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THE ACTON TANNER

Defeated candidates plan their next moves

BY DOUG HARRISON
The Acton Tanner
‘What happens when the ballots
have been counted, the posters are
down, and the municipal election
fades to a memory?

Five of six defeated mayoralty
candidates and area councillors
we interviewed expressed disap-
pointmentin last week’s standings.

The sixth, Rob Barlow, seemed
more concerned with his distaste
fcrlocal mediathan his 1,499 votes

What particularly irked Barlow
was a letter from Hide House presi-
dent Steve Dawkins published in
The Acton Tanner. The letter said
Barlow, when a member of Pro-
tect Our Water and Environment
Resources (POWER), telephoned
then-MP Garth Turner and sug-
gested he not attend a meeting
with Acton’s three councillors on
critical developmental issues.

“The letter The Tanner printed
from Mr. Dawkins was out of char-

that placed him fifth in the may- acter and was a totally unfounded
statement. [t would have beennice
if I was called and asked if it was

or’s race, his second straight de-
feat contesting the mayor’s seat.
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Citizens’ Band at the head of Saturday’s Santa Claus Parade.
Stephanie and Belinda’s parents and two older sisters all play in
the band. (Paul Nolan photo)
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CERAMICS & CRAFTS

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SALE

Saturday Nov. 26 and Sunday Nov. 27
10 am to 3 pm - Both Days

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE'!

261 Peel St.

853-1350

true. If it (The Tanner) had any
standards it would have been the
first thing they would have done.”

‘Mike Armstrong, who was 414
votes behind mayor-elect Marilyn
Serjeantson, felt declaring his can-
didacy on the last possible day
was the difference.

“I'm quite confident that if I
had asked more people and
knocked on more doors that the
mayor’s race would have been
much closer,” said Armstrong, 55.

Armstrong will continue to op-
erate a life insurance business out
of his Georgetown home.

Bob Malcolmson, whose 1,888
votes were good for fourth in the
mayor’s race, downplayed pre-
election notions that the mayor-
elect should have previous coun-
cil experience.

“I don’t believe it’s true,” said
the 24-year businessman and
policy analyst with the Brampton
Board of Trade. “You want the
best leader in that position. With
me, the leadership was there. I’ve
dealt with provincial, federal, Re-
gional and municipal issues.”

Malcolmson, like two other can-

didates interviewed, was also con-
cerned by the low turnout at the
polls from Halton Hills residents.

The father of three has left the
door open to possibly run again.

Journalist Colin Gibson was
disappointed in both his election
votes (351 votes) and the poor
Acton turnout at the polls.

“We got the status-quo, so it’s
going to be the same old, same old
for the next three years,” an upset
Gibson, 45, said. “I hope I'm
wrong, but [.don’t think I am.”

The Georgetown resident pre-
dicted there will be no movement
with the Beardmore site, Acton
East development or construction
of a new Acton arena by 1997.

Gibson will now turn his atten-
tion to his No. 1 post-election pri-
ority, starting a new Georgetown-
based newspaper.

Acton’s Rebecca Drotos is also
quickly stepping aside from poli-
tics and is currently vacationing.

The 31-year-old, six-year resi-
dent who sought to bump Ward 1
councillors Norm Elliott and
Gerald Rennie made it known be-
fore she left that the election proc-

ess was a valuable experience.

“The Ward 1 outcome was good
for the people of Acton,” said the
upbeat mother of one. “I had a
wonderful rapport with the two
candidates and accomplished eve-
rything I wanted to.”

She plans to continue work on
starting a research company.

Jean Hilborn, meanwhile, said
the election was quite a way to
spend four weeks vacation. She
returned on Monday to her post as
administrative assistant at New
Vision Homes in Toronto.

Hilborn was disappointed in
Acton residents who informed her
they wanted change, but didn’t
vote that way, or didn’t vote at all.

“If they weren’t happy they
should have voted for change in
me. If I hadn’t come through with
my promises they could have given
me the boot in three years,” sug-
gested Hilborn

The eight-year Acton resident,
who many say was hurt by her
relationship with the controver-
sial candidate Barlow, was ousted
by a whopping 1,528 to 348 by
Bonnette for the Regional seat.

The Government of Canada

programs like:

e Unemployment Insurance
® Child Tax Benefit
° Federal contributions to:

* Employment development services and training

* Post-secondary education

» Social assistance (welfare) and social services

 Child care

* Assistance to persons with disabilities

booklet, and return it to us.

Human Resources
Development Canada

i

has prepared a question and answer
booklet “Have Your Say”. This booklet gives
you information on possible changes to social

To participate in this national discussion, fill in
the pull-out question and answer section of the

we want your views.

THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA

is looking at changing Canada’s social programs.
But before making changes, .

For your free copy of “Have Your Say” or for other
information on changing Canada’s social programs,

Call 1-800-735-3351

I'DD: 1-800-465-7735

“Have Your Say” 1s also available at all post

offices, Canada Employment Centres, and at many

YM/YWCAs and grocery stores across Canada.

IT'S TIME TO CHANGE OUR SOCIAL PROGRAMS. HAVE YOUR SAY.

Développement des
ressources humaines Canada

You can also share your views with your MP
or attend the public hearings on Social Security
Reform which are being held in communifies
across Canada by the Standing Committee on
Human Resources Development.
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