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done to her hair by Lee-Anne Goy shortly before hitting the
stage to perform the musical Leader of the Pack at Acton High
last Wednesday. Vanderzand played Mrs. Grenwich, while Goy

played Gina. (Doug Harrison photo)

More budget blues

“It’s a bitch.”

That isshow Halton Hills treas-
urer Ray King assesses the current
uncertainty over Provincial spend-
ing cutbacks. |

A frustrated King told Council-
lors on Monday night that he is
“rather shell-shocked” as the im-
pact of the cutbacks on the Town
continues t0 grow.

Last week King told Council that
the impact of Provincial cutbacks in
unconditional grants could be be-
tween $110,000 and $130,000.

“We still don’t have an absolute
figure, but I did learn today that the
reductionin grants is $150,000, and
that doesn’t take into account the
possibility of some lost MTO (Min-
istry of Transport) grants,” King said.

“In addition to that, the new
area is the social contract, which is
something quite different.

“In our particular case, in addi-
tion to the $150,000 we will have
to make up from some where else,
the figure of $334,000 has been
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mentioned as an additional sum
that we might have to find, be-
cause of the Government’s social
contract,” King said.

Outside Council Chambers, King
said the Town gets just over $1 mil-
lion in Provincial grants each year
and thatmay be down by 40 per cent.

“Where I’'m surprised is with
the social contract. They’re (the
NDP) not just talking about direct
provincial employees, they’re talk-
ing about ways and means of im-
plementing this at the municipal
level,” King said.

King also added that the Prov-
ince may tell municipalities how
and where to make the cuts, In-
cluding suggestions that all em-
ployees take 12 days off a year,
without pay, and that there be no
salary increases until 1996.

“It could be weeks or months
before we know how the social
contract relates to Halton Hills. It
is impossible to say when this is-
sue will be resolved,” King said.
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BY FRANCES NIBLOCK

The Acton Tanner
Tohelp ease a“phenomenal” work
backlog in the Town planning de-
partment, Councillors have en-
dorsed a plan for local developers
to pay the wage of a senior plan-
ner.

Under the scheme, the planner
hired for the one year, $46,000
contract position would not work
on applications of the developers
who would pay his salary.

The planner would take some
of the workload from the planning
department and allow staffto speed
up processing on applications they
say have been “languishing” be-
cause staff are too overworked to
deal with them.

So far, three developers, includ-
ing Acto-2 Investments Ltd., with
land holdings in Acton have ex-
pressed interest in helping to pay
for the planner.

Although several councillors
questioned whether the Town
might appear to have a conflict
due to private sector funding, the
majority voted in favour of the
proposal.

Acton Counc. Gerald Rennie
called the plan “legitimate, logical
and imaginative” and rejected
Counc. Rob Heaton’s suggestions
that several restrictions be placed
on the person who is hired, includ-
ing barring them from future Town
planning work.

Acton Counc. Norm Elliott
called Heaton’s suggested restric-
tions “bizarre.”

“I don’t think there’s any ques-
tion that we can’t afford to hire a
planner and we desperately need
the assistance of a planner.

“We have development inter-
ests saying that at arms-length,
they will provide funding to geton
with it and expedite the (planning)
process. Ifthere’sever been aneed

to get some of this log jam of

planning dealt with, it’s right now.
It’s a crisis,” Elliott said.
Mayor Russ Miller argued that

Developers pay for plénner
to ease department backlog

without the position, the Town
would not get the expected
$500,000 in developmentrevenue,
and that could mean higher taxes.

“If there was any other way I
wouldn’tsupport this,” Miller said.

“Not only will we be accom-
modating developers, but we will
be accommodating taxpayers by
not raising taxes.”

Council 1s expected to approve
the proposal on Monday.

Seniors’ parking lot a hazard?

Town engineering staff will study
ways to make it easier for motor-
ists to get out of the parking lot at
the seniors building at 17 Eliza-
beth Drive.

Acton’s Community Consulta-
tion Committee raised the issue
after receiving complaints from
people who found it difficult to

pull out of the building onto Eliza-
beth Drive.

In asking Town staff to investi-

L.G. CARPENTRY

gate the issue, Counc. Gerald
Rennie said two suggestions had
been offfered by the committee,
including a stop sign and a flash-
ing amber warning light.

GET RID OF IT!
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For All Your Carpentry Needs Donate the
- neglected treasures
 Custom that you unearth
Homes during spring
i} * Additions clean-up to the

e Renovations Acton Citizens

* Rec.Rooms Band Garage Sale!
e Permits & Blue Prints
Supplied FOR FREE PICK-UP
Acton (519) 853-1333 CALL

Milton (416) 878-2093 - 853-0365 or 877-7148
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50th Anniversary (&
Isabel and Dirk van Goozen and family invite
you to share in the celebration of their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, May 16, 1993
from 1 pm to 4 pm.

The Guelph Curling Club
816 Woolwich Street

—) Guelph, Ontario
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Best wishes only

ROTARY CLUB
OF ACTON

Gala Auction and Dinner

Viewing begins at 6 pm

Friday, May 14, 1993

~ Acton Legion Hall,

15 Wright Avenue
| Dinner begins at 7:30 pm

Auctioneer: Ken Clapperfon
Tickets are $25 per person — Tables are available

ENTERTAINMENT AND FUN FOR ALL!
For tickets contact any Rotarian or call 853-5062



