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Gardiner feels

the school board
should sell J. W. Single-
ton Education Centre

wLage 4
ppointed to
Halton District
Health Council:

Elly Tuitman and Linda
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fered to persons
aged 55 and
over, called “A Time for
Me.”
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learn-to make a
gingerbread
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nd of an era
comes about, as
Ivy Ritchie re-

tires after 30 years of

mail delivery
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Ducks at two separate
swim meets
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Only in Acton will you
find great C{)EltS at Boxing Day
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Off frue msl prices,
with every leather suede and
shearling coat now on sale!

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner
Heritage Acton’s attempts to
buy the old Fire Hall on
Bower Street for $2 are still
alive after Town councillors
rejected staff’srecommenda-
tion to list the building for
sale, and instead voted to
continue negotiating with the

group.

Heritage Acton wants to
develop the old Fire Hall as a
community centre, at no cost
tothe municipality, which has
declared the building surplus.
The group’s plans call for
part of the renovated space to
be rented to Acton Support
Service and Information Cen-
tre (ASSIC) which currently

49 Eastern Ave., Acton « (519)853-1031« www.Leathertown.com

rents the ground floor of the
adjacent old Town Hall,
which was conveyed to Her-
itage Acton by the Town for
$1 a number of years ago.
Although several council-
lors wanted to list the build-
ing at its appraised value of
$160,000, the majority
agreed with Acton Council-
lor Norm Elliott, who argued
Heritage Acton needs con-
trol over the old Fire Hall so
it can continue renovating the
old Town Hall because the
two are “irrevocably linked.”
In response to some coun-
cillors’ comments that the
Town needs the $160,000 in
what will be the toughest
budget year ever, Acton

Councillor Rick Bonnette
reminded them there was no
guarantee that anyone would
pay that much for the build-
ing and cautioned that high
density housing could end up
on the property if it were sold
to a developer.

Councillor Moya Johnson
pointed out that tourism will
be key to Acton’s future and
although $160,000 is a lot of
money, once the chance to
restore the building is lost,
it’s lost forever.

“We have to find it in our
hearts and in our budgetto do
this for the p€ople of Acton
and Halton Hills,” she said.
~ Heritage Acton spokes-
man Dr. George Elliott said

Berween | F1re hall not for sale, for now

if the Town agreed to convey
the building to the group, its
first priority would be to
modify a portion of the sec-
ond floor of the building to
provide desperately-needed
additional office space for
ASSIC.

The second priority is
building two fire exits on the
second floor, which would
make it usable, and the third
priority is to remove a block
wall and restore the stage on
the second floor, possibly for
a dinner theatre.

The group’s fourth prior-
ity would be to renovate the
first floor of the old Fire Hall
for office space and possibly
a small museum.
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tries to
polish
image

Now that controversial
plans to use a mined-out
portion of the Acton
Quarry for a massive
landfill site are dead, the
quarry owner, United Ag-
gregates Limited (UAL),
is attempting to clean up
its image with an ambi-
tious public relations cam-
paign.

UAL vice-president
Bill Burkart told Town
councillors recently that
he was “cammitted to im-

I_ H1E l

3 ;. r "|1'\ e - __ T
. .,.- averviho

i‘l -i-‘ Y L

M
.!I._' .

.
i

TR P

'i N |

I m conﬁclent that the
Acton quarry and all of its
employees canplay aposi-
tive and constructive role
in the future,” Burkart said
as he introduced Judy
Spear, incharge of UAL s
industrial relations, who
outlined a new program
initiated this year to make
quarry neighbours “feel
comfortable” about con-
tacting the quarry with any
questions or concerns.

That program includes
a new contact form, de-
signed to ensure that any-
one calling the quarry gets
a response within 24
hours.

Spear said they had also
handed out brochures to
neighbours explaining
water-taking atthe site and
hosted open houses where
water experts outlined the
de-watering process at the
quarry. This was in re-
sponse to some neigh-
bours’ concerns that the

water being pumped from
1 See UNITED, Page Ej
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ideas for everyone on your list!
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