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THE ACTON TANNER

‘Back to the farm’ at the Fair!

FALL FAIR PREVIEW

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Acton Tanner
The significance of roots and the
merits of experience will be un-
derlined during the 82nd edition
of the Acton Fall Fair on the Sept.
15, 16 and 17 weekend.

In this hi-tech world, Acton’s
fair continues to draw thousands
of people — rural and urban —in a
tradition that stretches back to the
days when agriculture was King.

Like the early fairs, this one
will have a baby contest, prize-
winning produce and tests of
strength for both machines and
- beasts.

[ike the fairs of the 1820s and
1830s, Acton’s fair will begin with
a parade, will include the display
and sale of “articles of domestic
manufacture” and will end, for
many, at the beer tent — today’s
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/Baby items
__ ASSIC ALERT

ASSIC has anumberofitems
to give away: two strollers, a
crib and mattress, a playpen,
an indoor baby swing; a high
chair; baby clothes, table and
chairs, just to name a few.

All items are in good con-
dition and are FREE.

[f you are in need of any-
thing, please give ASSIC a

\call at 853-3310. J

version of the tavern.

And as with past fairs, the 1995
fall fair will allow a glimpse of
what life was like in 1913, when
the first fair was held at the Pros-
pect Park fairgrounds.

Early fairs have evolved from
events staged to improve agricul-
tural techniques and help provide
good stock to celebrations of a
way of life that is disappearing.
Today’s fairs are a form of com-
munal recreation. |

“I was at the Ontario Agricul-
tural Museum a couple of years
ago and was aipazed that some
school children from Toronto had
no idea that milk came from a
cow,” former Acton Agricultural
Society president Sherrill Mac-
Pherson sadly noted in an inter-
view on Thursday.

“Children of today-should
know, when they look at a wheat
field, that it is where their grain
and cereal comes from. They
should know that their milk and
cheese comes from acow and what
the life of a farmer 1s like.

“That’s whatthe Acton Fall Fair
does. It celebrates a way of life,”
MacPherson said.

Esquesing’s Agricultural Soci-
ety staged fairs rotating between
Acton and Georgetownbeginning
in 1889, and in 1908, the last joint
fair was held in Acton.

In 1913 the Acton Agricultural
Society staged its first fair at Pros-
pect Park in an exhibition that was
billed as “open to the world.”

That year, $800 was handed out
in prize money. In 1994, prizes

totalled some $28.000.

Baby shows ran from 1921 to
1953 and were reintroduced in
19635. This year organizers expect
as many as 100 babies to be en-
tered by proud parents.

The new cattle ties were built in
1930, the same year the first poul-
try show was held.

The first amplified sound was
heard at the 1933 fair and in 1956,
90 contestants., some from the
United States, entered the Central
Junior Canada Pumpkin Champi-
onship.

In 1958 women formed their
own organization and continue
playing a leading role in ensuring
the success of the fair.

Agricultural Society President
Janis Fread thinks the fair has with-
stood the test of time, and i1m-
proved because it is an “afford-
able form of community related
entertainment.”

“The Acton Fair has a nice at-
mosphere and shows offthe small-
town way of life. We don’t have
the demolition derbies that some
exhibitions have.

“We are still a small, old-fash-
ioned fair, and that is what people
like,” Fread explained in an inter-
view on Thursday.

For Ag. Society past-president
George Henderson, the traditions
of the Acton fairs mean success.

“The fair has a home-coming
effect on people. It gives people a
sense of history, a sense of conti-

nuity and allows them to be part of

away of life that their great-grand-
fathers knew.”

Need to learn or imgrove \
3 \

your computer skills

Want to return to the
work force?

Need to complete your
high school diploma?

ENROLL NOW FOR DAY-TIME
CLASSES BEGINNING SEPT. 11TH

The W.I.L.L. (Wellington Institute for Llfelong
‘Learning) program offers a complete range of
computer training from beginner to expert levels.
These hands-on classes offer computer
iInstruction in the most current software programs
(WordPerfect, Lotus 123, Accpac/Simply
Accounting, MS Windows, Excel, Corel Draw,
PowerPoint) used by business today. Other
credit courses offered are Business & Technical
Math, English, Accounting, Biology, Career
Development, and Parenting.
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( DATE
TIME:  September 11, 1995 (for 18 weeks)
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Classes are 1 1/2 hrs. each
PLACE: Centre for Continuing Educatio
66 Norfolk St.
Guelph N1H 4H8 / |
COST: FREE - No TuitonFee fI
Computer Materials - $15
Texthook deposit ($40.00) may be reguired.
\.
& ha veﬁ . |
=i, CALL 836-7281
. Ly for information or to register

“Shoy, ynu'l“‘m Wellington County Continuing Education
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up to you to keep it safe.

a member of (L=
Q EnerMark \VY(
The Electricity People

Buy any brand you like.
- But make sure it has the
CSA brand on it, too.

Before you buy an electrical appliance,
or in fact anything that you plug
in, look for the CSA (Canadian
Standards Association) label
or sticker. The CSA symbol
is your assurance that the appl-
ance has been thoroughly tested
and meets Canadian safety
standards. However, as appliances
get old, wear and tear can take their
toll. So if you notice frayed cords, loose
connections, fuses that keep blowing, or circuit
breakers that keep tripping, have your appli-
ances checked by a qualified electrician.
The CSA symbol. It lets you know that your
appliance was safe when you bought it. But it’s
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ENERGY HINTS

Keeping

your
windows /ﬁ
clear

- Inside Panes -

Condensation
Condensation can
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be caused by excess '33‘/,;,".:, .

humidity in your home o

or from windows that » Add a layer ;
are single paned and of glass or plastic
their surface too cold. to your existing

The solutions are to:  window panes.

» Reduce the humidity  » Caulk and

by installing exhaust weatherstrip,

fans in the bathroom wherever you feel
and kitchen. a dratft.




