WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1992

WORD’S WORTH

With Eric Balkind

Just say “No”’ to the violence

Canadians like to think of themselves as being a law-abiding
lot living in a society where justice prevails and where, in the
end, the mounties always manage to get their man.

Internationally, we portray ourselves as peacekeepers and
Canadian troops are in great demand around the globe to help
keep the peace.

It’s all very reassuring but nowadays, out there on the
streets, things do seem to be changing. Crime statistics are up
in general and violence is increasingly rearing its ugly head —
we’ve got a problem. Even so, there’s an unhealthy tendency,
in some quarters, to shrug it all off by suggesting that |
somehow. “c’est la vie.”

Tt’s good to see however, that not everyone is willing to
accept the status quo. This is National Crime Prevention Week
and the Halton Board of Education, in cooperation with the
Halton Regional Police, are raising public awareness with
their campaign to “Turn Off The Violence.” Many significant
community groups, including both Regional Council and the
Crown Attorney’s Office, have already given their moral
support to this initiative but the real help must come from you
and me — the public.

We are being asked, on Nov. 5 (that’s tomorrow, folks), to
get involved by turning off violent television programs, not
listening to violent music, not going to violent movies, and by
not renting violent videos. For just one day and night we are
being asked to turn off violence in all its various and ugly
forms and to substitute instead activities which have the power
to enhance the quality of our lives. An alphabet of alternatives
has been suggested for our consideration, starting with these
ideas: Attend a meeting; Bicycle; Call a friend; Dance ...

Elsewhere in this edition you can find a list of tactics for
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telephone call and was granted permission, whereupon he called the Los
Angeles International Airport ... to make a bomb threat.

* % %

Two gangsters, James Gallo and Joey Conigliaro, set out to murder an
accomplice they believed to be a stool pigeon. On Nov. 1, 1973, they
jumped him in Brooklyn and took him for a ride. Gallo had a gun to his
head from the right and Conigliaro had him covered from the left. The car
swerved violently and ... the two gangsters shot each other.

* % %
Charles, Prince of Wales, once served as a coast guard volunteer. “1 found

it extraordinarily exciting and rewarding,” he said. “I remember praying
for people to run onto the rocks.”

Does Someone You Know Deserve
A Pat On The Back?

Write a letter to the editor!
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