by Grace C. Lockwood
Special

Now is the traditional time to
plant roses. They should be planted
while they are still dormant and the
weather is not too hot to dry out
the canes.

If you receive bare root roses
from the nursery or mail order,
soak the roots for a couple of hours
in a pail of warm water. Prepare a
hole larger than the root section;
mix some compost or fertilizer in
the bottom of the hole, making sure
the fertilizer will not come into
direct contact with the roots and
pour in some water.

Plant so that the grafted union is
approximately 1-2” below ground
surface. Fill the hole halfway,
packing the earth well around the
roots and add some more water,
allow to settle. Fill the hole and
tamp the ground so that there is a
shallow well around the plant and
water will drain towards the plant.
Plant roses in well-drained soil as
they do not like wet feet. If hot, dry
weather is expected (hah!), mulch
the canes for the first few days to
prevent the buds from drying out
and withering.

When planting container roses,
make sure the soil in the root ball
has not compacted to such a degree
that the roots cannot break through
the ball. If this is the case, the plant
may live for a couple of seasons,
then die unexpectedly. When you
dig the plant up, you will see that
no new roots would have formed
and the plant had gradually
starved.

Before you buy any container
plant, check the soil in the contain-
er to make sure it is loose and not a
heavy clay. Take the plant out of
the container and loosen the soil
around the roots. Cut off any dam-
aged roots and plant as above.
Container grown roses do not have
to be pruned or mulched however.

Pruning roses has often been a
controversial issue between grow-
ers who like to prune severely and
those who do not. In our area, win-
ter usually takes care of most of
the pruning needs by killing off
everything above the snowline or
the mulch. Roses should be pruned
now, before they leaf out.

First prune away all winter-
killed branches and canes back to
healthy wood. Then stand back and

Calling all
gardeners

Learn the wonders of herbs
through attending two evening
workshops! You will learn all
about growing, harvesting and dry-
ing herbs as well as the many uses.
Classes are held at Sacre Couer
School on Maple Avenue in
Georgetown.

Health, 7-9:30 p.m. $15.50
Tuesday, May 25 — Herbs in the

Landscape 7-9:30 p.m. $15.50
Register now through

further information.

What's black
and white, and
read all over?

75 [HSWEER
873-2254

Tuesday, May 18 — Herbs for

the
Recreation and Parks Department -
space is limited! Call Joanne
Russell at 873-2600, ext. 267 for

take a look at the bush and consid-
er the shape you would like. Cut
out any weak stems and diseased
sections showing up as black spots,
blisters, cankers on branches and
split wood. Cut out any branches
growing through the centre of the
plant, stick out beyond the overall
shape of the plant and any that rub
against each other. If possible cut
back to just above an outward fac-
ing eye so the centre of the bush
remains clear. This allows air to
circulate through the bush and
helps prevent fungal diseases from

ONLY YOUR STORE HAS ALL
NEEDS AT THE LOWEST PRICES...

Now is the time for planting

taking hold.

Hybrid teas can be pruned back
to one third of the branch length. If
they are more severely pruned,
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and prun

they will produce fewer but larger
flowers. Foribundas and shrub
roses can be pruned less severely,
cutting back one third of the
branch length. Shrub roses can be
pruned just for shape as well. Old-
fashioned roses should not be
pruned at all except to remove
dead or weak wood since they
flower on old wood only. Climbing
roses have different requirements,
which I will discuss in another arti-
cle:

Established roses can be fertil-
ized and sprayed now as well. If

YOUR

ing roses

they haven’t budded out yet, you
can apply a combination dormant
oil and sulphur spray according to
directions. If they have leafed out,
use the dormant oil at the lower
concentration. Complete directions
are on the box. A 10% bleach solu-
tion or an anti-transpirant like
Safer’s “Forevergreen” also make
good fungicide sprays.

For further information on
aspects raised in this column or
just for general gardening tips,
call Grace C. Lockwood at 873-
7019.

GARDEN

GUARANTEED!

YOUR
CHOICE

BEDDING
PLANTS

4 cu. ft.

SPHAGNUM

PEAT
MOSS

5 PIECE

97

PATIO SET

ORGANIC BASED
LAWN FERTILIZER

21.6-7 - REG. 8.99 - 4°7

Premium

reg. 24.99

RHODODENDRON

SHRUB - 177

SAUCER MAGNOLIA

TREE - 24*

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

MAY 12 - 16TH

OCALLY ADVERTISED RETAIL STORE PRICE, PLUS YOU GET

AY GEORGETOWN MARKET PLACE

HOURS: MON - FRI- 10 AM - 9 PM
SAT-9AM-9PM SUN-12AM-5 PM

Reg 139.99 97 reg. 34.99
28.6-6 - REG. 9.99 - D
40" Round Table e b Qe BLACK LAWN EDGING
4 - 5 Position High Back Chairs 3.8-12 - REG. 7.99 - 447 reg. 6.99 20 ft. 397
Reg 1.99

24 Lirre Bac — GARDEN SOIL
Your Store
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Because The Lowest
.« « Priceis The Law... EVERYD
VALUABLECLUBZ POINTS!

SALE - 147

..l
=%

AY!




