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for disabled Acton man

BY WENDY LONG
The Acton Tanner

After the last Acton GO trainto
Toronto pulls out July 2 get-
ting to work 1s going to be a lot
more difficult for Acton resi-
dent Richard Hadfield.

Hadfield, 48, is visually im-
paired and 1s registered as le-
gally blind with the CNIB. For
the next two weeks, he will
continue to walk from his Mill
Street home unassisted and hop
the train to Union Station.

Afterthat, Hadfield willhave
to rely on someone to drive
him to the Georgetown station
or catch a bus there. It adds one
more obstacle to getting

through his day without total
vision.

If a car were to hit him while
crossing the street, Hadfield
would not be able to see it until
the last moment. That is, until
too late.

Hadfield’s sight began to de-
teriorate only three years ago.
when he contracted a virus that
attacked the centre of his reti-
nas. Consequently, he main-
tains some vision but has lost a
great deal of fine-tuning.
Hadfield 1s independent and
doesn’t use a white cane or a
seeing-eye dog.

“When people hear some-
one 1s visually impaired they

picture someone with a white
cane stumbling around,”
Hadfield says, addressing dis-
ability stereotypes. “I’'m mo-
bile. I can get around and I
don’t usually trip over things.”

In fact, on a recent business
trip to San Francisco, Hadfield
didn’t reveal that he cannot re-
ally see until he was asked.to
survey documents.

Hadfield 1s aided in his job at
an insurance company by elec-
tronic magnification machines
that enlarge print to be several
inches high. His talking watch
lets him know the time. In fact,
he even wears glasses to en-
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Hide House closes;
Acton ‘devastated’

Acton 1s in shock after yesterday’s
announcement of the closure of
the olde Hide House, along with
Jack Tanner’s, Flight-Line and
Leathertown West Wearhouse,
pending a restructuring of the com-
pany’s finances.

Shoppers found doors locked
tight yesterday at all Hide House
stores, where there were only brief
notes of explanation posted. The
story received lead treatment on
area TV and radio newscasts.

In an announcement to employ-
ees, company president Steve
Dawkins stated that the firm may
be forced to seek court protection
from its creditors. All but a few of
the 120 employees are being laid
off immediately.

Dawkins attributed the compa-
ny’s problems to the “continuing
economic malaise,” which has re-
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He indicated that it will likely

be several weeks before the pros-
pect of a financial restructuring

can be confirmed.

“This1s devastatingnews,” said
Acton councillor Rick Bonnette
yesterday. “The olde Hide House
has been a flagship for bringing
tourists into town. There are many
stores that depend on these tour-
ists and they will really feel the
ripple effect.

“As far as the Town, if they (the
Hide House and affiliated busi-
nesses) can’t restructure, there’s
going to be atax base lost as well.

“But we have to be positive. If
anybody’s capable of restructur-
ing, Steve and Don Dawkins will
lead the way.

“It’s a real shame. The ironic
thing is that it’s almost six years to
the day that the announcement
came that Canada Packers was
closing the tannery in Acton.”

The operations of three associ-
ated companics —— Blue Springs
~ Golf Club, Springs Develop-
ments and North Halton Construc-
tion — are not directly affected by
this announcement.

Businesses still divided
over Sunday shopping

BY WENDY LONG
The Acton Tanner
A year after Sunday shopping was
officially approved by the Ontario
government, Acton businesses re-

-main divided over Sunday open-

ing.

In a random survey of Acton
stores, services and restaurants,
half choose to be open Sundays
while the other half decline.

Many of the local businesses
that open Sunday say they were
already open before the new legis-
lation passed, based on tourist lo-
cation exemptions.

“The main reason for this busi-

SEASON PACKAGES

Save up to 30% or more on the ‘Turtle Lake’ championship course!

What'’s best, you may reserve your tee-off times up to two weeks in
advance — that's 7 days ahead of the general public, assuring you

of ‘prime-time’ access all summer.

Each 20 round package costs just $750 and the advance booking

privileges may be shared by up to four players. Call 853-0904.
Notice: 2 for 1 Tuesdays on ‘Trillium’ are back!

ness was to open Sundays when
we opened nine years ago,” said
Jug City owner Linda Olson.
“Back then everything was closed
except convenience stores. We're
not as busy now that everything
else has opened Sundays.”
“There’s not enough business
(to open Sundays),” said John
Reeve, owner of Leathertown Feed
and Pet Supplies. “I’m just scared
that 1t will draw my usual custom-
ers from the six days over to the
seventh (without adding any new
business),  he said.
“I opened for two Sundays be-
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