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Santa Claus put on a great show for the crowds along Mill Street during
Saturday’s Santa Claus Parade. See Grapevine, page 7, for the names of the float
winners and when to watch the parade on TV. (Karen Wetmore photo)

Town staff told to aim for

Town staff’s target of a maxi-
mum two per cent tax in-
crease this year — approxi-
mately $10 more on the tax
bill foran average residential
property —didn’tsitwell with
a number of councillors who
succeeded in directing staff
to also prepare options show-
ing a zero per cent mill rate
Increase.,
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In justifying a proposed
two per cent tax increase —
the first in six years — Treas-
urer Andy Koopmans noted
inflation over the past six
years has averaged slightly

more than six per cent. The

forecasted inflation level
from now until 1999 is be-
tween one and three per cent.
It would take a two per cent

LY

mill rate increase to cover the
cost of next year’s municipal
election and the assumption
of responsibility for pool
maintenance in Acton and
Georgetown.

Koopmans noted the an-
ticipated loss of $600,000 in
Provincial funding this year,
combined with a loss of so-
cial contract reserve contri-
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Indoor pool
costs issue

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner

A tentative deal to settle who
will pay the future operating
costs of the Acton Lions:In-
door Pool, and six other pools
in Halton Board of Educa-
tion, will be voted on by the
Board trustees at their Nov.
28 meeting. |

The pact has already been

ratified by the Town at an in-

camera session last week and
the other parties to the deal —
Qakville and Burlington,
which also have Board-
owned pools in their munici-
palities — have approved the
deal. ' |

“I think they worked out
an agreement that’s suitable
for everyone,” Board Chair
Linda Glover said Friday.

“1 have no comment on

“the deal right now — it’s ten-

tative until the Board deals
with it at the end of the
month.”

As part of its budget belt-
tightening, the Board elimi-
nated funding for the seven
pools it operates in schools in
three Halton municipalities,
and announced that the pools
would close Sept. 1.

bution, urban service alloca-
tions and additional capital
financing that is required,
would result in a 10.5 per
cent mill rate impact which
would be unacceptable.
Instead, staff suggest a
combination of a small mill
rate increase and some chan-
ges in service delivery meth-
ods and service levels be ap-
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Faced with a possible in-

junction from the municipali-

ties, the Board backed oft
and agreed to keep the pools
open during negotiations.
Heading into the months
of talks that led to the tenta-
tive deal, the Town said it
would cost in excess of
$200.000, or about a three
per centtax increase, to main-

tain the pool annually.

In an interview on Friday,
Paul Stover, the Town’s Man-
ager of Facilities, said the
negotiations -had been “ami-
able” and he hoped the tenta-
tive pact would “do the trick.”

“We're trying to deal with
the budget realities of the
day,” Stover explained.
When asked whose budget
realities were reflected in the

deal, Stoversaid, “It’sall part -

of the big picture 1 guess,
who’s providing the service,
and that’s all part of what is
outlined in the deal.”

When the Acton Lions
Pool was built, it was agreed

- that the Board would main-

tain and operate it for “the
life of the pool.” The Board
said that life was up, during
its last budget debate.

no tax increase

proved.

While Councillors Norm
Elliottand Kevin Kuiack said
they could support the two
per cent tax increase, and, In
fact Kuiack said he could go
as high as a four per cent
increase, Councillors Ron
Chatten, Al Cook and Kathy

Gastle argued they should
See CATCH-UP , Page 2
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