By Grace C. Lockwood
In the light of all the heat-
ed protests surrounding any
- proposed dump site, we must
realize that we, as a commu-
nity, and as individuals, cre-
ate the need for dumps.
Therefore, we should be
doing all we can to reduce
the pressure on existing
dumps through the three R’s:
reduce, reuse and recycle.

All three can be applied to
kitchen and yard waste. The
major way to reduce organic
waste is through composting.
Almost any organic matter
can be composted, included
hair and natural textiles such
as wool and cotton rags.
Larger and coarser materials
such as branches, large
stems, bark, leaves, etc.
should be chopped up first
into small pieces in order to
compost faster. Cooked meat,
chicken and fish scraps can
also be ‘added but should be
buried in the middle of the
pile to avoid attracting unde-
sirables. Large bones should
be left out as they take forev-
er to decompose. Bonemeal
should be added and mixed
in occasionally.

For very small gardens, a
simple form of composting
can be done by burying veg-
etable scraps and coffee
grounds directly into the gar-
den soil. This takes next to
no time and decomposes very
rapidly to add nutrients to the
soil. For larger gardens, a
two-bin composter with each
bin being 4 by 4 feet will
yield a nutrient rich compost
for the flower and vegetable
gardens at very little cost.
The bin front should be
removable for easy access.

One bin can be filled then
turned over regularly and left
to decompose while the other
is being filled. The compost
pile can be layered with alter-
nating layers of kitchen
waste, grass clippings,
leaves, etc. and dirt, but this
isn’t absolutely necessary.
Add some bloodmeal or
other source of nitrogen to
keep the carbon/nitrogen
ration stable. If carbon rich
materials like sawdust and
woodchips are added, the
bacteria will quickly use up
the nitrogen available and

Garden Graces

can no longer break down the
material.

The pile must also be
turned over regularly to
introduce oxygen into the
pile and fresh material should
be buried.

To start the composting
action in the spring, compost
accelerators can be pur-
chased. They provide a boost
for bacteria to begin the
biodegradation process. As a
general rule, do not add dis-

Halton Hills This Week, Saturday, September 11, 1993 — Page 17

Reducing kitchen and yard waste is important to us all

eased material to the compost
pile. Chances are the disease
or pests will be destroyed but
you don’t want to risk
spreading it.

If you cannot or choose not
to compost, many communi-
ties have special pickup ser-
vices collect leaves and brush
for town composting in the
spring and fall. Find out the
times and bag the material in
clear plastic bags. The fin-
ished product is used for
parks or i$ available to gar-
deners for pick up.

Another way to reduce and

reuse is to get together with a
few neighbors and rent a
wood chipper once or twice a
year. The chipper reduces
branches and brush into loads
of mulch to put on the gar-
den. Also, wash and keep
plastic plant pots, cardboard
milk cartons, egg cartons,
coffee cans, juice cans, shoe
boxes, etc., for starting plants
and seeds instead of buying
plastic seed flats which are
subsequently thrown out. The
containers are reusable and
deeper than seed flats for bet-
ter root growth.

For hard to transplant
plants, use peat pellets. If
there is a handy person
around, you can build custom
wooden seed flats to fit your
growing space. They should
be 3” deep for good root
development.

With a little care, you can
extend concern for the envi-
ronment to all aspects of gar-
dening. Gardening is said to
be good for the soul; it
should also be good for the
earth.
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55 Ontario St. South, Milton.
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Brick Laying Carpentry Electrical Contractor

BOB REYNOLDS & SON
MASONRY LTD.

All Block & Brick Work
New and Repairs
including Chimneys

Established In This Area
Over 35 Years

877-9595

CARPENTRY &

GENERAL CONTRACTING

+ALL TYPES OF FRAMING
* RENOVATIONS * ADDITIONS
+*ROOFING
+ DECKS * FENCING
*ALL GENERAL CONTRACTING

Ang Civiero  Mike Civiero
(416) 873-9838 (519) 853-0338

Halton Hills Resident - 49 Yrs.

Peter Norton
For Superior Customer Service
877-7848

1655 Dundas St. East
Mississauga, Ontario L4X 1L5
Bus.: (416) 624-0844
Fax: (416) 6249154

Alexaman

THE

GRAVEL

DOCTOR"

An economical, one
stop answer to your
gravel driveway and
parking lot problems.

416-634-4303

G@MW

dinners weddmgs
hot & cold buffet
receptions
appetizers

Lucie Rens
R.R.1 Limehouse, Halton Hills
Ontaro LOP 1HO
(519) 853-3667 /
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877-2320

DUCT CLEANING OUR SPECIALITY

BRUCE SPARLING
ELECTRIC
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. Instalaion & Manienance
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Be P & Custom Home Service
l AR #1, Norval LOP 1K
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873-6977
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Home Improvement

Caring And Enwonmentaly
Rosponsible And Nurtumng

100% natural cleaning and
personal care products

* Complete Ingredient
Listings for Each Product

CALL FOR A FREE CATALOGUE
Janice Sukhiani 877-9515

%l

RENOVATION
+* General Repairs &
Maintenance

+* Interior Renovations
Bathrooms, Basements etc.

« Electrical Repairs &
Installations

CALL 873-9956

D D

TODD SIMPSON

Insurance Services
RR. #5, Caledon East
Ontario LON 1EO
Toll-Free
1-800-
268-4393

CE YOUR CHIMNEY LATELY"
Chimney & Masonry Repairs
. Chvmney Rebuilt & Pointed
+ General Masonry Work
+ Concrete Work
» FREE Estimates
*No Job Too Small*

(416) 873-2266

Jim Stroud

\_  RECESSIONRATES _J

> ROOFING LTD
¢ Residential
* Commercial * Industrial

The Wainwright family have
been servicing the community
for over 30 yrs.

877-1314

URCOTTE

OOFING

SPECIALIZING IN
e ASPHALT SHINGLES
* ROOF REPAIRS '
e CEDAR SHINGLES

877-5432

GEORGETOWN

Rent-All
e Tools

* Equipment
334 Guelph St.
877-0157
Rentals - Sales

Service
Sentae

REPAIRS TO ALL MODELS OF
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Also Microwaves, Stereos
and Converters
Free Estimates on Carry-In TV Repairs

873-1820
J.J. Electronics

360 Guelph St., Unit 37, Georgetown
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water softeners

Janis or Roland Holley
water consultants

Bus. (416) 874-3044

for (519) area

HAT A VIEW
INDOW CLEANERS

RESIDENTIAL SPECIALISTS
+ Windows cleaned inside and out
+ Eavestroughs cleaned/washed &
shined
SCREEN REPAIRS

FOR FR%EAEETIMATE
(41 6) 457-5593 (COLLECT)

35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

1-800-463-3622
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