Everyday heroes

Looking at the honours accord-
ed to Jim Dills over the years
and the number of ways he has
kept an active profile as a vol-
unteer, one thing remains per-
fectly clear. The recent Lifetime
Achievement award bestowed
on him by the Milton Chamber
of Commerce was greatly
deserved, even if he’s not so
sure about that.

When asked how he felt, he
admitted that it was “certainly
a great honour,” but added that
“...there are many others who
have done as much, if not more
and there are many who have
made possible what I've done.”
Modest words from a man who
lives by a motto of, “If it is to be,
it is up to me.”

Born and raised in Acton,
Mr. Dills became involved in
the newspaper business when
his father, George A. Dills pur-
chased The Acton Free Press
and The Canadian Champion.

“I had worked in the paper
from the time I was 12 years old
on weekends and after school.
You must remember that we're
talking about wartime years
when there were not a lot of
young people available for staff
work. So I began typesetting
headlines for the paper after
school.”

He laughs when he talks
about one of his jobs, cleaning
the press or as he called it, “the
great mighty monster that was
housed in the corner and
ground away.” Preferring the
cleanliness of the office, he
quickly turned to writing. In
1951 he graduated from the

Management and Journalism’
class at Ryerson Institute of
Technology, winning a silver
medal from the college for gen-
eral proficiency. Along with his
father and brother David, he
created Dills Printing and
Publishing Company and
worked with The Canadian
Champion and The Acton Free
Press until 1978 when it was
sold to Inland, which was then
purchased by Metroland. In
1943, when his father pur-
chased The Canadian
Champion, printing a newspa-
per was completely different
than it is today. -

Mr. Dills learned to hand
set type, a skill that would be in
danger of fading into obscurity
if not for MacKenzie Heritage
Printery in Queenston, Ontario.
Dills is Vice Chair of the muse-
um’s Board of Directors, which
is the largest operating printing
museum in Canada and dedi-
cated to the preservation of the
Guttenberg style of printing.

When the Dills family sold
the newspapers in 1978, he

moved on to become: the
Executive Director of the
Canadian Community

Newspapers Association. The
Association had over 600 mem-
ber papers and it was Mr. Dills
responsibility to represent them
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in Ottawa and deal with postal
officials, raise the profile of
community newspapers and
sponsor research and develop-
ment. The job took him across
the country for the next eight
years, meeting many new peo-
ple and gathering new perspec-
tives.

“I found that I always
wanted to meet the people who
produced newspapers,” he says,
“because representing the
industry to Ottawa officials was
very difficult... The stories that
I picked up in meetings with
publishers across the country
were the things that helped me
illustrate to the bureaucracy
what it means to be in a com-
munity, not only the pressures
but also the acceptance and the
need the local community had
for it’s communication.”

Mr. Dills eventually decid-
ed that he’d had enough travel-
ling and retired from his job in
1987, only to begin a new role
as historian, publisher and
author. In 1991, he established
County Chronicles Press for the
purpose of publishing historical
books and material. In 1993, he
published Moments In History,
Reflections of Halton’s County
Town 1833 - 1864.

“I enjoy history and I enjoy
discovering and retelling the
tales so that people can appreci-
ate the traditions and back-
ground of the community and
area,” he comments.

When he speaks about his
book, he says that, “It was a joy
to me to write the text,
research it and bring it into
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able form.” Mr. Dills hopes to
eventually publish another vol-
ume, covering the period up to
the 1900’s.

“Milton changed quite dra-
matically in that time period.
We go all the way from the
Fenian attacks on Canada’s
border and volunteers leaving
from this area in 1865, up to
1900, when electric lights and
water supply was installed, and
the town’s population was
changing. Robertson Manufac-
turing was really the first man-
ufacturing company of any sig-

nificance (established in 1908).
It was a period of great change.”

That next book may still be
some time coming. Mr. Dills is
incredibly active as the Director
of Research for the Milton
Historical Society, "on the

Communications Committee for
ot. Paul’'s United Church, a

member of the Board of

Directors of Milton Evergreen
Cemetery Co., as well as being a
patron of Milton Millennium
Community Residences. In the
past his awards have included a
Jubilee Medal on the 25th
anniversary of the accession of
Her Majesty the Queen to the
Throne in 1977, named Milton’s
Citizen of the Year, also in 1987,
a shared President’s Award
from the Ontario Community
Newspapers Association with
his wife Shirley in 1982, a
Commemorative Medal for the
125th Anniversary of The
Confederation of Canada for
*significant contribution to
compatriots, community and to
Canada” in 1993, and the
Achievement Award by the
Ontario Heritage Foundation in
their Community Heritage
Recognition Program in 1996.
This year’s Lifetime
Achievement award was cer-
tainly well deserved.

Mr. Dills married his wife
Shirley, a porcelain artist, in
1952. Shirley, he says, “has
always been supportive and
done all of those marvellous
things that help me look good.”
The family moved from Acton to

Milton in 1954 and have
remained in the same hﬂuse

where their five c

bring eight grandchjldren and

two great grandchildren to
visit.

When speaking of Milton,
Mr. Dills said, “It’s a great town
because it gives people an
opportunity to participate and
to be involved... There are great
opportunities to meet other peo-
ple and all aspects of life are
possible here.” He’s right,

Milton is a wonderful place to
live, mostly because of people
like Jim Dills, people who make
their community. shine a little
brighter by being a part of it.
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Recent recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the
Milton Chamber of Commerce is Jim Dills, right, and wife Shirley.

C.A. SERVICE CENTRE & TOWING

SERVICE CENTRE HOURS
OPEN MON TO FRI
8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m

SATURDAYS

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

(no long weekends)

3 LICENSED MECHANICS * 24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE

1-800-363-2209

CAMPBELLVILLE, ONT.

905-854-0169

TOWING
HEAVY, LIGHT & MACHINERY

New 5,000 Ib. crane tilt

and load truck
with a 30 foot reach

905-854-2180
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RE-ELECT

Ted Chudleigh

& VOTE

Featuring a nine
hole golf course
ideal for seniors
and beginners at a
reasonable price...
REGULAR RATES
$10 per nine, $14 per 18

SENIORS AND JUNIORS
~ $8 per nine, $12 per 18

HALTON

Country Inn

(SIXTH LINE, NASSAGAWEYA)

Fully licensed
lounge & patio

Banquet Facilities

905-876-3018

“ENJOY COUNTRY ATMOSPHERE ON THE MOUNTAIN”"

ACCOUNTING SERVICE

Personal & Business Tax Returns * Bookkeeping Services
Accounts Payable/Receivable * Government Payments

Financial Statement Preparation

RICK MATCHETT - ICIA

519-856-4536

A reliable bookkeeper
with twenty years
of experience




