Pointers on buying your first computer
One Byte

By Andy King

When you think you are ready
for your first personal computer
there are a couple of things you
" should consider before you start
looking.

First on everyone’s list is proba-
bly “How much will it cost?”

For as little as a couple of hun-
dred dollars you can pick up a com-
puter being discarded by a user
who has “powered up”, or a rela-
tively simple new system that
would probably utilize your televi-
sion as its monitor. Then, you can
be “up and running”.

Next, you will need some soft-
ware that should be suited to your
needs. Don’t be led into thinking
the best word processing for you is
the same package your lawyer or
accountant is using when all you
want to do is. write letters. While
professionals and some individuals
use very powerful and expensive
software packages, even they rarely
utilize all the features available in
such packages. (Besides, you prob-
ably don’t want to have to take a
college course just to learn how to
type a letter).

You may have seen a recent tele-
vision commercial that depicts a
pair of office workers who have
obviously spent several days of
their unhappy employer’s time set-
ting up a new computer system.
The advertiser then makes a state-
ment inferring that their system is
much easier to handle.

There are some points in this rep-
resentation that deserve a closer
look. The confusion the workers
are experiencing setting up the new
system may be realistic, but the
system the workers are trying to set
up is probably not generally suited
for a beginner’s use.

Some computer dealers will take
the time to fully set your system up
before you take it away. The adver-
tiser’s system is usually easier to
use and more expensive. Whether
or not the system being advertised
is the most “user friendly” is debat-

at a time

able.

Many computers will start them-
selves (“boot up™) with the “flick of
a switch” but there is considerable
reading and experimenting required
to operate most systems produc-
tively.

If you are a beginner, choose
beginner software. You can move
up to more advanced packages after
you are comfortable with your sys-
tem and you will always have the
simple package to fall back on
while you are wrestling with the
high powered software. I know of
small businesses that have operated
for years on simple-to-use beginner
type software purchased for about
$50. While the packages are not
“all powerful”, these businesses
don’t even need all of the features
provided. Beginner software pack-
ages usually have simple manuals
and allow you to get to work right
away.

Many users will want to print
what they create. In this hardware
category there are options to fit
almost any budget. NOTE: this is
where you get what you are willing
to pay for with respect to print
quality, operational noise, speed,
and cost of supplies.
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West to 6th line, North to sign.

3-5P.M.
3,400 sq. ft. of quality, 1 1/2 acres, close to 401
and GO Train. $362,900.
Directions: Trafalgar Rd. to Reg. Rd. 43 (22 Sideroad),

Nairn*
92-2-545

You will need to do some for-
ward planning. Try to determine
what you think you will want your
computer to do for you now and
later. This will determine how
much present and future power
your computer must be capable of
providing.

Dream a little. Today the person-
al computer can act as your person-
al diary or it can take you into your
own business in professional sign
making, art, publishing, photo
retouching - and processing,
accounting, or even broadcast
video.

If you happened to see the recent
broadcast of Babylon 5 on televi-
sion (the plot was the usual futuris-
tic space crisis but the effects were
very interesting) you may have
thought that the space objects and
scenes were photographs of models
and backgrounds. Not so. All of the
effects i.e., creatures turning into
other shapes, various spacecrafts,
etc. were created by computer.
Some of the images were created
right here in Georgetown by Trevor
Morecroft at his Visual Vision
video production studio.

If there is a subject you would
like me to cover or a question you
would like answered, please feel
free to call me at 873-1056.

Golden Age Bowlers

Team Standing

Go Getters 118
Happy Gang 109
Jet Set 106
Good Guys 104
Blue Jays 102
Acey Deuceys 95
No Name 94
Braves 88
The Cubs 87
Orioles 83
Snowbirds 81
Harvey’s Girls 78
Feisty Five 64
Hopefuls 56

LET'S MAKE A DEAL
§ Quality appointments throughout this impeccable home - main
floor familyroom & fireplace - 1 1/2 baths - quality broadioom,
ol gOrgeous hardwoods - w/o from fabulous kit. to deck & totally
. private treed & hedged yard - only $209,900. Call Sandra Ji§

Updated, immaculate bungalow with fireplace, country
kitchen, quality ceramics, new bathroom, bright rec room with
woodstove, 4th bedroom and office. Call Sandra Nairn®.

—Hurry!

ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

Features include living & family room fireplaces —
i main floor office, gourmet kitchen, jacuzzi tub in mas-
ter suite — one of Georgetown's finest and priced to
i sell. Call Sandra Nairn*.

92-2-511
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OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, April 18th 2:00- 4:30 p.m.
205 Christie St., Rockwood

Directions:
Take Main Street North,
Rockwood to Christie Street.
RM265-92
Your Hostess: Donna Rae*

877-5211
REAMBX” suburban (91) Inc.

DONNA RAE
Sales Rep.

HEATHER
(WHITING)
SCOTLAND

Associate Broker**
Bus. 853-2086
Blue Springs Realty (Halton) Corp. Tor. 874-3053

EXCUTIVE FARMER - 68 ACRES $479,900

This nearly new brick home features bright,

spacious rooms, parquet and ceramic floor-
it ing and neutral decor. Good outbuildings,
fenced pastures and a pond, all just min-
utes from town. Call HEATHER (WHITING)
SCOTLAND* 853-2086

RMAC93-04

A gorgeous Parklike 1.6 acre lot is the setting for
this 3 bedroom, 2 bath bungalow which features
beamed cathedral ceilings, 2 skylights, 2 decks,
# woodstove and new windows. There is a detached
WA oversized double garage with finished office and

small barn/workshop with loft. Hurry for this one.
Call HEATHER (WHITING) SCOTLAND, (519)
853-2086 for more details. RMAC93-22

Surrounded by trees and privacy, this 4
bedroom home features a beamed country
size kitchen with pine floors and stained
glass; 2 fireplaces, sunken jacuzzi and fin-
ished basement with a 5th bedroom, den, 4
pc. bath and Tudor Pub' rec room. Hurry on
this one. Call HEATHER (WHITING)
» SCOTLAND* RMAC93-12

FAMILY HOME - INDOOR POOL $199,900

B ; This Tudor styled 4 bedroom home

; eatures a spacious main floor family

room addition plus an indoor pool,

. sauna and exercise room and mature
treed ravine setting. A must to view.
Call HEATHER (WHITING) SCOT-
: ~ LAND** 853-2086 RMAC93-08

I VICTORIAN COUNTRY ESTATE S$299,900

Nostalgia and warmth radiate from every
nook and cranny of this wonderful country
estate home. Some of the superb renova-
tions include pine paneled wainscotting,
beamed ceilings, french doors, original
woodwork and brick fireplace. Come back
to yesteryear. Call HEATHER (WHITING)
SCOTLAND** 853-2086 RMAC93-07

VACANT LAND

10 acres, treed, escarpment (Halton) $109,900
12 acres, rolling (West Garafraxa) $109,900
22 acres, qualifies for severance (Erin) $129,000
97 acres, recreational on highway (Halton) $389,900

kPIease call Heather (Whiting) Scotland** (519) 853-2086 J




