Carefully inspe

By Buzz Currie

The last article looked at the
roofing and other details of that
area. This article will be looking at
the walls, foundation, doors and
windows, garage, porches, grading,
landscaping and other remaining

exterior features.

WALLS: When first approach-
ing the house, you should take a

close look at the building in total.

garage is separate from the house.
An attached garage must be gas-
proofed (sealed joints on the cover-
ing of the common house wall).
The entry into the house will
require a self-closing door. The
door should be an external type unit
and should be properly weather
sealed.

EXTERIOR: Common to all
garages will be the overall condi-
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should slope away from the house
where possible to reduce water flow
towards the foundation. Again, the
surface should be safe to walk on.
GRADING: The most common
cause of damp or wet basements is
poor grading around the foundation,
along with rain trough downspouts
that direct water right down the
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with overgrown shrubs may be
reduced security. Bushes covering
basement windows provide great
protection for burglars.

The remainder of exterior fea-
tures that should be commented on
would include the state of fences,
the condition of retaining walls, and
outbuildings such as pool sheds and
tool sheds. Although these may
have no direct effect on the home,

ct the exterior of a home

home, you will usually find faults.
Even new homes develop problems
very early in their life. The main
idea is to detect major problems
that could be quite expensive to
repair and take note of minor prob-
lems that can be fixed before they
become major ones. ~
Buzz is an Associate Member
of the Ontario Association of
Home Inspectors and operates

House and Home Inspection
Limited. Call 877-9475 if you
have any questions or sugges-
tions for future articles.

tion of the structure. The slope and
condition of the floor should be
observed. The main door opening
mechanism should be checked for
function and electric door openers
must be safety checked to reduce
the risk of serious harm to children
and pets.

PORCHES AND DECKS:
Porches and decks have to serve the
function that they were designed for
and be safe to use. They must be
securely built and securely attached
to the house. Safety railings should
be installed where required.

WALKS AND DRIVEWAY:
Walks should be functional and safe
to use. Any loose or protruding
stepping stones or blocks should be
repaired to reduce the risk of some-

they do reflect on future mainte-
nance work and costs, and should
be looked at.

When you look closely at any
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You should note the general shape
of it and whether the walls are
crooked or bowed out of line. Older
homes will have minor sags but
larger shifts in the wall structure
should be noticeable. Take a look at
the brick work and check for cracks
caused by settlement or water pene-
tration and the condition of the
pointing (the mortar between the
bricks). Check for weep holes about
every third or fourth brick on the
bottom row and above wide win-
dows and doors on newer homes.
Should the house be covered with
metal or vinyl siding, you would
look at the general condition of the
siding material. Any loose siding
presents a problem of possible wind
damage. The finish may require

foundation wall. The rain trough
issue was covered in the previous
article. Here, we will just look at
grading. The soil should slope away
from the foundation about one inch
per foot out to a distance of five or
six feet. There should be a swale or
shallow ditch along the lot line to
direct water from either property
from running over the adjoining
lawn.

LANDSCAPING: Trees near the
house should be trimmed back so
that limbs don’t scrape or damage
the roofing or siding. Shrubs should
be trimmed away from the walls for
the same reason. A second problem
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repainting is required.
FOUNDATION: When looking
at the exterior of the foundation,
you will be checking for cracks and
signs of displacement. You will
also check the pointing on stone or
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water build-up that could damage or
overrun the basement window sills.
DOORS/WINDOWS: The gen-
eral condition of the doors and win-
dows in the home will be noticed
first. Are the sashes and trim paint-
ed? Is the paint in good condition or
does it require scraping and repaint-
ing? What about wood rot, cracked
or missing glass? You should check
for the presence and condition of
storm windows, doors and screens.
Check the caulking around the win-
dows and doors. Does the door step
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Dentures are by far the most abused
prosthetic aid. They are forever being mixed
up with old sets, worn il matched, broken
and then stuck together incorrectly, wom in
two or three pieces, flushed down toilets, lost
at sea, and even eaten by dogs!

The emergence of the Denture Therapist
has meant a closer and more individual con-
cept of patient/professional relationship. With
this individual attention, fewer dentures will
end up in the bottom of the drawer.

For many years, Denture Therapists have
been licensed to serve you DIRECTLY. We
are the only profession that spends 100% of
our day specializing in the fabrication of den-
tures. We make new dentures, clean, reline
and repair old dentures, as well as counsel
denture patients about various denture prob-
lems. We make everything from start to finish
in our own lab that is located right on the
premises. There is no *middle man" that can
boost costs. We work directly with the
patient, and every stage of denture construc-
tion is explained. Special attention is given to
the type of teeth used, as well as the specific
color and shape that's right for you. Every
detail is discussed between the patient and
Denture Therapist. The result is a custom
cosmetic denture,. that both patient and
Denture Therapist are proud of.

If you have any questions regarding den-
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STYLE AND COMFORT
This Canadian made sofa & loveseat combines a
classic look with an exceptional value!

Durable construction coupled with modern styling
ensures that this set will please one and all. Your

opportunity to save BIG!
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899
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Cotton professionally cleaned
Diapers, picked up and
delivered twice per week!
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