James William Emmerson - noted Georgetown writer

By Tom Ramautarsingh

Jim Emmerson died of a heart
attack Jan. 12, 1993 at the Peel
Memorial Hospital in Brampton.
Jim was born in Cuba, Alabama,
U.S.A... in 1922, His parents (John
George and Isabella nee Wilson),
emigrated from Craghead, England
to the U.S.A.. The family consisted
of four brothers and three sisters,
moved to Top Street, now called
George Street, in Georgetown.

Jim was the sixth child in the
family. His father was a Methodist
minister. He attended Chapel Street
Public School and then went on to
Georgetown High School from
1936-1940. In the GDHS

. Centennial Book (1987) Jim had

great praise for his teachers, Miss
Luke, Miss Penson, Miss Inman,
Miss Beales, Miss Fatt, Mr.
Heldipgan and Mr. Lambert
(Principal).

His urge for writing began in
high school. A few of his articles
were published in the now defunct
Georgetown Herald. Gordon
Alcott, who started the Trail
Rangers (Boys Club) influenced
Jim and all those who participated
in the activities. Gordon urged Jim
to try his hand at writing. In his
article in reproduced in the
Centennial Year Book Jim vividly
explained the pitfalls of high school
acting. His acting days came to an
end when he, Jim Kelly and Betty
Speight represented Georgetown
High School at the Ontario drama
festival at Runnymede Collegiate in
Toronto in 1940.

Jim joined the Royal Canadian
Air Force in 1942. He flew the
Lancaster Bomber missions for the
Hamilton Tiger Squadron. In anoth-
er article Jim recalled the outstand-
ing performance of Pilot Officer
Andrew Mynarski who won a
Victoria Cross.

After the war he attended
Ryerson Polytechnic Institute
studying journalism. He worked for
the Toronto Telegram for 25 years
and then joined the Toronto Star
where he stayed until his retire-
ment.

Jim won three awards for avia-
tion writing. He spent eight weeks
covering the Marxist revolution in
British Guiana (now Guyana). He
wrote a chapter in the book The
Lancaster at War and another chap-
ter in Balloons and Ballots. He has
written a book on his experiences
but this has not been published as
of this date.

He volunteered to write an article
on high school and wartime days.
He also wrote a lengthy article in
the Toronto Star about Georgetown
District High School Centennial
celebrations. It was the best public-
ity we ever got because former stu-

James Emmerson
dents and teachers from all across
Canada responded to his article.

On December 11, 1991, Jim’s
brother Wheldon (Steamer) held a
luncheon in honor of Jim, which
many of his former classmates,
their spouses and friends attended
and fondly recalled old times. Jim
was ecstatic to hear all the com-
ments, especially from his dear
teacher, Miss Gertrude Fatt, whom
he referred to in the Star’s article as

the “sex symbol” of the day.

Jim was a reliable and very
understanding person. When he
took on an assignment he saw to it
that it was completed and on time.
He was a modest, gentle person
who sought the truth. He had a pen-
chant for expressing the acquired
information in the most objective
manner. He knew whatever he
wrote had consequences, so he took
great pains to see that his writings
were truthful, just and balanced. He
set a high standard of reporting and
all journalists could emulate his
mastery of setting thoughts on
paper.

Jim, in his own way, climbed the
top of the mountain, fought the
good fight so others may benefit ,
gave hope and encouragement to
others and left a model as a rewrite
expert. He had a great sense of
humor and a way with words which
sparkled his writings.

James Williams Emmerson lived
well, laughed often, served
mankind, gained respect, filled his
niche, accomplished his task,
expressed the beauty of the world
around him, never failed to stand
up for that which was right, looked
for the best in others and lastly,
gave of his best. I can still hear his
voice over the phone. He will be
sorely missed.

Fabric
Care

TIPS

February mornings can
make you long for suntan
oil...and swimming, and jump-
ing on the next plane heading
south. They also make you

think about your blankets —
does it seem they aren't keep-
ing you as warm as they did
back in October?

This is not a figment of your
imagination. The nap (that
fluff all over the surface) of a
blanket, after much constant
use, flattens out and mats
down. The nap becomes too
felted to trap air between its
fibres, so there are no air-pock-

~ Twenty-ninth of a Series ~
WARMING UP WINTER

ets to retain body heat and
provide insulation against the
cold.

Drycleaning will not only
make your blankets look and
smell fresh, but it will restore
the fluffiness that keeps you
warm. Barragers Cleaners has
the big-capacity equipment to
handle your blankets and bed-
spreads easily. We card and
brush blankets so they'll feel
their softest. You can trust our
years of experience in handling
wool not to shrink your good
blankets. And its beats the cost
of a trip to Florida.

166 GUELPH ST.
GEORGETOWN
8772279

BARRAGERS CLEANERS
+ LAUNDROMAT

360 GUELPH ST
GEORGETOWN 300 MAIN ST. E., MILTON

KNIGHT'S CLEANERS

877-1834 416-878-9941

LOTTERY

courtesy o

Convenience

Guelph & Delrex
Georgetown

pm  Wed. Feb. 3/93

49 01 24 28 34 44 47
Bonus: 43

Encore: 895134
Sat. Jan. 30/93

02 14 25 30 34 37
Bonus: 31

Early Bird 06 20 21 44

RESULTS UNOFFICIAL
Call 870-9134 (Lotto 6/49) or 870-9135

RO

(new model)
Including 50 month in-home
parts and labour warranty

TOSHIBA

. TOSHIBA 28"
STEREO TV cx-28603

* 600 lines of resolution

e audio video input

e variable audio output

¢ 181 channel cable ready
e remote control

Special *649%

20" Remote Colour TV
CX20261

Speaal

-~ 4360.05

SALES and
SERVICE

TV

osed da

TOSHIBA VCR
* auto cleaner

* ON SCREEN
e Universal Remote

$208.00
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2 litre carton

KNECHTEL
WHITE BREAD

DELI SLICED OR SHAVED
OLYMPIC LUNCHEON LOAVES

- < 44¢ 100 gm.

I T.D. CASH MACHINE IS NOW OPEN!

I OPEN SUNDAY NOON - 5 p.m., Phone 873-3963
GEORGETOWN
FOOD MARKET

‘A Part Of Your Neighbourhood"
MOORE PARK PLAZA
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KNECHTEL

With this Coupon Save 50¢ off the purchase of 1 dozen

LARGE
WHITE EGGS

S cial Price wnthout coupon $1°“39
Coupon effective Sun. Feb. 7 through Sat. Feb. 13/93.) ™.
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With this Coupon Save 50¢ off the purchase of 1 dozen

LARGE
WHITE, EGGS
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