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Beth-el Christian Reform
church celebrates 40 years

BY DOUG HARRISON
The Acton Tanner

Beth-el Christian Reform Church
member John Kamminga remem-
bers Dec. 30, 1956 quite vividly.

[t was then that the church,
founded in 1953, conducted its
services in the newly constructed
basement. The church wasn’t well-
known but has since grown to be-
tween 85 and 90 members today.

“We bought a lot where the
church is now (Churchill Road
and Highway 7) and the basement
leaked so much that we had to put
10to 15 buckets inside it to catch
the water,” Kamminga chuckles
in recalling the events.

On Saturday, 37 years and five
ministers later, the church cel-
ebrated their 40th anniversary at

the Acton Curling Club. With cur-
rent Pastor Adrian Vangiesen in
attendance, members mingled and
chatted about happenings from the
past 40 years. At 7:30 pm, there
was an open house for people who
were unable to attend the dinner at
5. Councillor Rick Bonpette and
seven dignitaries (mainly former
ministers) were present.

“The Christian Reform Church
has growntremendously in Canada
over the years,” says Kamminga.
“It was not well-known when we
came here from Holland.

“We attract a lot of families that
don’t go to church much. We’re
not just sitting cosy with our own
little group. We reach out.”

Reverend Andre, 2 missionary,
was the church’s first minister.
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