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... about home
ownership today

Down through the years, plants
have played an integral part in home
decorating. Victorians, for instance,
were noted for decorating their
homes with large, colorful ferns and
palms. And for centuries, pots of
herbs have been a long-standing
favorite in many a kitchen win-
dowsill.

If You're trying to think of a way
to spruce up the interior of your
home this winter without getting
bogged down by major redecorating
costs, consider the beauty and versa-
tility of houseplants.

Strategically placed in your home,
houseplants can fill in awkward
gaps, camouflage unsightly areas
and bring new color and life to an
entire room. You can use them to
highlight nooks, alcoves, stairways,
etc. And, contrary to what you
might think, not all plants require a
lot of light. In fact, there are several
varieties which prefer diffused or
low light.

If you haven't had much success
with plants in the past, don't worry;
you don't have to be a master gar-

Create a tropical oasis in
your home with houseplants

dener to enjoy thriving houseplants
— you don't need a solarium. All
that's required is a little patience and
persistence — and of course — ade-
quate nutrients and light.

Planning your
indoor garden

To get maximum benefit from
decorating with houseplants, it pays
to plan your plant decorating
scheme carefully. Take a good look
around your home and decide where
plants would look best.

For instance, do you have side
tables or large windowsills that
would benefit from some extra
color? What about an attractive
piece of greenery perched on one of
your favorite wooden antiques?
Plants and wood are an excellent
combination for achieving "earthy,"
warm tones and a relaxed feeling.

A tree or grouping of tall plants
can also serve as an attractive and
effective room divider, particularly
if you have one large room that
serves as both a living and dining
room.

Fireplaces can also be greatly
enhanced by a bit of greenery — on
the mantlepiece or along the hearth.
You may even want to consider
placing plants inside your fireplace

(if you never use it) for an attrac-
tive, colorful effect.

Thrive on humidity

Aside from the living and dining
rooms, consider using plants in the
bathroom. Houseplants tend to
thrive on the humidity and moisture
levels found in this room. They also

_help to give some visual warmth to

a room which can often look austere
and uninviting.

Bedrooms are another area of your
home where plants can be used
effectively to help create the aura of
a tropical oasis. A colorful cactus,
or a tall palm or ficus tree, for
instance, can enhance both the decor
and mood of any room, depending
on the amount of space and light
you have.

If you have any skylights, consider
placing some plants underneath
them. You'll be amazed at the
effects.

Varieties

Take the lighting in each room in
your house into consideration when
deciding where to place plants — as
well as room temperature. Finding
the right location for each type of
plant is essential.

Obviously, if you have a plant
which requires bright sunlight and
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you stick it in a dimly lit corner, you
won't end up with a healthy, thriv-
ing specimen. And if you place
many types of plants next to direct
sources of heat, they are likely to
suffer.

Conversely, if you have a plant
that prefers diffused, indirect light,
don't expect it to respond well to
being left in an extremely bright
sunlit location.

Varieties you may want to consid-
er for low to medium light areas
include philodendrons, peace lilies
or Chinese evergreens — to name a
few. These beautiful plants are an
attractive addition to any home and
are excellent for filling in awkward
spaces. They are also said to have
an added benefit: they help to filter
out air pollution.

If you're choosing something for s
sunny area, like a south-facing win-
dow, then you may want to pick a
cactus, jade plant or croton.

Water and humidity

Once you've placed your plants,
it's important to make sure they
receive the proper amount of light
and humidity. Groups of plants
together will produce more humidi-
ty than individual plants placed in
isolated spots around a room.

Most types of plants require water-
ing when the soil no longer has any
moisture that can be squeezed out of
it. However, plants like cacti should
only be watered when the surface
soil becomes quite dry. It's very
important not to under-water or
over-water your plants.

Feeding is also important. Check
the information card which came
with your plant. It should give the
name of the plant, ideal growing
temperatures, and when to fertilize.
Ask the experts at your local plant
store what and when to feed if
you're not sure. Obviously, different
varieties have different require-
ments. You can also consult a
houseplant book, but of course, it's
important to know the name of your
plant to do this.

You should also try to keep the
leaves free of dust, because plants
cannot carry out photosynthesis
properly when they're coated with
dirt and grime. However, you
should avoid cleaning young leaves
because they are more fragile.

By investing a little time in some
research and planning, you can
make your home into a tropical
oasis with a few well-chosen house-
plants.
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2.13 ACRES - $249,500

kitchen, living-room with brick fireplace, formal dining room. 3 + 1
bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths. Broadloom throughout. Finished rec. room,
with wall to ceiling stone fireplace. Much, much more. Over 40
species of birds will come to your feeder. Room for a couple of hors-

WW-195 | Call Bruce 873-4321 or 454-8706

2-1/2 ACRES - $229,000

AFANTASTIC BUY SO HURRY ...
House for entertainment - 15' x 30' pool plus "HOT TUB", cathedral celling
In living room and large country kitchen, 5 bedroom, 2 baths, finished
famlly room and games room. Country living 1/2 mile from paved road -
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Edge of town —

WW-183

Nurseries. Fabulous property to build your coun-
try estate. Call Bruce for more details.

surrounde by Sheridan

WW-178

@FABULOUS'NEW LISTING

1y Sq
room backsplit. Floor to ceiling F.P. in family room - w/o to large
deck. 1- 4 pc. and 1- 3 pe. bath. Games room in basement is waiting
your finishing touches. *Great Family Home" come have a look.
$239,900 - Ask for Bruce.

g .

I on quiet cuk-de-sac - Squeaky clean 4 bed-

WW-196

REDUCED - $160,900 :

private yard. Hard to beat at $160,900 - ask for Bruce.

WW-187

$235,000.

2 ACRES - "CALEDON"
PARKLIKE SETTING
STREAM AND POND

Pretty home with big, bright windows, finished pine family room with
stone fireplace. Located just North of Brampton, close to #410.
You'll never find a better paradise than this!! Ask for Bruce -

schools and shopping

WW-189

TAKE THE LANDLORD OFF YOUR PAYROLL!!!

ngal
inlaw suite. Ideally located within walking distance to

Christmas!! Priced right too!! $169,900 - Ask for Bruce.

- December closing --- be in for

WW-194

4 YEAR OLD CUSTOM BUILT RAISED BUNGALOW
Big bright rooms, skylight in main bathroom, 3 good size bedrooms,
full basement with separate entrance (ideal in-law situation). Parking
for at least 8 cars. Better hurry!! $149,900. Call Bruce. 454-8706.

_ SPOTLESS - $149,900

WW-181

IT'S A BAD DAY WHEN WE HAVEN'T HELPED A CLIENT"




