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Police in Clinton, Iowa hope what
they are learning in Acton will help
rid an area of their city of crime.

Key Clinton officers are visiting
Halton to learn how the community
policing program works and spend-
ing time with the community polic-
ing officer in each division.

This week, two licutenants from
Clinton are in Acton to learn first
hand how the pro-active policing
program works.

Last week Clinton officer Ric
Martinez shadowed Acton Village
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Constable Bill Riddle to see how
the program works.

The program puts officers back
on the beat and promotes police
and citizen crime prevention and
[owa cops hope it will help them
reclaim a violent riverfront neigh-
bourhood overun by drug lords and
thieves.

“The police department and the
Chief of Police realize that crime
prevention is more effective than
reacting after the fact,” Martinez
said in an interview last Tuesday.

“Clinton is setting up its first
community policing program and
nothing like this has ever been done
before. This program in Acton and
Halton are innovative and we can
learn from them,” Martinez said.

When told he would be Clinton’s
lone community policing officer
Martinez said he was disappointed
because he would lose his cruiser.

“Once I found out about the
program | was excited to have been
picked and now look forward to
walking the beat next year. My
biggest worry is getting a pair of
comfortable shoes.”
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Officer Ric Martinez (left) of the Clinton, Iowa police force was one of four U.S. police to
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visited Acton last week to learn about the local community policing program which Clinton police want to
implement. Martinez spent time with Acton’s Village Constable Bill Riddle. (Elizabeth Kessler photo)

Vision needed for downtown

Acton, Quinn advises BIA

BY FRANCES NIBLOCK
Acton merchants must do their
homework and come up with a
vision for development of the down-

- town.

That is the advice from Heritage
Canada’s John Quinn who recently
toured Acton and spoke to a meet-
ing of the Business Improvement
Area (BIA).

“The BIA apparently wants to
tie-in with the 300,000 visitors who
come toshop atthe olde Hide House
and its satellite stores,”” Quinn said
in an interview from his Cambridge
office on Wednesday.

“Before I went to the meeting 1
was told that some BIA members
wanted to re-do the streetscape to
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spruce up the shopping area. I told
them that is one of the last things I
would do.

“The first thing to do is to get the
BIA to agree on some common
ground and set out a vision for the
downtown that will describe the
kind of place they want it to be in
the future,” Quinn said.

“Part of that description will tell
us what the role of the downtown is
in terms of economics and that

would tell us whether thatroleisto

meet the needs of the local people
or attract visitors, or a bit of both.
They need to agree on what they
are trying to do. Most BIAs don’t
do this kind of planning but it 1s the
first step. First you decide what you
want and the second step is to check
it against the reality of things in the
marketplace and do your home-
work.”

Quinnrecommends the BIA also
take careful stock of what Acton
has to work with and then deal with
the list of opportunities and lists
that the factual analysis uncovers.

“If getting the tourists to spend

more in town is the goal, then they
need to cater to the kinds of things
those people want and the over-all,
image they are looking for when
they visit a community. The olde
Hide House features quality, styl-
ish merchandise for people with
higher incomes. If Acton merchants

want to appeal to those buyers they
needto developrestaurants, unique

stores and entertainment-type op-
portunities that will interest and
attract those visitors,” Quinn ex-
plained.

Quinn also recommends that
Acton highlight Fairy Lake. “It 1s
a unique resource that is not well-
known. It is a good tie to the herit-
age of Acton with its original use
for the old tannery. It’s not pack-
aged with anything else and visi-
tors don’t know about it and aren’t
drawn to it.”

Quinn says there will be prob-
lems if that is the direction the BIA
takes. “Some of the businesses in
the downtown now, by adjusting
things a bit, may be more in tune
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The FRIAR’S
FAVOURITES

The Friar loves to cook and although he
won'’t give away any shop favourites,
here’s one of his that’s popular athome!

~ CHRISTMAS SPECIALS |
"New Era" Textured Saxony $15.95 square yard, installed
minimum 25 square yards.
Congoleum from $9.95 square yard.

| *FRIAR’S BUTTER TART SQUARES:®"

(For the sweet tooth in the family)

Unique gifts. |
Cream 1/2 cup butter well, then creaminto
| Oriental Rugs from $89.95 each'. . T oupiflour and 2 thep. wihite sugar
Hardwood Alr Vents, Press smoothly, with floured palms and
. And Much, Much More. fingers, into anungreased 9x 9 panand
| PLENTY OF BulfL?Tt:]Y ::ke at ;?DanrtIS n:::utlesi/z ;
| PARKING Q % | eanwhile, mix together 1-1/2 cup brown
| AVAILABLE FREE SELECTION.I: sugar, 1 cup walnuts, 2 eggs, 3 tbsp. flour,
= Shop at home SERVICE g 1/2tsp. baking powder and 1 tsp. vanilla.
& VALUE When base has cooked for 15 minutes,
| FR E E OPEN remove from oven and spread the second
o i mixture evenly over top. Return to oven
i Estimates mﬁfﬂn 50 and bake 20 minutes until golden brown.
FRIENDLY THURS & FRI|
SERVICE &%ﬂgﬁv And when you have a cravin’ for fish 'n’ chips comeoninto |
the Towne Friar and see why customers say...
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“ THEY’RE THE BEST FISH N’ CHIPS |
WE’VE EVER EATEN ”

14 Mill Street East, Acton 853-1053

Tuesday to Thursday 11am to 7:30, Friday 11 am to 9 pm,
Saturday noon to 7 pm, Sunday & Monday closed
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