.” He can't

even get sympathy from his dad.

George’s absent-minded father Bernard, played by Henry North, is well portrayed, with excellent
projection and injections of humour. Leonard is the teenage son of Linda and George, brought to life by
the smooth and quite flawless work of Dan Predon. Roger (Rick Renaud) and Betty Dixon (Marion
Cummings) are the convivial neighbours whose good-hearted meddling carries the story through,
thanks to the characterizations by their actors. |

Judy Walder’s work as Linda was thoroughly enjoyable, offering bittersweet moments of aware-
ness to the audience for her pain throughout the situation. Jeff Rogers, who played George Harper, is
an incredibly gifted artist who drew on his talents to make the audience laugh well beyond the end of
the play. His timing and expression throughout were quite remarkable.

Wife Begins at Forty is rollicking fun in

the ribald British way, with surprising twists that encour-

age the audience to consider the
intricacies of sexual relation-
ships, and emphasize the need
for continued interest and input
| into a solid marriage.

The next Theatre in the
Trees production is Beyond a
Joke, written by Derek Benfield
and directed by John Snowdon.
The show will run from
February 5 to April 29, 2000.
Call early for tickets: 519-824-
4120, ext. 4110.

WORKING THE LAND

Davip CRUISE AND ALISON GRIFFITHS
VIKING/PENGUIN CANADA, TORONTO, 1999
| ISBN 0-670-87741-7

HC, 350 ppr., $35

THE ARBORETUM AUXILIARY
% SUGAR PLUM FAIRY

CRAFT SALE ‘X~

Sunday, December 5, 1099

I1:00 A.M~4:00 p. !

e Over 40 craft artisans * Refreshments
* Free Admission * Raffles .

e
% &
- T -
- i - -
i
]
i
oy
5

Chocolates, OPEN DAILY
. Monday-Saturday 10 am to 5:00
Hck up youdr Chﬁstm Sh?rd)read’ candles’ pm, Sunday 12t0 5 pI
_ glftware ﬁlore... * Wheelchair Access *
Sale Flye'rs In our store Come and see our C.a.ll i'hr our ﬁ:t:e
. . mail order brochure
* CDs, videos, prints, wonderful selection .
jewellery, day planners for your Christ A shop in a charming old house with beautiful l
SR ‘ : woodwork, shiny hardwood Hloors and French doors.
* Fontanini créeches shopping! The shelves are Rl of
and figurines | delicious foods and
. ' 149 Church Street East, delightful gifts, and all
Christmas hours
" from December 2: Monday to Friday: 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m. '| Acton, ON ‘In tlle
Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. (519) 853_1633 25 .
Books ® Cards * Bibles ® Music ® Videos ® All Occasion Gifts g BHUSh Manner




