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BY BETTY ANDREW
Special to The Tanner

Christmas means different
things at different times, and
this time was England during
the Second World War.
Hitler was trying to “beat
the hell out of us” with the
bombing, then the doodle-
bugs, and finally the rockets.
There were people worse off
than us — the merchant navy
with our old ships nof built
for speed, escorted only part
of the way out from English
ports, then left to fend for
themselves. They ran the
gauntlet of the German sub-
marines and their torpedoes,
and the terrible Atlantic
Ocean storms, bringing back
oil, armaments, and food that
we, the people, so desper-
ately needed to fight the war.
One day in early autumn,
the school assembled in the
hall asusual, forhymns, pray-
ers and announcements of the

events of the day. Mrs. Wild- .

er, our head mistress, an-
nounced we were adopting a
merchant ship. Loud cheers
and great excitement greeted
this. Now we were doing our
bit for the war effort.

So we wrote letters, de-
signed cards in art classes,
and learned to knit. We started
with scarves, long uneven
things, knitted with oiled
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Then we were asked to knit
balacldvas — hoods that pro-
tected necks, ears and shoul-
ders. The knitting got more
difficultas wetried socks with
the same thick wool. When
we got to the heels, cries of
help went to our mums and
aunts. This brought us closer
as they talked of their men at
war, their efforts in the facto-
ries or of happier times.

AsNovember approached,
the school staff suggested we
make a Christmas cake for
our courageous crew. So the
call for assistance was made.
Despite the fact that we were
severely rationed, eggs from
backyard chickens, butter,
and sugar were sent in. And
although we were short of
dried fruitand had no lemons
or oranges, someone sentina
wee drop of brandy. A lot of
grated carrot went into that
cake as our teacher learned to
substitute and make do.

[ was in the senior class
and we had the pleasure of
chopping, beating, mixing
and lining the cake tin. Our
teacher took over the final
mixing and then we all had a
stir and a wish. I’m sure most
of our wishes were for the
safety of our adopted crew.

The cake was put in the
oven to bake; we hadn’t
smelled anything asrich fora
couple of years. The students
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wandered around sniffing the
aroma like the Bistokids, and
tried to peek through the
cookery class door. Eventu-
ally it was out and cooling,
waiting to be iced. Luckily
there was enough icing sugar
to cover the cake, and the
local sweet shop, hearing of
our endeavour, found some
suitable decorations — ships
and blue icing for the sea.

All the classes were taken
down, class by class, to ad-
mire the finished cake. Then
there was a final great spurt
of letter writing, Christmas
cards, and small gifts, which
were all packed and sent off.
How the General Post Oftice
found all these ships, and
handed out the right parcels
was a miracle in itself, but
there were lots of little mira-
cles happening in those times.

Our courageous ship’s
crew did get through that
winter, as the captain and
some of his crew came to our
school the next summer. No
gold braid or medals, but
smart with highly polished
shoes and red faces, when
facing the whole girls’ school
in the hall, and thanking us
for all the knitting, letters and
the marvellous cake.

We sang our hearts out,
but the fact that our prayers
and love had kept them safe
was our greatest reward.
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wool. Next were mittens.

Wishing You

| a Beautiful Holiday Season

and A New Year of Peace and Happiness!

COTE & ASSOCIATES
| PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

118 ALMA ST. ? 390 Tower ST. S.
| RockwooD ‘ FERGUS
519-856-2144 Wopons 800-391-1621
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The staff & management at

Eagle Ottawa Canada, Ltd.

125 McDonald Blvd., Acton

would like to take this opportunity
to wish all of our employees & their families,
as well as our community,

a safe and happy holiday season!
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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Thank- How

lo all owr cleends
for youn fratronage tids yoar
Ve wish you and your famities
A AMerry Christmas
and Hoppoy Neww Year

From all of us al

GCorrie's Hair WPlace 853-3461
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DENNY'S INSURANCE

15 Mill St. W., Acton 853-0150
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[ ROP/CA[ AND MARINE
SALES « SERVICE

Aquariums

Salt Starter Kits for $319.23
(full package incl. stand)

54 Mill St., Georgeto i

877-FISH (3474)
We’re Open Daily Except Monday

We Accept *OUR TOWN’
Christmas Cheques
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