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One per cent Town
tax increase possible

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner
$4.86. That’s how much more the
average Acton home owner will
pay in Town taxes this year if the
budget committee endorses staff’s
atest budget figures.

That one per cent increase
would result in a $490.81 munici-
- pal tax bill for an average home
assessed at $6,400 and although
- councillors were aiming for no tax
increase, that may not be possible
because of anticipated legal bills
for the Town to continue its fight
against plans to turn part of the
Acton Quarry into a land fill site.

“Staft are recommending that
we add $100,000 to the budget to
cover legal costs now that the
quarry dump proposal has resur-
faced,” explained budget commit-
tee chair, Acton Councillor Rick
Bonnette on Friday.

The proposed budget is $2 mil-
lion less than it was in January
when the budget committee last
saw 1t and sent it back to staff to
make cuts in light ofa 35.77 per
cent decrease in provincial trans-
fer payments.

Staff’s proposed budget adjust-
ments are a mix of increased rev-
enues and spending cuts, includ-
Ing minor cost adjustments and
personnel and service’level cuts.

In his written overview, which
the budget committee dealt with
after press time on Tuesday, Town
I'reasurer Andy Koopmans said
the budget adjustments don’t sig-
nificantly impact on the exist-

' ing staff complement, but several

requests for staffing change have
been deleted from the budget.
Koopmans’s report said there
are very few noticeable service
level reductions in the budget.

SIGNING UP: Seven-year-old Trisha Bingeman may be all bundled up, but she’s thinking of soccer
as she registers to play with the Acton Soccer Club with help from her mom Mary, left, and club
members Leah Youngblut and Anne Stewart. (Eve Martin photo)
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Real estate market looking up

BY KAREN WETMORE
The Acton Tanner
Though the market may not be
booming, now may be an ideal
time to think about buying a home.
In fact, this is the best time in
the past 25 years to buy real estate,

says Damian Nikic, broker/owner

of Royal City Realty Halton Ltd.
“Normally, when interest rates
go down, prices go up, but so far
thathasn’t happened yet,” he says.
“Rates are very low now and the
prices are still low.”
Carlo Raponi, controller at
Baycliffe Homes, agrees the mar-
ketis picking up and says his com-
pany has a good outlook for the
future. Ofthe 21 homes in Lakeside
Estates on Birchway Place, 16 have
been sold in just one year.
The subdivisionat Blue Springs
Golf Course has had similar suc-
cess, says Nikic, with eight homes

built, two more lots sold and eight
lotsremaining. Butbuyers are very
choosy and even if the price is off
by a few thousand dollars, they
won’t buy, he adds.

Nikic started selling the homes
at Blue Springs, which start at
$229,000, last May.

“We did very well, considering
that’s high end market,” he says.
“Ifthe GO train was here and there
were better shopping facilities, we
would probably do even better.”

Nikic describes Acton as at-
tractive to commuters who work
in Mississauga or Toronto for its
small-town atmosphere, where
people know you by name.

Raponi agrees: “We’re happy
being in Acton,” he says. “People
in the town are very personable to
us, which you don’t find in a lot of
small towns.”

Lakeside Estates homes start at
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THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF OPTOMETRISTS

VISION AWARENESS WEEK
March 3-9, 1996

Vision Awareness Week 1996 (March 3-9) looks

at the importance of regular eye exams begining

at an early age. Be sure to discuss your child’s vision care
needs with your optometrist on your next regular visit!

For more information, contact your local optometrist,
or the Canadian Association of Optometrists:

301-1785 Alta Vista Drive Ottawa, Ontario K1G 3Y6
Tel: (613) 738-4412 o Fax: (613) 738-7161 ® E-mail: eyedocs@fox.nstn.ca.

$159,900 and are ideal for first-
time buyers and families, he adds.
With future plans for Acton to
develop into a town of 10,000
people, it looks as if the real estate
market may improve even more.
“I’'m not saying the market’s
going to start booming, but I think
now: is the best time for people to
buy a home,” Nikic says.

ROYAL CITY
AMBASSADORS

ANNUAL
SHOW

J.F. Ross Auditorium, Guelph

March 29 & 30

For tickets phone:
Don Lindsay - 853-2057
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Attention Race Fans!
Drop in and see our
limited edition

NASCAR display
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STX38 Lawn Tractor
Only

°2,499.
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Our experienced tax preparers will use the tax deductions
and credits available to you. Trust H&R Block to:

m ensure all applicable deductions and credits are applied to your return
W ensure you pay no more tax than required by law
OR
® ensure you receive the biggest refund to which you are entitled
B answer your tax questions
= explain how recent tax law changes affect you.

H-RBLOCK

56 Mill Street East, Acton
853-5612

Get a good
deal mower.

If you're looking for a lawn tractor
that offers quality, reliability and

) good value, the John Deere STX38
) is for you.

* High-torque |3-hp overhead
valve Kohler engine

* Full-pressure lubrication
with replaceable oil filter

* Extra-tight |5-inch turning radius

* 38-inch cutting width
* Easily adjustable anti-scalp gauge wheels
* Convenient shift-on-the-go 5-speed transmission
* Optional Tricycler® mulching attachment

HALTON GROUNDS CARE EQUIPMENT

1589 Steeles Avenue East, Milton

(905) 878-2121




