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Festival writers rally to preserve Eden Mills bridge '

Special to The Rockwood Miller
A majority of members of the

‘Eramosa Township Council have

declared their intention to demol-
ish the historic bowstring bridge
thatis the central architectural fea-
ture of the village of Eden Mills —
home of the highly successful an-
nual Eden Mills Writers’ Festival.

This 81-year-old bridge, with
its reinforced-concrete arch and
picturesque setting, is listed by the
Ministry of Culture as one of the
ten most valuable heritage bridges
in Ontario.

The township intendsto replace
the village’s one-and-a-half lane

Writers’

bowstring bridge with a modern
two-lane bridge, claiming to be
acting out of a concern for safety.
But according to the written as-
sessments of two international ur-
ban planning experts who visited
the village in July, widening the
bridge poses a greater safety risk.

Jan Gehl (Professor and Head,
Urban Design Division, Royal
Academy of Arts, Copenhagen)
remarks: “It is now established
knowledge among urban planners
and traffic engineers that the cor-
rect way to deal with adanger spot
in a street is not to widen the street
at that point, but rather to make it
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Festival

a ‘great success’

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Rockwood Miller

Famous writers, village residents
and approximately 2,000 visitors
came to Eden Mills last Sunday to
attend the Sixth Annual Eden Mills
Writer’s Festival.

With more than 20 authors read-
ing from their works at three loca-

-tions, several publisher’s display-

ing their books, and the village
atmosphere of Eden Mills, the day
was considered a great success.

The Festival began six years
ago with a book-signing at the
General Store for resident writer
Leon Rooke, one of the festival
organizers.

T ] \

= s

LTSI

© 8§21-3620 ©

e o

ST

SOLID VALUE.
%

. i | g b M
' , 5 Retail
Walue

Up

STIHL's 026 &
039 Chain Saws!
a

L& ffhar

Wi T purchase 3l any new STHHL D0SL 021 021, 0204,

02, 029, (04 0%, 030 o i
CRETFED

Otfer availablesghile supples last
For full details and a freg gemaonstration

e  COME S8é us 1oaay!

City Motor Servic

450 Woodlawn W., Guelph
(#7 East of the Auto Mall)

“That first year we had 13 writ-
ers and we expected about 50 peo-

“ple to attend, but 500 came. Since

then it has grown from its meagre
seat-of-the-pants beginnings to a
national event,” Rooke said.

Asked to explain the vast
motherlode of creative talent in
Eden Mills, Rooke first joked that
it must be the water.

“We seem to have a generous
outcropping of talent but there are
people writing in closets all over
the country in extraordinary num-
bers,” Rooke explained Sunday.

“There are painters painting in
secret sky lofts and the artistic
spirit moves everywhere.”

Rooke was hard-pressed to pick
a favourite moment of the day but
said he enjoyed the performance
of his play ‘A Woman’s Guide to

Home Companionship’ and all of

the readings he attended.

A major part of the festival is
the new writer’s contest, and this
year cash awards and books were

* handed out to more than 20 win-

ners. Acton’s Justina Lynn
Pembleton, 14, received a $100
cheque and numerous books for
taking first place in the children’s
writing division.

narrower.

“Drivers conduct themselves
according to the perceived risks of
a situation: a safe road is therefore
onewhichenablesdriversto ‘read’
the risks well inadvance and which
induces them to drive more slowly.
Replacing the Eden Mills bow-
string bridge by a wider bridge
would at one stroke make the main
street of the village significantly
more dangerous.”

Village residents, including
Festival organizers, fear that the
destruction of the bridge (along
with the inevitable road widening
and the resulting increase of high-
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volume heavy traffic) would de-
stroy the rural atmosphere and the
community spirit of Eden Mills,
which have together permitted the
village to develop and sustain one
of the most important literary fes-
tivals in Canada.

Writers who have read at the
Festival over its five-year history,
including Margaret Atwood,
Graeme Gibson, Barbara Gowdy,
and Jane Urquhart, to name a few,
are rallying to the cause of the
bowstring bridge.

And as Michael Keefer, Eng-
lish professor at the University of
Guelph and co-ordinator of the

Eden Mills “Save the Village”
committee points out, “there has
only been one accidentat the bridge
in living memory, in 1967, and
that was caused by driver impair-
ment.”

While the Eramosa Township
Council voted last week, by a nar-
row majority, to construct a new
bridge, residents of Eden Mills
continue to fight to preserve the
old bridge. If you’d like more 1n-
formation, contact the Eden Mills
“Save the Village” committee, c¢/o
Michael Keefer, at(519)856-1081,
(519)824-4120, ext. 3247, or by
fax at (519)766-0844.
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WE LOVE A PARADE!

Piper Don Gordon and Town Crier Shelagh Rogers (of CBC Radio) lead area residents from the old
hotel to the Bow String Bridge Sunday to officially open the Eden Mills Writers’ Festival. The sixth
annual festival was a great success, according to organizers. (Lori Frechette photo)

SPECIAL THIS WEEK!

WHITE, WHOLE &CRACKED WHEAT

Bread *1..
SAUNDERS BAKERY

Quality BaKing
Since 1914

Home of the Double Hi-Loaf

No Preservatives added

856'9561 - Rockwood

102 Main St.

BEATON & CO.
ROOFING

Single Ply Membranese®Maintenance
Shingling e Thermal Upgrading
Hot Ashpalt & Gravel
Sheet Metal Work
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ROCKWOOD’S OWN
ROOFING COMPANY

856-9784

Mo Wieille
Auberge

OPEN FOR DINNER
TUES. TO SUN.

LUNCH SERVED
WED. TO FRI. & SUN.
Reservations
Required
262 Main St. S.
Rockwood

856-4170




