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Opinion

A special time
of the year

Merry Christmas everybody! Merry, merry
Christmas!

It’s a time of the year when smiles are a little more
genuine, wishes are a little more hearty and our pock-
etbooks open up a little more.

Not to say that commercialism should supersede the
true meaning of Christmas. No one, however, can deny
the wonderful feeling you experience when someone
you really care for opens that perfect present, the one
you knew was perfect the second you saw it, or made
it for that matter.

And so what if you don’t have the money to buy the
most luxurious gifts. Money, although something, is
not everything. Having people who love and respect
you, having a roof over your head and some food in
your belly (usually at Christmas-time, this criteria is
filled quite nicely) is most important ... everything else
is trimmings.

A real Christmas is Thanksgiving with snow. It’s all
too easy to get wrapped up in financial worries and not
recognize the pleasure of speaking to family members
long-distance or seeing those once-a-year relatives
who, although imperfect, are still yours. Maybe uncle
Charlie picks his teeth at the dinner table, but he
always asks about the kids and he picked you up at the

mechanic’s last month when the car was being fixed.

What about the joy you get from reading about
homeless children who have received presents because
of the generosity of others. Be thankful there are still
people out there who care for others’ welfare, and that
you are not one whose welfare needs caring for.
(Although a little caring feels pretty good.) :

Instead of complaining of the few. days off you have
been given for the holidays, think of the volunteers
who are handing out food-baskets on Christmas Day
instead of spending time with their families.

A real Christmas does not belong to any one religion
— it’s a beautiful tradition (it doesn’t matter whose)
which gives us an excuse to not worry, not hurry, and
take the time to smell the holly.

Oksana Buhel

The Christmas Myth

To the Editor:

It is a myth the urban resi-
dent pays for the garbage dis-
posal of rural residents.
Worse, when this myth is
repeated by our mayor, Russ
Miller, the rural resident
needs a new spokesperson.

When urban (town) resi-
dents get services that rural
residents do not get, the rural
taxes are less than the town
taxes.

Our mayor signs the book-
let every year called
“Taxpayer Information”.
Page two of the 1993 booklet
shows the rural tax is
$165.02 per year less than the
town tax on the average
home assessed at $5,700. The
booklet states that 88 per cent
of this is garbage. For the
paltry sum of $145 per year,
$2.79 per week, the town
gets garbage pick-up and dis-
posal. Can anyone believe
that $145 per year pays for
these services and further
subsidizes rural garbage dis-
posal as well? That’s the
myth Region, and our mayor
are trying to put over on rural
residents to justify rural resi-
dents being charged $5 per
visit to the dump.

There are two aspects to a
full garbage system:
Collection and disposal.

Traditionally garbage pick-
up was always a town service
because long rural routes dic-
tated against rural pick-up.
However, both rural and
urban dwellers always had
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ThePeople’s Corner

history. Evergre e-

cially symbolize eternal life
with their “evergreen”
foliage in the dead of winter.

tletoe

and the name is thought to
be derived from Holy tree.

The Druids considered it to

be sacred with the power to
repel evil spirits and protect
a dwelling from lightning,
Later, the berries were
said to be white until the

blood of Christ spilled on

lhem and turned them r

that ivy berries eaten before

imbibing prevented intoxi-

cation (unfortunately not

true). It is now a symbol of

love because of its clinging
growthhabit, . = =

Mistletoe was another
- plant sacred to the Druids,

especially when found on
oak trees. They used it for
religious and medicinal pur-
poses. The traditions of kiss-
ing beneath the mistletoe
has its roots in Nors
mythology. '
An arrow tipped with

garbage disposal at a local W

dump included in their taxes.

The only recourse to rural
dwellers is to question the
urban service charge to town
residences.

The rural reduction in
taxes has to start at $260.
(garbage disposal cost paid
by rural resident that is
included in town resident’s
taxes). Thereafter, you must
add to the rural tax reduction
the town person’s costs of
garbage collection and spe-
cial refuse pick-up, street
lights and crossing guards.

Rural residents must
demand a complete review of
the urban service area charge.
Nothing less than a $600 tax
reduction seems acceptable
to cover the difference in ser-
vices between rural and
urban taxes.

Rural dwellers, start call-
ing your councillor now!
Demand a detailed account-
ing of the urban service
charge.

D.B. Morrow
R.R. #1, Norval

Community
Open House

The Cooperative Program
Planning Committee of
Halton Hills will once again
be hosting a Community
Open House. This year’s
event will be the fifth edition
of this community organiza-
tion showcase.

It will be taking place on
March 25, from 5-9 p.m. and
March 26, from 10 a.m.-5
p.m., at the Georgetown
Marketplace Indoor Mall.

This event will provide an
opportunity to promote the
services of local organiza-
tions, recruit new members
and help commemorate The
International Year of the
Family: 1994,

If you haven’t yet received
your registration form for
this event, and are interested
in participating, please con-
tact Joy Thompson at The
Recreation and Parks
Department at 873-2600, ext.
263.
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 flowers reputedly turned

blue when

clothing on a

wanted to bring a present to
the Christ Child in a rich
cathedral. An angel told her
to pick the weeds by the

_ roadside and as she brought
them up the aisle, the top-

most leaves burst into a bril-
liant red. The poinsettia was
introduced to the'vUS. by a
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Evil in the Book of Genesis.

_ Christmas Eve or
ary spread the  to ensu
_following year. Another is
the ceremonial burning of
the Yuletide log, not com-
monly done anymore as
most of us do not have the
ability to burn a tree trunk in.

: 1ses. In northern

tree of life that supported
the world in Norse mytholo-

_8y. The Chinese have a
Sacred Willow and there is a
 Tree of Paradise in Hindu,
Buddhist and Iranian reli-

good crop for the

our house

 France, the log was called
“Souche de Noel” or “La
Tronche”. In Provence it
was called a “Calignaou” or

“Trefoir”, The log was
pulled in with much ceremo-
ny, wine sprinkled on it and

f ried Prince Albert
_ spread the custom through
England. German immi-
grants had already brought
the tree to the U.S. in the
1700’ and now it is a cher-

omning
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sweets but had no lights.
Candles were normally put

2 on a pyramid beside the tree.
~ Legend has it that Martin

Luther (1483 - 1546) was

e Walking home through the
- Woods one winter evening.
_ The stars were so beautiful
that he put candles in an

gdrasil” was the €vergreen tree to show his

children what the first

 Christmas night sky may
haye looked like. From then

on, the custom of putting up
Christmas trees spread slow-
ly throngh northern Europe.

It became widely popular
_ after Queen Vjptoria mar-

d

ished part of the holiday
season for everyone.
Our Christmas traditions

 have their origins in many

different cultures, some are

- ancient and others new. Yet

they blend harmoniously to
create a rich background for
a wonderful season. May
your Christmas be joyous
and safe, and Happy
Growing in 1994! .

ristmas celebration

Katie Banks and Sarah Berry helped get the audience into the

Christmas spirit at Acton’s M.Z. Bennett public school Christmas pageant.
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