The Wilderness and
Your Garden

In our increasingly hectic lives
of instant communication and
long commutes, the home is
becoming increasingly impor-
tant as a private refuge and sol-
ace. We all need something to
restore the spirit. As we may
not be able to pick up at will
and go to a cottage whenever
we like, there are ways to bring
the restorative benefits of
nature right to our doorstep.
As a landscape gardener
with Urban Wilderness
Landscaping, I advise people to
create a living space around our
homes that is an emotional
balm, soothing us when the
cacophony and technologization
of the 21st century overwhelm
us. Gardens can be a private
world that can confer peace and
quiet. They are conducive to
meditation. Trees and hedges
provide natural buffers from
the road and privacy from noisy
neighbours. Flowers attract
butterflies, and bushes provide
a nesting place for birds. The
splash of a fountain can be
calming to the ear. Plants pro-
vide 100 per cent natural aro-
matherapy. A smartly designed
wooden fence or stone pathway
can be pleasing to the eye. The
curve of a garden border will
generate a flow of energy
around your home. A profes-
sional landscaper can help you
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design your own retreat that
can do much more for you (and
your neighbours!) than the
ubiquitous, unimaginative, and
monotonous  scattering of
marigolds, impatiens, and gera-
niums. Even with a small area
to work with, a landscape gar-
dener can give you the illusion
of moving through space and
create the sense of a vista. For
each season you can have the
colours and contours you want
to shape your moods and appeal
to your senses.

We as Canadians like to
think of ourselves as having a
special bond with nature — with
an unspoiled, pristine, at times
inimical wilderness. Our win-
ters, our lakes and streams, our
birches and maples define who
we are as Canadians. Yet one
wonders how much longer this
self-gratifying myth can be held
intact as our cities expand and
highways widen. When we get
into our sports utility vehicles
we might like to pretend that
we (and not our cars) are the
explorers and pathfinders
accessing this wilderness, but
in actuality we are just destroy-
ing the environment by con-
tributing to the depletion of the
ozone layer. And for all our sup-
posed closeness to mnature,
Canadians in fact tend nature -
in the form of gardens — much

URBAN WILDERNESS
LANDSCAPING
building natural environments

Garden Design/Builld
Naturallzed Plantings
Tree Planting. Pruning & Removal
Patios. Walkways. Driveways
R etatning Wall Construction

Irrigation & Outdoor Cighting

202-840-24873

10,333 Winston Churchill Bivd.
Box 201 RR2, Norval Ont., LOP 1KO

less than do the Europeans or
Americans. Perhaps the rela-
tively short growing season is to
blame for the dearth of land-
scaping in the 905-area subur-
ban sprawl! But could it be
instead that the absence of
greenery has to do with the
false sense we as Canadians
have that we are already close
to nature and that we don’t
need to tend it around us? That
it is more important to pur-

- chase a minivan that will take

us up to a cottage now and then,
than to invest in a protective
green environment around our
homes on a day-to-day basis?

A little known rule of
thumb in home ownership is
that 10 per cent of the cost of a
house should be spent on its
landscaping. That so few home
owners follow through on this
investment might change in
years to come, as our need for
natural balance and for a refuge
against our hectic world
becomes more acute, when the
art of living and the beauty of
the natural scenery around us
become more important. The
change will mean that our per-
sonal lives will be enriched and
the loveliness of our communi-
ties enhanced, so bring the
wilderness to your own home,
and enjoy the simple pleasures
of a garden!
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HOME IS WHERE YOUR HEART IS

NASSAGAWEYA/MILTON $299,000
Two storey, four bedroom home, home office with separate
entrance, two car garage, barn, five treed acres.

PUSLINCH BUILDING LOT $119,900 _ *
Pretty two acres gently rolling, hydro on property, levies paid.

NASSAGAWEYA/MILTON $295,000

Spacious Cape Cod on five acres with pond and stream, large
country kitchen, rec room, two car garage.

PUSLINCH BUNGALOW $327,900

Four bedrooms, main floor family room, double garage on seven
treed acres.

VILLAGE SETTING $197,500

Open concept three bedroom home, home office, sunroom, oak
kitchen, 10 years old, maintenance free exterior, large fenced
yard, garage.

BRIDLE PATH, ABERFOYLE $569,900

Gorgeous four bedroom executive, maple floors, vaulted ceilings,
sunken family room, gas fireplace, sauna, triple garage, com-
muter convenient.

FAMILY HOME, NEARLY 3 ACRES $269,900
Secluded three bedroom, two storey, rec room, two car garage,
spring-fed pond.

GUELPH-ERAMOSA $214,900 .
Two storey on two acres, spectacular master with ensuite, coun-
try kitchen with oak cabinets, barn, single garage.

For an opportunity to discuss real
estate investments and options

call BONNIE today.

Bonnie Mullen
(519) 837-1300 or
Toll Free 1-877-374-7653

representing

RE/MAX realty specialists inc., Guelph
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Hours:

264 Main Street North, Acton L7) 1W9
Family owned and operated

We stock “Evans Plus” Cedar
for decks and fences

Mac Mclsaac
R.R.# 4, Acton
ON L7) 2M1

Septic Tan

Drains and Sewers

Monday to Friday
7 am. to 6 p.m.
Saturday

8 am. to 5 p.m.

———— | 1 x6x16
1 x12 | | ROUGH OAK
= ROUGH PINE FENCING
i 75¢ ) ft. b

Great for board | SWB repair

& batten! creens

Pet screen available

WE SPECIALIZE IN PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER

(519) 853-1970

Fax: (519) 853-2542, Toronto Line (416) 601-1259

Free
delivery!

Gravel & Topsoil

Septic Systems
~ Installed & Repaired ~

905-854-2632

R.R.# 1 Campbellville, ON LOP 1B0

~ hfgh pressure flushing ~
~ electric snake service ~
~ drain repair ~
~ tank cleaning and inspection ~

~ bed repair ~

919-893-27190




