BY FRANCES NIBLOCK

Ron Birrell has spent his adult life
trying to make the world a better
place for the next generation.
That fact is evident when it
comes to the cornerstones of his
life: his family, Scouts and sports.
“My whole reason for being
involved with kids is that they are
our legacy,” Ron explains. “It’s
not who has the most toys at the
end of the game that wins, it’s
what we do while we’re here, and
if we have children, it’s how well

When the Acton YBA basket-
ball program needed a coach, Ron
was there.

When the Acton food bank
neededto fill it’sshelves, Ron was
there. :

Why? Because Ron feels a pro-
found responsibility to give some-
thing back to the community.

When asked what makes him

tick, why he feels it’s his job to-

help others, Ron says he tries to
live up to a plaque, a gift from his
wife, that hangs in his bedroom.

we give them the tools to take on The plaque reads:
this world —thatis whatisimpor- That Man Is A Success
tant.” Who has lived well

Although Ron, wife Irene and
children Shannon, Jamie and Jeft
have lived in Acton for only three
years, they have embraced this
community. The family moved
here from Regina when Ron took
over as national products man-

laughed often and loved much;

Who has gained the respect
‘of intelligent men

and the love of children;

Who has found his niche

and accomplished his task;

Who leaves the world better

ager for Dover Elevator, a firm than he found i,
he’s worked with for 20 years. whether by an improved poppy,
When the local scout troop a perfect poem

or a rescued soul;

needed a leader, Ron was there.
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Photo by Paul Nolan

The Birrell family enjoys some family time. Top le

Ron Birrell gives kids the skills to succeed

ft: Irene, Ron and daughter Shannon. Front left: Jamie and
Jeff. Missing: Trixie the dog. The family moved from Regina to Acton three years ago.

Who never lacked appreciation
of earth’s beauty

or filed to express it;

Who looked for the best in others
and gave the best he had.

Irene Birrell says she gave the
plaque to Ron because it suits him
so well. Ron modestly says he
only attempts to live up to its ide-
als.

Ron says the chose to move to
Acton despite a real estate agent’s
attempts to steer them away from
the town.

“The agent told usthe townwas
tough with an unsavory crowd
hanging around on the street. We
found a beautiful town with the
schools, facilities and open space
that we want our children to have.

“When Irene and I moved to
Acton we wanted to get our chil-
dren involved in the town and
make the transition to this com-
munity as smooth as possible. We
spent time with all three kids to
determine what kind of events and

activities they wanted to be in-
volved with. The list included
basketball. Whenwe checked into
the Acton YMCA program it was
evidentthey needed coaching help,
so I had the chance to get in-
volved. We coached socceras well
and Irene became heavily involved
with the Sunday School program
at Trinity United Church and with
the schools.

“We wanted a positive intro-
duction to the town and we also
wanted to help where we could,”
Ron explains.

The desire to give something
back to the community is a re-
sponsibility Ron learned through
the Scouting program.

“Scouting is something that I
was involved with for a couple of
yearswhenIwas kid and it was the
first time in my life that any adult
male, other than my father, had
taken any time with me on a vol-
unteer basis to do something con-
structive.

“After going through the pro-
gram I found it was something
very special to me because it gave
me the opportunity to take on chal-
lenges that I typically wouldn’t
have had the chance to do.

“Both our boys were involved

. in scouting out west and when we

moved here we joined the local
troop. The Scout leader was also
leading the Beaver colony so I
offered to help and within about
five minutes I was the new leader.

“Scouting combines fun and
service to your community and
provides that avenue for learning
and experimenting with things in
a group environment. It is also
very physical and thatis an impor-
tant attraction.”

Ron says while the Scouts are
learning to be part of a group, and
to depend on themselves, they are
also learning one of Scouting’s
cornerstones —service to the com-
munity.
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