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Resident builds ice

BY DOUG HARRISON

The Rockwood Miller
While loads of youngsters locked
their eyes on the tube Christmas
Day playing the latest Sega or
Nintendo game, Nick Kuipery pre-
ferred his kids getting a good
workout on the ice.

For the fourth year, the R & M
Construction employee has built
an ice rink. first beside and now
across the street from his Mac-
Lennan Street home.

Not only 1s it a self-improve-
ment tool for his daughter Nicole’s
love of skating and son Michael’s
practice as a hockey player, but
also hours ot pleasure for area
children and a sense of commu-
nity.

“l havé"a passionate hatred for
Nintendo games,” he stated re-
cently. “It's a mind-destroying
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game. The notion that it improves

SKATE AT OWN RISK: Michael Kuipery, 9, and his 10-year-old sister Nicole have improved their
hockey and skating skills this winter, thanks to the ice rink their father, Nick, has built across the road
from their MacLennan Street home. The land is owned by Lou Hilts. (Doug Harrison photo)

your hand-eye co-ordination is a
crock.

“With the rink, you’re outside
and it’s good, physical activity.
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SEPTIC PUMPING .\

* High Pressure Drain
Cleaner
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, 20 Years Experience
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Twiss Fuels

* Shell Fuels & Lubricants

« 24-Hour Burner Service
« Hot Water Heater Rentals
* Energy-Efficient Testing
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~ Use this space
to advertise your
business for
as little as :
$10 per week!
Call 853-5100
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MAIN FLOOR PLAN 1117 Q. FT. UPFER FLOOCR PLAN 212 8Q. FT.
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TOTAL FLOOR AREA 2029 5Q. FT.
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Heritage Masonry

+ FIREPLACES
» BRICK & STONEWORK
+ CHIMNEY REPAIRS

cat: 883=-3397
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A deluxe ®
starter home

This compact two-storey boasts all the bells
and whistles.

A stylish stucco exterior with amulti-level
roof, raised entrance and feature windows is
sureto be awelcome addition to the streetscape
in any modern subdivision.

Twelve-foot-plus ceiling heights in the foyer
and living room create aspacious atmosphere
which is further enhanced by floor to ceiling
feature windows inthe livingroom. The kitchen
has an efficient working area with apantry and
abayed outbreakfastnook. A half-wall creates
a subtle division between the nook and the
family room. The family room provides acom-
fortable space for informal gatherings and fea-
tures a cosy gas fireplace.

Upstairs, the frontbedroom boasts aboxed
outwindow seat. A computer room provides a
quietarea for study. French doors lead into the
master bedroom which features awalk-in closet
and afour-piece ensuite with aswirl tubsetinto
abay.

Plans for U-932 may be obtained for $440
forapackage of five complete sets of working
prints and $39 for each additional set of the
same plan. Allow $15 extrato coverthe costof
postage and handling (add 7% GST to plan
total plus postage and handling.) Make cheques,
money orders, Visa or MasterCard authoriza-
tions payable to Acton Tanner Home Plan of
Week. P.O. Box 150, Acton, ON, L7] 2M3.
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® PVC SEWER PIPE

® WELL TILES & CULVERTS
m TRANSFORMER BASES
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= YARD & PATIO

00 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Serving All Your Insurance Needs

Home ® Auto * Business ® Travel
Life ® Mortgage Ins. ® Group * RRSP
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LUMBER

LUMBER, PANELLING & PLYWOQOD
PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL
HARDWARE, HAND-TOOLS
PAINTS, STAINS, WINDOWS, TILES
DOORS, TRIM & SIDING
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“Everything you need to do the job right.”

Leathertown Lumber Inc.
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Main St, North « 853-1970

rink for community

There’s so much crap on TV with
disgusting shows.”

On most nights, the 60 by 80-
foot rink attracts 10 to 15 people.
On a busy night, you’ll see 40
skating, including 9-year-old
Michael and Nicole, 10.

The young Kuiperys, decked
out in their Tie Domi and Doug
Gilmour Maple Leaf jerseys, of-
ten lace up the skates after school
and aside from a break for dinner,
will close the rink long after dark
at 9 or 9:30 pm.

“There’s no better practice than
logging inthe hours,” smiles Nick.

[t also doesn’t hurt having the
tools at your fingertips. Nick has
the luxury of using an abundance
of work materials to create and
maintain the rink such as a hy-
draulic excavator, high pressure
sodium lights and mercury vapour
(parking) lights that pump out 800
watts of electricity, and portable
generators that run every night
from the back of his pickup truck.

The rink, sitting on land owned
by Rockwood’s Lou Hilts, 1s al-
ready in the works during the fall
when rain water usually freezes
two of the five or six inches of ice
needed for frequent, safe skating.
~ Then it’s time for Nick to bring
out the hydraulic excavator along
with a laser beam used to gauge
when the ground is level. Thenit’s
time to flood the surface. Since the
rink has been skateable since Nov.
15, Nick floods the rink every two
weeks when the temperature is
well below zero.

As well, repairing holes and
eliminating bubbles is part of the
maintenance. Nick purchased the
two-inch tubing for the nets and
welded the pieces together, along
with wiring in the accompanying
mesh that is showing the wears of
numerous slapshots.

Everyone is welcome to use the
rink. Nick said Michael’s hockey
team has held a practice there.

“I love seeing the kids using it.
[t’s very rewarding,” offered Nick.

Students at

books again

BY LARISSA VIEL, GRADE 4

The fall term of school ended on
Dec. 21 with the presentation of
our Christmas Concert. It was a
great success.

Ourplay went well and we were
all in tune for our choral work.
A fter the presentation, we enjoyed
lots of goodies and warm apple
cider while we watched the Pa-
rade of Lights.

Now, after a wonderful two
week holiday, we’re back to
school. I think that most of us
looked forward to returning to

-school, but maybe not everyone.

Monday morning was spent in
a sharing time. We had an oppor-
tunity to tell each other what we
did on the holiday, and 1t was
interesting to hear -how the other
students celebrated Christmas and
New Years.

Happy New Year from the stu-
dents at Wellington Hall.



