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Low numbers mean uncertain future for camp

BY DOUG HARRISON
The Acton Tanner

Acton could be minus one sports
camp next summer.

“My fear is the Halton Board
may not continue having camp
here,” says Bob McKay, supervi-
sor for the 15th annual Acton
Sports and Fitness camp, which
runs Aug. 8 to 12 and Aug. 15 to
18.

The problem appears to be fal-
tering numbers. McKay had 47
kids aged 6 to 13 attend the camp
out of Acton High last year. He
says he could survive with be-
tween 20 and 22 camp-goers, but
that would mean a bleak future to
the program.

“Acton registration has never
been monstrous. It used to be a
three-week camp, but due to eco-
nomics it’s now two,” says
McKay, a Physical and Health
Education teacher at Georgetown
high school.

“We always get tremendous
feedback from the parents and
children. It’s frustrating; I’ve put
posters around town and adver-
tised in the Recreation and Parks
department’s brochure. I've never
had a negative comment about the
camp in its 15 years. I guess peo-
ple don’t have the bucks.

“It may be just our community.
The dollar is a tight thing. But I’d
hate to give up on it. I like the
Acton Kids.”

Nevertheless, the personable
McKay is excited with this year’s
program, which offers a broad
range of activities for everyone.

Each day at the high school

BOB MCKAY

includes 7% hours of supervised
activity, skill instruction in a vari-
ety of team activities chosen by
students, a daily swim (at McKen-
zie-Smith), a lunch with movies
and participation in a mini-Olym-
pics to be held between Acton,
Georgetown and Milton camps.

When registering, kids aged 6
to 8 are asked to choose four of
soccer, T-ball, European handball,
ball hockey, off-ice hockey and
rythmics to participate in.

With the youngsters, McKay
says he and his staff of three or
four volunteers (depending on
number of registrants) focus on
developing the participant’s hand-
eye co-ordination with the various
games. He adds that European
handball and ball hockey have
been popular activities in the past.

Camp-goers inthe 9to 12-year-
old bracket are taught more skills
than the youngsters and specific
skills to make the games more fun

to play. Some of the activities in-
clude lacrosse, volleyball, basket-
ball, football and soccer.

And speaking of soccer, with
World Cup fever invading the na-
tion, McKay has landed Guelph
resident Ken Castledine to dem-
onstrate the fundamentals of the
game at aone-hour soccerclinic in
each of the one-week sessions.

“Once kids get into the activi-
ties they think it’s the cat’s meow.
It’s a highly structured camp and
we’re always changing activities,”
assures the 17-year Actonite.

Not only do the kids have fun

and meet new friends, but they
leave the camp in great physical
condition.

“I think the hidden agenda is
improving the kids’ fitness level.
We certainly keep them active
through the day and the parents
appreciate it. The kids go home
and they’re dead-tired.”

- “I'love to see the kids have fun.
When they’re smiling you know
you’re doing something right.”

The camp costs $80 for one
child and $75 for each one thereaf-
ter. If you have questions about
the camp, call McKay at 853-3596.

renovated Thomas Moore House with Arlene Bruce at a recent

open house. The house was built in the early 1890s by the
respected resident. It’s one of the few remaining original wood-
sided homes in town. (Brad Hammond photo)
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Models GUK/GDK, AJ

Comfortmaker

Air Candltiening & Heating

©1994 Inter-City Products Corporation (USA)

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

SHARP HEATING

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

148 Fall 5t., Rockwood

856-9494
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Call us at 853-5100
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of our GAS BBQ...

MARSHA BATCHELOR

of Limehouse

ACTON 76H

8 MAIN ST., N., IN THE MILL MAIN MALL
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CHECK YOUR LOCAL IGA FOR *COMPETITIVE PRICING ON THESE STAPLE ITEMS:

MILK

2% Partly skimmed
4 L BAG

BUTTER

IGA Salted, Canada First Grade
1-LB.PKG.

EGGS

IGA White, Canada Grade A
LARGE 1 DOZEN CTN.

BREAD

IGA Regular, white , Sliced
675 g LOAF

*Refers to cour nearest supermarket competitor’s regular pricing.

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES.

SUGAR

White, Granulated
2 Kg BAG




