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The North Halton Compass is published on the last Friday of
each month. Copy and advertising deadline is the 15th. In case
of an error or omission in display and classified advertisements,
space allowance will be granted for the portion of the advertise-
ment in which the error occurred. It remains the customer’s
responsibility to notify the Compass of errors and the publica-
tion will not be responsible for incorrect ads after the first inser-
tion. All editorial and advertising content is copyrighted and the
sole property of MRK Communications Ltd. The North Halton
Compass is distributed throughout the rural communities within
the traditional boundaries of Nassagaweya, Esquesing and south
Eramosa Townships.
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The Compass is also available at

Recycled Reading,
184 Main St. East, Milton
and
Wetherby’s,

149 Church St. E., Acton

Service at its best!

McINTYRE

FUELS LIMITED

SALES * SERVICE * RENTALS * INSTALLATIONS
Furnaces * Oil fired Water Heaters
« Automatic Delivery of Home Heating Fuels
« Full line of Gas, Diesel Fuels and Lubricants
24 HOUR BURNER SERVICE

519-853-0000
Fax: 519-853-2174

44 Young Street
Acton
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142 Main Street North,
Rockwood, Ontario
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Mexican Meal
e 2 Mexican Pinwheels
® 4 Burritos
(choice of Chicken, Beef or Bean)

The Pig cooks: $15 plus tax

vou cook: $15 no tax
gave $2.25! Limited fime offer
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Editorial - Deborah Quaile, Arts Editor

The sumac is flaming, those big
yellow buses will soon be back
on the road, and the pumpkins
in my garden are decidedly
orange. All the signs point to
one thing: we're swinging into
another “new year.”

| guess my internal timing
will always be set with a calen-
dar that begins in autumn. This
could be a throwback to all
those years of heading back to
school, and indulging in the
necessary books, pens, woolly

_ sweaters and tartan skirts. Or

perhaps, deep at some cellular
level, my Celtic roots still recog-
nize the signals leading up to
November 1, Samhain, the new
year’s celebration and its glori-
ous feast after the harvest.

Whatever the reason,
when the fall fairs set up and
the Steam Era chugs into Mill
Town, | remember why it's so
wonderful to have a rural soul —
autumn in the countryside must
certainly be the highlight of the
year for farmers and townsfolk
alike.

The Steam Era recalls a
time that's gone but certainly
not forgotten. Those big

engines hissing out vapour
were the leading edge of tech-
nology not so long ago, and
many a local farmer displays
his family heritage with pride on
the Milton Fairgrounds.

Not enough
volume for a
dumpster?

Ask about our
weekly small
business pickup
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Our fairs are celebrations
of rustic traditions, steeped In
the thrill of a good year’s work,
whether that stems from grow-
ing those gigantic pumpkins
that weigh five times what | do,
or simply picking a bushel of
apples with the most perfect
blush.

For those who don’t “dig”
the potato and tomato shows,
however, many. other events
have been added to the fairs,
like demolition derbies or trac-
tor pulls.
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Call me hopelessly old-
fashioned, but | prefer the sim-
pler pleasures of harvest and
handiwork. My children like to
look at the vegetables that have
grown to resemble aliens or
some superhero. The vibrant
creations of school children, or
the intricate stitching of an heir-
loom quilt usually catch my eye,
especially if that labour of love
somebody countless
hours last winter.

My 401-commuter hus-
band always looks for the
heavy horses, watching envi-
ously as they trot past in fine
form, in his mind’s eye seeing
the fine Belgian/Percheron mix
they had on their farm. I'm over
snapping photos of the best
heifer for the 4-H page in the
paper, while the kids have 10 go
through the petting zoo “just
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14 10 40 YARD CONTAINER SERVICE

A 10 YARD LIGHT DUTY CONTAINER FOR HOME RENOVATION

“A locally owned company that appreciates your business”
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Autumn’s

Rural Rituals

one more time.” After a few
midway rides and something
unusual to eat — like an emu
burger or some bizarre blue
candy floss — we trudge back
to the car — tired, dusty, possi-
bly sporting a little too much
sun on our noses, and wide
grins that do nothing to hide our
obvious delight.

Still, it's good to come
home and relax after the week-
end’s merriment. The stone
steps at the front of my old

Ontario-style farmhouse are
deliciously warm in the l\ate

afternoon sun, making it a
pleasant place to rest my lau-
rels. As | crack open a bottle of
apple cider, | notice the drive-
way is covered with scattered
leaves, a cheerful mosaic that
echoes the tones of the dried
Indian corn hanging on the
board and batten.

Oh, yes, it's autumn.
September makes us realize
how good it is to be here, set-
tling back into routine, pulling in
the harvest, and echoing the
new season’s rural rituals.

It was Autumn, and incessant
Piped the quails from shocks and
sheaves,

And., like living coals, the apples
Burned among the withering
leaves.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

1 800 331 5431
1 519 824 0092

Fax 519 824 9919

Hours: Sun. & Tues. 11-9
e Wed. & Thur. 11-10
e Fri. & Sat. 11-12 - CLOSED MONDAYS

856-2020

Free in-town delivery: Wed. thru Sun.
after 4:00; must be over $10.
Minimal charge on out of town delivery
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