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Ralph Bowen enjoys creating
the sounds of jazzy music

BY ERIC BALKIND
Y ou know you’re on the right track
when what vou like to do most
takes you to the far corners of the
earth and also brings you into con-
tact with people you admire and
respect. For Acton’s Ralph Bowen,
that’s the way life 1s working out.
In recent years, Ralph has played
his tenor saxophone at
Harbourfront in Toronto as well as
in the shadow of Mount Fuj1 1n
Japan, he’s performed in jazz fes-
tivals in Europe and he’s done con-
certs in both the United States and
South America. Along the way, 1t
was inevitable that he would also
rub shoulders with some of the
‘great names in jazz.

- Grandfather Gordon Bowen also
played sax and, many years ago, he
had his own band in Toronto; uncle
Allinplays (you’ve already guessed
it — the sax) in our own Acton
Citizen’s Band and Ralph’s broth-
ers (Wayne and Paul) can also
produce some good notes although
they are not in the business of mak-

ing music. In the Bowen family,

music 1s in the genes.

Ralph’s parents still live on the
family farm at Crewson’s Corners,
just west of town, and mother Flor-
ence (that’s Flo to you) says that
even as a boy Ralph demonstrated
the discipline which has taken him
so far. She recalls that “*he loved to
play and he’d spend hours running
up and down scales.” In point of
fact, Ralph studied piano first, until
at the age of 12 he became 1inter-
ested in his brother’s sax. Just four
vears later he was playing with the
professionals. Since tnose early
days Bowen has also become more
than proficient with both the flute
and the clarinet.

While he was busy graduating
from Acton High and GCVI 1n
Guelph, Bowen was also playing
with the Acton Citizen’s Band.
~ Later, he spent time on the Toronto
jazz scene playing with a band
known as Manteca and doing solo
stints.

Jazz enthusiasts will recognize
the names of many of the talented
folk whom Ralph Bowen has met
and played with over the years;
early on, he worked with such men-

tors as Phil Nimmons, Pat
LaBarbara and David Baker. For
three years he played the world
with Horace Silver and he has per-
formed with the likes of Hank Jones,
Eddie Shaw, Art Blakey and Kenny
Drew, Jr.; he also did a European
tour with Michel Camilo’s Latin
Sextet. Bowen has played and re-
corded with both Renee Rosnes
and Benny Carter.

But Bowen has also taken every
opportunity to extend and refine
his skills; for example, classical
player Eugene Rousseau helped
him develop a deeper understand-
ing of his chosen instrument — the
saxophone. As well, he has studied
a variety of ethnic rhythms and
sounds including both African and
Latin; it appears that the world of
musicis Ralph Bowen’s classroom
and he wants to learn it all.

In 1986, Ralph was one of six
young players chosen, by the Blue
Note record company, to form a
group by the name of Out of the
Blue; they have recorded four al-
bums and he has become co-leader
of thegroup. Mostrecently, Bowen
has performed his debut solo al-
bum on Criss-Cross Jazz Records.
Itis entitled “Movin On” and jazz
enthusiasts will be glad to hear that
it should now be available in major
record outlets in Canada.

Bowen’s sense of discipline has
served him well since he has al-
ready earned a Bachelor of Music
degreeinJazz Saxophone and Clas-
sical Flute at famed Rutger’s Uni-
versity in New York; he 1s now on
faculty and he teaches Sax and
Jazz Theory while he works to-
wards adoctorate inclassical flute.
It all sounds like a very demanding
regimen but clearly Ralph Bowen
1s thriving on it.

In 1987, Ralph was married to
Geraldine Anne; together with son
Gordon (aged two and a half) they
live in Piscataway, New Jersey.

Attheripeold age of 30, Acton’s
Ralph Bowen is already a well-
seasoned veteran who seems to have
found his niche inthe world of jazz.
Let’s hope that, one of these days
we can persuade him to bring his
talents (and his family) home so
that we can all enjoy them together.

THE MEETING PLACE

THE ACTON TANNER

\/
LETTERS

Violence against women

The Halton Inter-Disciplinary
Committee on Violence Against
Women is a group of concerned
people who meet regularly to dis-
cuss issues related to prevention of
violence against women.

The comittee consists of mem-

bers of the Halton school boards,
police, social service agencies and
governement.

December 6, 1992 marks the
third anniversary of the murder of
14 women at L’Ecole
Polytechnique in Montreal, the
worst single tragedy ever experi-
enced by women in Canada.

The committee urges the people
of Halton to reflect on the issue of
violence in our society and to make
a personal commitment to taking

action, however small, to make our
neighbourhoods a safer place for
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women.

There will be a vigil to remem-
ber the victims of the Montreal
massacre and all women who have
experienced violence at 7 pm at St.
George’s Square, Trafalgar Road,
Oakuville on Sunday, Dec. 6.

The Halton commuittee also sup-
ports and endorses the work of the
White Ribbon Committee in bring-
ing the issue of violence against
women into the public conscience
and urges all citizens of Halton to
support this campaign by wearing
a white ribbon this week.

INVENTORY CLEARANCE

SALE

Seconds « End of Lines « Special Buys
Gloves « TooOls ¢« Workwear « Socks .,

Large consignment of Leather Products
Safety Products « Much Much More

Just In Time For Xmas

Dec. 4th, 5th 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Dec. 6th 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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DON'T MISS IT!

Bring A Donation For The Food Bank And
Receive $2.00 Off A Minimum $10.00 Purchase
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MINDTRAP
WIZARD
ABALONE

CAPSELLA

Christmas Is Coming

Now’s your chance to visit _/
Guelph’s Largest Toy Store

IPLYWONDERFUL..

FOR
KIDS 4 to 104

PLAYMOBIL
MECCANO

RUBBER STAMPS

STEAM ENGINES
CRYSTAL KITS

Filled with toys, games, puzzles,
crafts, science toys and gizmos of
Christmas past, present and future.

TOUCH, PLAY AND CATCH
THE EXCITEMENT OF THE
HOLIDAY SEASON

GIFT CERTIFICATES
HAMA BEADS

ALL-YOU-CAN-EATBUFFET

TAKEOFF!
TERRACE - THE
STAR TREK GAME

HOLOGRAPHS
DARDA RACING SETS
DEVIL STICKS

EVERY FRIDAY, Only $695

WIND CHIMES
INDOOR
WINDOW GARDENS
KALEIDOSCOPES
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| o Extended
: 1-hour - Shopping Hours
| 6 Mill St. E., Acto | ocated one block north of the Eaton Centre PpINg
at rear 160 Wyndham St. North

853-3528 43 BILLIARDS

824-5682 |

| (Baker St. lot)

GUELPH, Ontario




