———

1 6

THE ROCKWOOD MILLER

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 1994

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
The Rockwood Miller

Unhappy with existing wetlands
protection legislation and skeptical
of the sincerity of politicians, a
local couple has formed a new
environmental organization—the
Forest, Wetlands and Wildlife
Preservation Organization.

Founder Anita Welsh said they
hope to raise enough money to
buy environmentally sensitive
lands to prevent further loss of
wetlands and natural habitats.

“We started this organization
when we realized that there is a lot
of development being approved
on environmentally sensitive
land,” Welsh said in an interview
on Saturday.

“Although the Province has re-
cently implemented new regula-
tions to protect wetlands, I've
found that money talks and some

development plans are being ap-

proved anyway. Someone with the
right amount of money can do
what they want.”

When asked for an example
Welsh pointed to a Fourth Line
estate development that was ap-
proved six years ago.

“Surveys and plans show that
the land was marshy and under

build another estate subdivision
on marshy land on the Fifth Line.

“If local councils and the Prov-
ince keep approving developments
on environmental sensitive lands
then there won’t be any wetlands
left,” Welsh stated.

Welsh said their long-term goal
is to raise enough money to pur-
chase wetlands so they can’t be
built on.

“We hope to have a Board of
Trustees that will oversee the pur-
chased property so it can never be
developed.

Welsh said they chose to start a
new organization and not join one
of the existing ones because they
want action.

“In a lot of cases the existing
groups are all talk and no action.
Everybody says that they want to
save sensitive land but you’ve got
to beat the developers at their own
game and to do that you’ve got to
buy the land out from underneath
them,” Welsh said.

“My father used to say to me

Rockwood couple want to preserve Ontario wetlands

that you have to put your money ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION!

where your mouth is and if you are
going totalk preservation then you
must back up the talk with action.”

Welsh said they have about a
dozen members so far and hope to

Rockwood residents Anita and Tony Welsh have formed a new organization to battle environ-
mental degredation and preserve wetlands. The Forest, Wetlands and Wildlife Organization
hopes to battle unchecked development on the precious land. (Lori Frechette photo)

water and I don’t think that it
should have been built on. The
same developer 1s now trying to

“We’ve sent hundreds of letters
to local residents and big corpora-
tions asking for their moral sup-
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NEW! This term:

TECHNIQUES ¢ STEP DANCE
e ACROBATICS

Registration for 1994-95 dance term
Rockwood Town Hall
Tues., Sept. 13, 6pm to 8pm

*$10 registration fee required (applles to tultion
Line Dance, Dace Fitness s -

3yr old class offered for 1994-85 dance lerm)
for information phone: Angel 763-6828
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Rockwood seniors take note:
there’s a great new way for you to
brush up on your skills behind the
wheel.

The “55 Alive Driver Program”
is an innovative driver refresher
course for people 55 years and
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port. We plan to hold an auction more about the new organization

next month to raise some money.”
Anyone interested in learning

over. It is designed to improve
driving skills and to help maintain
your driving license longer, while
driving more safely.

Developed by the Canada
Safety Council, the program 1is
conducted by certified, specially
trained instructors.

It consists of six hours of class-
room instruction (two hours per
session) and a one hour driving
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Call The Rockwood Miller
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COME IN AND SEE
US BEFORE

| CAMPING,
PAINTING OR FARMING

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS
8:70 am 10 1:00 pm

‘Lots of IN-Store Specials

can call Anita or Tony Welsh at

856-4550 or 1-800-361-1890.

skills with new 55-Alive program

appraisal in your own car.

Fifty years ago, when most of
today’s seniors took their driving
test, motoring was a lot simpler.
Tests were different too, and a lot
less complicated.

If you are interested in partici-
pating in this course, scheduled
for late September or early Octo-
ber, please contact the Eramosa
Seniors’ Resource Centre by call-
ing 856-2191 or EWAG 1-800-
640-0928.

Please make a note that calling
EWAG doesn’t have to mean long
distance charges for anyone. Take
advantage of our toll free 1-800-
640-0928 line.
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