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rustee starts up
trust fund for five
Board of Educa-

tion trustees who are in

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK

The Acton Tanner
The Halton Board of Educa-
tion has made the cut and is
not one of the boards to be
abolished by the Province in
its education revolution an-
nounced on Monday at
Queen’s Park.

More than half of the
school boards in Ontario will
be cut — to 66 from 168, —
trustees will be cut by two-
thirds to 700 from 1,900 and
their salaries will be rolled
back to a maximum of
$5,000. Currently Halton
trustees earn $12,250 a year.

- On Monday, Education
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Minister John Snobelen in-
troduced legislation that will
also change the way we pay

for education. The $5.4 bil- -

lion currently raised through
property taxes for education
will now be paid for by the
Province, but homeowners
should not necessarily expect
lower taxes because some
services currently paid for by
the Province will be shifted
to municipalities.
Acton-Esquesing trustee
Ethel Gardiner said although
she is taking a wait and see
attitude until details of the
announced Ehanges are re-
leased, she is pleased that,

Lakeview Hooning & Kitckens
853-45T1

Come and see our innovative
Kitchen display at the

853-1190

SUPEH MARKETS SHOW

International Centre
 Malton &«

Jan. 17, 18, 19

“The Minister is focusing on
teaching and learning and
meeting the needs of students
— who can argue with that?”

On Tuesday Gardiner said
the size of the Halton Board -
currently 18 trustees — could
be reduced to between six
and nine based on the pro-
posed representation based
on electoral population.

“I suspect that north Hal-
ton will go from our current
four trustees to just one or
two and that will be a tremen-
dous responsibility, but I
think we will still attract peo-
ple who are honestly inter-
ested in quality education for
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children as the trustee’s role
moves from a political one to
one of advocacy,” she said.

At Monday night’s Town
Council meeting Mayor
Marilyn Serjeantson said
they’ll have a much clearer
perspective of what the
changes will mean at the end
of the week, and that she is
looking forward to the chan-
ges that will be announced
by Queen’s Park this week.

“Ibelieve positive changes
happen and as long as we
have a fair, accessible, ac-
countable and cost-effective
government, then we should-
n’t complain,” she said.

Berween| Halton Board survives major cut

On Tuesday sweeping
changes to the General Wel-
fare Assistance and family
benefits programs were an-
nounced. Today (Wednes-
day) announcements are ex-
pected about programs that
will be transferred to the
municipalities, including
operating GO Transit and
capital and operating costs
for provincial highways, wa-
ter and sewer systems and
police and fire services.

On Thursday there will be
a major statement on prop-
erty tax reform and on Friday
a summary of the changes
and the rationale for them.

court on conflict of in-
terest charges
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mericans make
the best neigh
bours and should
not be criticized, writes
a reader

Cable rates
Lo increase

~ Halton Cable Systems Inc. subscribers. in
Acton, Rockwood and surrounding areas
face an almost 12 per cent monthly increase
for basic service effective March 1. The
basic rate will increase $1.68 to $15.78
from $14.10 (before taxes) if the Canadian
Radio-Television and Telecommunications
Commission (CRTC) doesn’t intervene to
disallow all or a part of the capital expendi-
ture portion of the rate change.

Halton Cable spokesman John Ollivier
said the requested rate increase is “reason-
able.”

“Given the fact that we are dropping
some channels down to the basic service
and given the fact that we’ve spent a ton of
money in the past six or seven months on the
system — that increase is pretty reasonable,”
Ollivier explained last Thursday, pointing
out that the Rockwood, Acton and Milton
systems have been upgraded to provide
subscribers with better reception and clear
channels.

Since Western Co-Axial Limited pur-
chased Halton Cable Systems Inc. in June it
has been rebuilding the entire system and in
March will increase the number of channels
it carries to 63 from the current 41.

Ollivier said they are also changing over
to the Western Co-Axial terminology for

services that they offer.
See ADDITITONAL, Page 2
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ew bakery, the
Bread Basket,
prepares to open
in downtown Acton on
February 1
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umber two of
three in a series
| of SMILE mu-
sicals, Me and My Bike,
comes to Acton next
month
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ramosa’s first

Firefighter Pag-

eant organizers
begin plans to crown
winner in June
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eady for a good
time? Acton
nes is hosting
its third company chal-
lenge bowling tourna-
ment
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Lifetime Furniture Gallery Furniture Warehouse

Big savings on genuine top-grain leather
sofas, loveseats, recliners and more!
Plus, a wide vanety of quality chairs, desks
and wall-units for the home office.

Sun - Thu 10am - 6pm, Fri & Sat 10am - 9pm

Visit our Furniture Warehouse at
12 Church St. East for extra special
deals on one-of-a-kinds, floor models,
and clearance merchandise.

Open Weekends Sat. & Sun, 11am - 5pm




