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Crop concerns continue for area farmers

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner

Three seasons of bad weather
have left area farmers “frus-
trated but optimistic” accord-
ing to a crop and soil adviser
with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food.

“It’s not a happy picture
and [ hate to be a whiner and
complainer,” Richard Hen-
dry explained recently.

“Farmers are farmers be-
cause they like to run their
own business, work forthem-
selves, work outdoors and
grow crops but this has cer-
tainly not been a great year to
brag about — it’s one we
would like to forget about.”

Last year’s long, cold and
hard winter led to a late, wet
and cool spring and that led
to late planting. Hendry said

formany crops thathas meant
low yields, pests and dam-
aged fields.

“We had a lot of corn and
soya beans going in very late
and consequently we’ve got
corn that didn’t reach physi-
ological maturity before the
first killing frost,” he said,
noting that the corn has been
very slow to dry down after
harvest with farmers using a
high amount of energy to dry
the corn before storing it.

“We’ve gotbushel weights
of corn that are down signifi-
cantly and we expect lower
than normal weight for soya
beans still to be harvested.”
Hendry said, adding that
some farmers struggling to
getthe crop off are “mudding
it out” and causing damage
to the fields with harvesting

Leadership program offered

Are you interested in work-
ing with children and learn-
ing how to successfully lead
children’s programs?

The Recreation and Parks
Department offers a Leader-
ship Development Program
that provides youth aged 13
to 16 with the necessary skills
to become an effective leader
In a recreation setting.

The program runs during
the March break and includes
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the opportunity to gain prac-
tical experience while placed
in a variety of program set-
tings during the summer.

You’'ll learn about plan-
ning activities, how to teach
crafts and games, child man-
agement skills and more.

The program fee is $66.
Fordetailscall 873-2600, ext.
275. Sign up early — the lot-
tery deadline 1s noon, Dec. 4.
Space is limited.

equipment.

Hendry said they are also
expecting lower-than-aver-
age yields for mixed grains
and the number of acres
planted in winter wheat 1s
down significantly, partly due
to the fact that the wheat is
planted after the soya beans,
which in many cases haven’t
yet been harvested.

Hendry said last year’s
long, cold winter and Janu-
ary thaw resulted in severe
winter kill in alfalfa and win-
ter wheat. This was com-
pounded by problems getting
corn and soyas into the
ground. When the wheat was
harvested it was diseased and
graded lower than normal
which meant lower prices.

“The other frustration is
that over this time commodi-
ties of bean prices and corn
prices were atan all-time high
and here’s the producer try-
iIng to get crops in the
ground,” Hendry said, not-
ing that farmers are optimists
and seem to be dealing with
the crop problems very well.

Farming production in
Halton was worth $120 mil-
lion last year with approxi-
mately $30 to $40 million
coming from Halton Hills
crops. Roughly 40,000 acres
of land in Halton Hills is
cropped each year.
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4 Sunday, December 8th, 1996
2:00 to 4:30 p.m.

Holy Cross Auditorium
« Tickets $12.50 each

Cash Bar - Wine or Sherry Available
Jree Draw - Department 56
Dickens Village House

Advanced TicKet Sales Only
Contact Pat Waskalik 873-3069
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