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MSB school land not

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner
It looks like the soccer fields
at McKenzie-Smith Bennett
Public School will notbe sold
by the cash-hungry Halton
Board of Education.

Top Board staff didn’t in-
clude the 7.4 acre parcel of
land between MSB and
Churchill Road on the list of
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five surplus properties they
suggest the Board should sell.

The Superintendent’s
Council recommends the
sites — 60 to 80 total acres —
be sold with six existing
schools to help reduce Board
operating costs by $24 mil-
lion in the next three years.
Closing the schools will save
$2 million a year through

lower heating, lighting and
maintenance costs.

Four Burlington schools
could be closed at the end of
this year with two in Oakville
and one in Milton. Both
Speyside and Wrigglesworth
Schools, which the Board
doesn’t use, will be sold.

Although the sale of Glen
Williams P.S. is no longer
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being considered, the news
Isn’t quite as positive for
Limehouse whichremains on
a list of possible closures if
trustees vote for a higher
school utilization target.

Noteaching positions will
be lost by the moves but there
will be some reductions in
the number of principals, sec-
retarial and custodial staff.

Acton-Esquesing Trustee
Ethel Gardiner noted that the
recommendation to not sell
the MSB land included the
words “at this time.”

“They simply don’t be-
lieve there’s amarket for that
land at this time,” Gardiner
explained on Saturday.

“I’mjust delighted that the
consultantand administration
took into account what com-
munities were saying.”

MSB school council chair

~Joanne Stevenson said they

are “relieved” that the sur-

plus land will not be sold.
“It’s a relief, but since the

recommendation also says

to be sold

Still time to give

‘not at this time’ we know
that this 1ssue hasn’t gone
away,’ Stevenson said.
Town staff said sale of the
MSB land would have im-
pacted at least four or five of
the playing fields and the re-
maining site could only ac-
commodate the redevelop-
ment of two or three interme-
diate-sized fields.
Townstaffnoted the Board
made its plans in isolation,
without assessing the broader
impact on the community and
suggested a group be set up
to discuss the Board’s plan
and initiate on-going discus-
sions with the Board.
Trustees were briefed on
the proposed report on Mon-
day and are expected to make
final decisions on land sales
and school closures in De-
cember. Nov. 18 to 21 has
been setaside by the Board to

~hear public delegations and

the Board travels to Acton on
Tuesday, Nov. 19 for ameet-
ing at Acton High.

to United Way

Haven’t had a United Way
canvasser come to your door
and ask for a donation yet?
Don’t worry. It’s not too late
to make a donation to the
umbrella organization that
raises money for 19 commu-
nity agencies.

In fact, Campaign West
chair Elly Tuitman will make
it very easy for you to help.

“Ifthere’s anyone who did
not get canvassed at home or
at work, call me. I'll gladly
come to them to pick up their
donation,” Tuitman offered
in an interview on Monday,
just days before Thursday’s
officials wrap-up of the resi-
dential campaign.

This year’s campaign goal
is $220,000 —a $10,000 in-
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crease over last year’s goal,
which was not reached.

“Everyone has been gen-
erous and I know that with
the retail sector, anyone who
has money to give 1s making
a generous donation,” Tuit-
man said.

“I heard a good campaign
phrase — I think it was from
the Toronto United Way but
it will work here. It said that
the United Way is you and
you should make sure that a
little of you is in the total,”
Tuitman said, noting that
Acton residents have always
donated generously to the
United Way campaign.

If you would like to donate
or want more Information,
call Tuitman at 853-3896.

Start your Christmas sbopping em[y!

Visit our

Leather Gift Shoppe




