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Struck teen

remains on
life support

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner
An 18-year-old Acton High
student continues to fight for
her life after being struck by
a van at the Main Street-
School Lane pedestrian cross-

ing on Friday night.

trian crossing lights were
working at the time.

Farrell’s father Dennis,
who with wife Cindy, has
been at his daughter’s bed-
side since the accident, said
he feels badly for the driver
of the van.

Valerie _
Farrell of Matthew |
Court remains in [
critical condition in [
a coma on life sup- &
port systems in |
Hamilton General |
Hospital’s intensive |
care unit.
~ Halton police re- |
port that Farrell was
attempting to cross
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“The police told
me that the poor guy
didn’t have a chance
toavoid Val,” Farrell

| said in an interview
|| on Saturday.

“It’s unclear ex-
actly what happened,
but the roads were
| wet and it was dark

me that one witness

Main Street from west to east
when she was struck by a
southbound van.

That van, driven by aa 38-
year-old Halton Hills man
who police would not iden-
tify, has been seized as part
of the on-going police inves-
tigation. |

Acton High student Ryan
Prueter witnessed the acci-
dent as he drove northbound
on Main Street.

“I saw Val walk out into
the road and I thought to
myself that she was going to
get hit,” Prueter recounted in
an interview on Sunday.

“As 1 went through the
crossing I looked in my side
view mirror and saw the guy
(the van driver) try to swerve
out of the way and then I saw
Val rolling on the ground.”

“She just walked out — she
didn’tcheck to see ifany cars
were - coming,” Prueter said
as he noted that the pedes-

All this month, you'll save big on the
largest selection of quality leather
upholstered furnishings and fine casegoods.

said they saw Val
push the button (to activate
the crossing lights) and step
right out to the road. 3

“Somebody also said that
maybe one ofthe dogs pulled
her off the curb into the traf-
fic, butIdon’tknow,” Farrell
said. Val was walking her
dogs at the time.

Farrell is a Grade 12 stu-
dent who 1s working at
Blooms Away Flower Shop
on a co-op work program.

School trustees continue budget cutting

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner -

Budget debate at the Halton
Board of Education turned
emotional this week as trus-
tees were forced to make deep
cuts to the $285 million
spending plan as they try to
avold a tax increase.
Trustees, who cut $6.6 mil-

| and the police told

lion from the budget follow-
ing marathon meetings last
week, need to make an addi-
tional $10 million in cuts to
balance the budget and are
expected tomeet all this week
until the budget is finalized.

“The cuts we’ve made so
far have the least impact on
the classroom,” explained

Board Finance Committee
chair, Trustee Tim Kings-
bury, on Friday.

“The amendments for cuts
now become more contro-
versial and more emotional
because they have more im-
pact on students.”

Twenty-five per cent of
non-teaching professional

staff were the first to be cut
by trustees, including seven
child and youth counsellors,
five psychologists, three so-
cial workers and four lan-
guage pathologists. Those
cuts will save the Board
$360,000 this year and

$900,000 annually.
Trustees also cut 8.5 in-
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structional leader and con-
sultant positions for a sav-
ings this year of $170,00 and
$425,000 annually.

The Finance Committee
cut all lunchroom supervi-
sors, and will save $118.000
this year and $300,000 annu-
ally by eliminating a number

See LATEST, Page 2
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