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Voyageur
Company, Canada’s largest
provider of travel insurance,
this week announced the
launch of a new emergency
medical insurance plan
called “TravelCare” for
snowbirds and other longer-
term travelers.

The plan will provide
unlimited medical benefits
for travel of up to 183 days
in an arrangement that seeks
to hold down costs without
sacrificing health care stan-
dards. It will be available
through more than 4,000
travel agencies across
Canada and started Oct. 15,

“With some emergency
medical insurance premiums
rising by more than 375 per
cent over the last three years,
the need existed for a plan
that combined unlimited
benefits with lower premi-
ums,” said John McKenna,
chief operating officer of
Voyageur. “TravelCare is
€asy to understand and offers
top value by providing cov-
crage that is free of
deductibles, medical ques-
tionnaires and more restric-
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able cost,” he added.

To contain costs without
compromising health care
standards, TravelCare draws
on the services of Medirect,
a newly formed network of
some 85,000 accredited hos-
pitals and doctors around the
world, with particular con-
centration in Florida,
Arizona and California.
Travelers requiring emer-
gency medical care can call
TravelCare’s 1-800 number
staffed by medical and insur-
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Medical insurance plan
introduced by Voyageur

ance specialists who refer
them to the closest Medirect
facility.

For travelers receiving
care through the Medirect
network, the plan pays 100
per cent of all eligible med-
ical costs directly to the
medical provider. This way,
travelers avoid having to pay
up front costs or worrying
abut subsequent billings. If a
traveler chooses to receive
care outside of the Medirect
network, TravelCare will
then reimburse them 70 per
cent of the eligible medical
costs.

Walter Schutte, chief oper-
ating  officer, Assured
Assistance, a sister company
of Voyageur, said: “Because
of the expected volume of
business, and our unique,
direct-payment process,
members of the Medirect
network have guaranteed ug
quality care for our policy-
holders and favorable pric-
ing. Depending on age and
length of stay, a traveler can
achieve savings of up to 40
per cent by using
TravelCare.”

Canadians account for
more than $200 million a
year in medical expenditures
in Florida alone:
Recognizing this, Voyageur
drew on the expertise of top
Canadian and U.S. actuarial
firms to assist in the devel-
opment and pricing of

TravelCare for the same
cost,” he added.

Voyageur is a member of
the Royal Bank group of
companies and has been sell-
ing insurance to Canadians
through travel agents for
more-than 25 years. For fur-
ther information, contact
Roos Travel at 873-2000.
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