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IN BRir...

Surprise party!
An open house to cel-
ebrate Jessie Gellatly’s
80th birthday will be held
at Rockwood United
Church this Sunday (Feb.
23) from 2 to 4 pm.
Please bring your best
wishes only. And re-
member—it’s asurprise!

Rae at U of G

Former Ontario premier
Bob Rae will visit the
University of Guelph as
a Winegard Visiting Pro-
fessor later this month.
Rae will visit the de-
partment of political
studies from Feb. 24 to |
27 and will give a public
lecture next Wednesday
(Feb. 26) in War Memo-

| rial Hall at 7:30 pm.

Black history

Guelph Museums pre-
sents a first in Welling-
ton County — an exhibit
featuring the history of
its Black community.
The exhibit continues
until April 6.

The history dates back
to the earliest years of
settlement by non First
Nations people in this
area and follows to the
establishment of two
Wellington County set-
tlements — Pierpoint and
Queen’s Bush, and on.

Call the Guelph Civic
Museum at 836-1221 for
more details.

The Rockwood

“With Natural Gas
in Rockwood, We’re

Ready to Serve You”
No Payment For 90 Days

|
LENNoy " Tede

“RENK UUSTERV_EJ_._D

HEATING & AIR
CONDITIONIN GINC.

1007 YORK RD., GUELPH

837-2351

THE ROCKWOOD MILLER

Local lawyer

files suit against
Wiarton Willie

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Rockwood Miller
Claiming that Wiarton Willie — the albino groundhog
that predicted spring was just weeks away — intentionally
misled the public, Rockwood lawyer Doug Black has
filed a class action suit against the woodchuck sooth-
sayer who has come out of his burrow each February 2 for
41 years to predict how much longer winter will last.

“Willie intentionally mis-
leda group of Rockwood resi-
dents into believing that
spring was imminent,” Black
explained on Friday, “and
he’s going to pay.”

Black said compensatory
damages include the inflated
price of summer wear caused
by the rush of demand, along
with medical and dental costs.

“One member of the group
involved in the suit donned
his new bathing suit upon
hearing Willie’s news and
dove into the swimming
pool,” Black said. “When the
family peeled him off the ice,
he was missing most of his
upper teeth and his million
dollar smile was ruined.”

Anotherwoman told Black
she was ashamed when she
walked into the hardware
store in shorts and bare feet
looking for suntan lotion only
to be told that Willie’s
weather prediction was a
hoax.

Black said it was clear to
him that “somebody has got
to pay” when he stepped out-
side to head for work last
week and found that the mi-
nus 25 degree weather was
anything but spring-like.

“I thought something’s

wrong and as lawyers do,
started looking for defend-
ants,” Black said, tongue
firmly planted in his cheek.

“Notice how Wiarton
Willie disappeared right af-
ter his prognostication. He
knew what was coming and
that’s part of the reason for
the punitive damages — this
was next to a fraud, almost.
The misleading was inten-
tional and Wiarton Willie was
laughing on television.”

Black said the suit faces
two problems—first, Wiarton
Willie must be found and
served with the papers and
secondly, there’s the matter
of assets because the ground-
hog has none to speak of.

“It1s possible that Wiarton
Willie is even owned by En-
vironment Canada and the
evidence is that Environment
Canada, feeling the heat from
terrible weather forecasting,
put Willie up to this in return
for a never-ending supply of
lettuce. Thisis conspiracy and
makes punitive damages all
the more appropriate,” Black
said.

Officials at Groundhog
Central in Wiarton had not
responded to news of the class
action suit at press time.

PAY UP! Rockwood lawyer Doug Black i
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BEDS! BEDS! BEDS!

Buying a mattress?
Why Pay More?
See Us If You
Don’t Mind

Paying Less!

Fergus Market (Foundry)
WEEKENDS 9-5 - = -
Shop by phone anytime: - -

(519) 651-6075 (Guelph)
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s sending a message to Wiarton Willie and his

cohorts — that misleading reports from Groundhog Day ensured Ontarians that spring
was just around the corner. Now Willie’s being sued by Black. (Eve Martin photo)

OPP search for suspicious
male in abduction attempt

Guelph OPP are searching
for any information regard-
Ing a suspicious male who
offered a 15-year-old youth a
ride in his pickup truck.

The incident occurred last
Monday (Feb. 17) on Maltby
Road, in Puslinch Township
south of Guelph, at approxi-
mately 8:20 am.

The youth was standing in
front of his home waiting for
the rural school bus to pick
him up. A lone male in a
pickup truck stopped and
spoke to the youth through a
rolled down window. The
man made several verbal at-
tempts to persuade the youth

to get in the truck and get a
ride to school.

The man became frus-
trated when the youth ran
away and would not comply
with his request. Police want
to speak to the driver and are
asking the public to contact
the OPP with any informa-
tion on the suspect or his ve-
hicle.

The suspect is described
as white, in his late 30s, with
dirty blond hair, clean shaven
and wearing a Molson ball
cap. He was driving an older
model tan Ford F150 which
had rust on the door. A par-
tial Ontario licence plate

reads as 337 ---.

Call Guelph OPP at 822-
7250 with any information
you may have.

Flower power

Put some spring in your
step! The Rockwood Gar-
dening Club will have Pe-
ter Croezen from Kitchener |
to talk about orchids and
how easy they are to grow,
at their next meeting, at the
Rockwood Town Hall, to-

| night(Wednesday)at 8 pm.
Everyone is welcome. \




