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Surrounded by her loving family
and friends, Rockwood’s Adele
Harris celebrated her 80th birth-

Adele Harris celebrates her 80th btrthday

day on Sunday.
The party was held atthe family
farm on Harris Street — on the

land purchased by her great grand-
father and Rockwood’s founder,
John Harris, in 1820.

As well-wishers offered con-
gratulations, the spry grandmother
of 10 noted that she was truly at
home at the Harris Street tarm.

“My roots in Eramosa run
deep,” Adele said as she presided
over the gathering.

“Icamehere 51 years ago as the
bride of Arthur Harris. I’ ve raised
my family here and now they are
raising their families here.”

The Harris clan haveraised their
families in Rockwood since John
Harris, a Scottish seaman, pur-
chased 50 acres of land in Eramosa
for $75 dollars.

Harris’s 1855 survey of what
he called Brothers Town, shows
Main Street (now Harris Street)
and John Street (now Highway
25) as the centre of the village.

When the Grand Trunk Railway
came through in 1856 the centre of
town shifted north.

Eramosa Township Councillor
Leverne Harris is Adele’s son and
he now lives on the farm.

“The first 50 acres is where the
cemetery and subdivision are now.
Then John Harris bought another
100 acres and began working the
land and well as teaching school
and surveying,” Leverne re-
counted.

John Harris married Jane
Wetherald in 1836. She was the
sister of James Wetherald who
founded the Rockwood Academy,
to which Harris donated three acres
of land fora Quaker meeting house.

“This land is Crown Land from
King George 11l so it’s been home
all my life. I grew up here, and the
history is very important to me,”
Leverne said.

Adele married into the Harris
family and moved to Rockwood
in 1943. She became the salesper-
son for her husband’s farm equip-
ment business.

[everne Harris marvels at his
mother’s life: “She sold manure
spreaders and elevators and trav-

\ables are left out of sight.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY M()M' Leverne Harrls, left, and hruther
Carl flank mother Adele, who celebrated No. 80 on Sunday at
the family farm on Harris Street. (Lori Frechette photo)

elled all over the Province while
raising my two brothers and me.
She did that for several years after
my father passed away in 1983
and then she retired. She’s putina
lot of miles.”

Asked for hersecretto long life,
Adele Harris laughed and said she
stays young by staying busy.

“I enjoy life and I enjoy meet-
ing people. I enjoyed our business
and I enjoy my family.”

Eramosa Green Dollar system could work for all

Special to the Rockwood Miller
Buy locally and support your com-
munity businesses! How many of
us pay lip service to this but then
can’t resist the specials at Cana-
dian Tire or A&P? Money is tight,
so we try to save the last penny.

The result: another business
folds and more of our neighbours
end up out of work or even bank-
rupt. If this keeps up, there will be
too few services and shops in
Rockwood to support each other.

The consequences of this will
be many. Everybody will have to
go to Guelph for their shopping.
The small commercial tax base
will result in higher residential
taxes. Community newspapers
will continue to disappear for lack
of commercial support. Commu-
nity groups will have a harder time
publicizing their events and will
likewise lose their effectiveness.

John Bloss

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Please call
for ful' and personal

Real Estate service
with a free evaluation
of your property

Res: 856-4527 Rockwood
Bus: 824-0044 Guelph

Sutton Group - Graystone
Realty Inc. Guelph

o Wieille
Auberge

LIVE JAZZ
“THE APPLEYARD
TRIO"

Thursday Nights
Reservations
Required
262 Main St. S.
Rockwood

856-4170

Rockwood won’t cease to exist,
but do we want to live in a bed-
room community?

The challenge then, is to keep
our dollars circulating within the
township. How? A glitzy adver-
tising campaign to buy locally?
Nah, too many of us are already
saturated with advertising.

One possibility suggested by
the Eramosa 2020 Strategic Plan
is an Eramosa Green Dollar Sys-
tem. Somewhat along the lines of
Canadian Tire money, this com-

THE ROCKWOOD ERAMOSA
FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIALTION
WOULD LIKE TO THANK EVERYONE
WHO SO GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED OUR
APRIL FIREMAN'S BALL
A TREMENDOUS SUCGESS
DUE TO ALL OF YOU!

munity could create and control
its own currency that is only re-
deemable within the township.
Envision this: you go to
Knechtel’s and pay 20 per cent of
your groceries with ECUs
(Eramosa Currency Units).
Knechtel’s then pays its employ-
ees and local producers partly
again with ECUs. The latter then
spend their ECUs atthe Rockwood
Cafe, Village Video ... With the

ECUs, our economic trading goes
round and round within the town-
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ship. We keep our own wealth.
See GREEN, Page 20

baked goods

Homemade jams

OPEN DAILY
9AM TO ﬁPM
 905-854-2673

LONG LANKE
ORCHARIDS

Fresh or Frozen

Fresh cider * Bird seed

Fish pond open daily

1 Road West of Guelph Line

.2 Miles North of Highway 401
(Second Line, South*of 15th Sideroad)
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Phone stolen\

from pickup
truck |

An Eramosa man reported the
theft of a $500 Motorola cel-
lular phone which had been
stolen from the seat of his
truck sometime Wednesday
night.

The 1989 Chevy pickup
was parked outside the vic-
tim’s home on Concession 2
when the theft occurred.

Guelph OPP say there were
no signs of forcible entry into
the vehicle and are cautioning
people to make sure vehicles
are securely locked and valu-
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856-4260

- COMPLETE LAWN CARE
« SOD & SEEDING

* LAWN ROLLING & AERATING

» TREE REMOVAL OR PLANTING

Call Dave landry

836-5164

. HETAINING WALLS
« INTERLOCKING STONE
. DECKS & FENCES




