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Courses start the beginning

of each month
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Jan. 2, 3, 4 & 5 (Daytimes)
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Write up a holiday budget and stick to it!

[t may be the season to be
jolly, but some consumers find
visions of holiday expenses
make them worry about the

bills to come, well before the

first “Ho! Ho! Ho!” is heard.

One way to help avoid singing
the credit-card blues in January is
to write up a Christmas budget and
stick to it. Lately it may seem
everything in the news revolves
around the word “budget,” but
knowing there won’t be any bill

collectors at your door in the
new year could be enough in-
centive for you to try it.

Those who have never used a
household budget are often re-
luctant to try one at Christmas.
They think it will put a damper

e

on holiday fun. To be successful,
a budget has to be flexible. Other-
wise, it’ll be forgotten the first
time an unexpected bill arrives.
To start, all you have to do is
subtract your expenses from your
income and decide how much of
the excess can go to the festive
season. Remember to include all
of your minor expenses, “which
can add up to a lot of money at the
end of the month. An easy way to
do this is to add five to 10 per cent
of costs marked “miscellaneous,”

CAN GET YOU..

$2,500
WHEN YOU SHOP
T MILTON MALL
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to make your budget work.

Once you have a clear idea of
how much money is left over for
Christmas, start to think about all
the holiday activities you’ve
planned. Mark down all the gifts
you want to buy, along with cards,
decorations and the Christmastree.
Don’t forget the cost of Christmas
dinner and holiday entertaining or
any charitable donations you plan
on making this year. Add an extra
10 per cent to cover the costs of
unexpected last-minute gifts.

Then number the items you’ve
listed according to your priorities,
and resolve to stick with the result.

One thing to remember is to
avold over-using your credit cards
to extend your holiday purchasing
power. With so many credit cards
available, the temptation to over-
spend has never been greater. Try
to avoid interest charges by pay-
ing off accounts in full at the end
of the month.

All of us at The Tanner wish all
of our readers happy holidays!

For every $50.00 spent in participating
stores, you are entitled to a ballot to win.
Receipts valid from Nov. 18 to Dec. 24, 1995.

DRAW WILL BE HELD WEDNESDAY,
DEC. 27 AT 12:00 NOON.

Receipts accepted from all Milton Mall Merchants
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF: Zellers, Towne Dental,

prescription drugs, lottery tickets and tobacco.
G.S.T and P.S.T. also not included. Milton Mall
merchants, staff, family and relatives not eligible

TRADE YOUR RECEIPTS

to enter.

FOR BALLOT(S)
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