The great walleye hunt

By Mike Leuenberger

Conditions looked promising,
.with overcast skies and the water
level up. So where were the wall-
eye? They were there, alright, as
we soon found out.

The fish fought well, digging for
the bottom and the sancturary of
the early season’s weed growth.

Deseronto walleye, even post-
season walleye, fight well in the
cool spring water temperature.
Anyone who believes walleye
don’t fight hasn’t fished at
Deseronto on the Bay of Quinte.

It was just first light, we set out
across the bay from our campsite to
the point of a large island. Our boat
was fitted with a depth-finder,
which can be a handy tool in itself.

We quickly located a drop-off
*and followed it to a depth of 24
feet, straight into the wind, cut the
motor ‘and let the wind drift the
boat over the hot spots.

We drifted back to four feet of
water, started the engine and trolled
back up against the wind back to
the 24-feet depth and started again.

In a short time we had 10 wall-
eye boated. In just a day-and-a-
half, we caught over 50 walleye
using this method.

We hooked fish trolling with
spinners, but drifting worked far
better. Structure, particularly the
edges of structure, plays a very
important roll in fish location of all
species.

Structure is a kind of beacon and
it offers a form of security to the
fish; in some cases it can act as an
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ambush point to allow predators to
lie in wait for prey without burning
up a lot of energy.

Some of the techniques we have
used when fishing include the
heavy jigs which penetrate the
weeds and get to the bottom where
the fish are holding. After the cast,
wait until the jig makes contact
with the bottom before you start the
retrieve.

A light rod and line won’t get the
job done when you’re trying to
extract the fish from heavy cover.
At times like this you will need a
medium to heavy action gear, 6’ to
7 rods filled with 10-pound test
line. I prefer a 5°-2” spinning rod
and four-pound line with light jig-
heads for most cases.

Fishing for turned-off fish, the
bait has to be directly on its nose
before it will pick up the jig. My
choice in this situation is the light-
est jig I can use and still retain con-
tact with the bottom. Lighter rigs
fall slowly and stay in the strike
zone longer. Most strikes come on
the drop, so line-watching is essen-
tial. The slightest movement or
sideways twitch is the signal to set
the hook.

Also, you should vary your
retrieve slow to fast to find out
what will trigger a strike.

Good luck and happy fishing.

If you have any questions about
walleye fishing or just fishing in
general, feel free to call Mike at
873-8144.
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Our intrepid columnist, Mike Leuenberger, landed this beauty, a 25-

pound walleye, on his excursion to the Bay of Quinte.
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“QWe W take good care of you!”
Buying or Selling?

Don't hesitate — act now,

MARILYN WORRALL m CA LL us-m

*Sales Rep.
GREAT FAMILY LOCATIONS!!
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“TURN BACK THE CLOCK"

A great setting for your antiques with
original trim wainscotting, 1 1/2 car
garage is heated -- great for a work-
shop. All this for $149,900. Call
Cathy* for directions and more
details. 93-2-314

"KIDS"

... Will love this spot with a super fenced &
hedged lot backing onto park, one short
block to public school, and their own play
room. *And for mom"-- a laundry next to all
bedrooms. Call Marilyn* for details.93-2-364

“PINE" - INSIDE AND OUT
Completely renovated 3 or 4 bedroom
home in country setting. LOTS of pine to
enhance the interior and mature pine trees
on the 1/3 acre fenced lot. Cozy living, for
only $169,000. Call Marilyn* for more
details. 93-2-201

"TAKE A LONG LOOK"

Note the conveniences, walk to library, park,
shopping, schools, and hospital. Large principal
rooms, custom built large eat-in kitchen, many
more features. To view, call and ask for Cathy*
93-2-317

ARTHUR F.

JOHNSON & 877-5165 874-3040
ASSOCIATES 247 guelph Street, Georgetown

LTD., REALTOR

GLORIA FOREMAN
Sales Representative

877-5165

COME & COMPARE...

¥ Tor. 874-3040
GEORG$E107W9N, ?gg)noom Res. 873-6131
: : g Erin 833-9714
Bright & cheery European kitchen, large living room, ARTHUR F.
new rec. room, roof re-shingled in '92. Walk to JOHNSON &
schools & indoor plaza. MUST BE SOLD! 93-2-103 ASSOCIATES
LTD., REALTOR

EXCITING
NEW
UPGRADES

Georgetown location-1/2
cre wooded lot. Stunning
,400 sq. ft. bungalow with
unken living room, raised
ining room, main floor fam-
_ily room and fireplace.
Asking $275,000. 92-2-259

PRIVACY ON
YOUR OWN
5 ACRES

B Quiet elegance prevails in
this 2300 sq. ft. open con-
cept home. Cathedral ceil- ’
ings, skylights, greenhouse
kit., indoor garden, gazebo,
2 1/2 car garage. Gloria

Foreman*. 92-2-528
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